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[Local Organization] Sending Teens a Life-Saving Message During 

National Teen Driver Safety Week
Special Teen-Focused Seat Belt Safety Effort Aims to Save Lives 
[City, State] – High fatality rates and low seat-belt-use rates among teens continue to reach distressing levels year after year, a trend [Local Organization] is working to reverse. During National Teen Driver Safety Week, October 19-25, [Local Organization] is asking [State/County/City] residents to step up and speak out to help save lives by reminding all teens to buckle up every trip, every time. 

With school back in session, teens are hitting the road with increased frequency and regularity, heading to and from school, sporting events, extracurricular activities, part-time jobs and many other events that fill their social calendars. Unfortunately, too many teens get caught up it the hustle and bustle of it all and aren’t buckling up when they get behind the wheel or ride with others in a motor vehicle. 
“We all know teens who continue to take the ‘it will never happen to me’ attitude, putting themselves at great risk by not buckling up,” said [Local Law Enforcement Officer]. “But the truth is, fatal crashes can and do happen to teens every day. In 2007, [XX] [State] teens were killed in motor vehicle crashes.” 
According to the United States Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of fatalities among teens in the United States. In 2007 alone, 4,540 teen passenger vehicle occupants 16 to 20 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and more than half (2,502) were unrestrained at the time of the fatal crash. 

- more -

“Convincing teens to buckle up every time they set foot in a motor vehicle, whether as a driver or a passenger, is not an easy task,” said [Local Leader]. “It’s a big job and it’s going to take the entire community – parents, teachers, neighbors, friends and teens themselves – working together to drive the message home to ensure the health and safety of all [State/County/City] teens.” 
Teens need to be reminded that whether they are driving across town or just around their neighborhood, wearing a seat belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers from severe injury or even a fatality in the event of a motor vehicle crash. Wearing a seat belt costs nothing, but not wearing it can cost a life, [Local Leader] said. 
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