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TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK
ENFORCEMENT PLANNER

FACT SHEET & TALKING POINTS

[State] Law Enforcement Sending Clear Message to Teens: Click It or Ticket
· During National Teen Driver Safety Week, October 19-25, [Local Law Enforcement Agency] will be stepping up traffic patrols and enforcement zones on roads that are heavily traveled by teens to drive home the importance of buckling up day and night. 

· In an effort to combat teen motor vehicle fatalities, [State and/or local] law enforcement agencies will join forces this fall targeting unbelted drivers and passengers of all ages, but especially teens, with a zero-tolerance policy for those caught not wearing seat belts. 

· With school back in session, students are hitting the road with greater frequency and [Local Law Enforcement Agency] will be working overtime in areas frequented by teens, reminding them to Click It or Ticket. 

· Teen motorists pulled over for not wearing seat belts will be ticketed and fined. 
Teen Drivers and Passengers Among Those Least Likely to Buckle Up
· Low seat belt use is one of the principal reasons that teen driver and passenger fatalities rates remain high. 
· According to the United States Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, teenage drivers and passengers – especially young men – are among those least likely to wear their seat belts. 

· Nationally in 2007, 4,520 teen passenger vehicle occupants 16 to 20 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and more than half (2,502) were unrestrained at the time of the fatal crash.

· Unfortunately, too many teens continue to ignore the warnings and potential consequences that can result from not wearing seat belts. 

- more - 

Seat Belts Save Lives
· Teens need to remember whether they are driving across town or just around the neighborhood, wearing seats belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers from severe injury or even fatalities in the event of motor vehicle crashes.
· Every year thousands of teens are killed in motor vehicle crashes.  Many of these fatalities could have been prevented if the individuals had been wearing seat belts at the time of the crashes.  
· Nationally in 2007, 72 percent of the restrained passenger vehicle occupants involved in  fatal crashes survived, as compared to 38 percent of the unrestrained passenger vehicle occupants.

· [State’s] goal is simple: to save more lives this fall by convincing all drivers and passengers to buckle up.

· [Local Law Enforcement Agency] officers are reaching out to all [State/City/County] residents, but particularly to teens – unless you want to risk a ticket, or worse, your life, please remember Click It or Ticket  – day and night.
· For more information please visit www.NHTSA.gov and click on the Teen Drivers link.
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