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awareness of tire safety, particularly the
understanding and maintenance of
proper tire inflation and load limits.
This proposal will also enable
consumers to more easily identify the
TIN and other tire information for
recalls and other notifications. The
proposal will standardize the location
and content of important information
relating to proper inflation and load
limits and other tire safety concerns.
These measures, by increasing
consumer knowledge and awareness,
should result in reduced tire failures
and tire related crashes, and therefore
fewer deaths and injuries.

IX. Costs

NHTSA believes that this proposal
would result in minimal costs for tire
manufacturers. Tire labeling
information is already required for tires
for light vehicles. Therefore, the cost of
molding this information should be the
same, even if the information is
changed. NHTSA estimates that the
added cost for labeling tires under this
proposal would equal $0.01 per tire or
less. Since 300 million tires are
produced per year the total annual cost
for the proposed tire labeling
requirements would equal $3 million
($0.01 x 300 million).

NHTSA also believes that this
proposal would result in minimal costs
for vehicle manufacturers and
consumers. Vehicle placard information
is already required for passenger cars
and owner’s manual information is
already required for light vehicles.
Therefore, the costs of printing a new or
revised vehicle placard and/or tire
inflation pressure label, the owner’s
manual pages, and installation of the
placard and/or label should be minimal.
The only cost would be a one time cost
to change production for the new
vehicle placard and/or tire inflation
pressure label, the application of the
vehicle placard and/or tire inflation
pressure label to all light vehicles, not
only passenger cars, and the new
owner’s manual pages.

NHTSA estimates that the cost of a
new vehicle placard or tire inflation
pressure label would be $0.01 or less
per vehicle for producing the new
placard or label and $0.04 for the
application of the new placard or label.
NHTSA estimates that with
approximately 100% of light trucks,
MPVs, and trailers (9 million annually)
utilizing both the placard and label and
30% of passenger cars (.30 x 8 million
= 2.4 million) utilizing both the placard
and label, the total costs for the vehicle
placard and tire inflation pressure label
proposals would equal $626,000.

For the owner’s manual information,
NHTSA estimates that one time writing
and editing costs would equal $12,000
((8 hours labor x $30.00 per hour) x (50
owner’s manuals (25 manufacturers, 2
manuals each (one for passenger cars
and one for light trucks, MPVs, or
trailers)))). The print and layout costs
per manual are estimated at $0.10 per
manual. Since 17 million light vehicles
are produced annually, the total print
and layout costs for the manuals equal
$1,870,000 with an overprint margin of
10 percent, and the total owner’s
manual costs equal $1,882,000.

Adding the total tire and vehicle
manufacturing costs together results in
approximately $5.5 million in annual
costs. The agency requests comment on
this estimate. Please be specific in your
response and provide a basis for your
answer.

X. Lead Time

Section 11 of the TREAD Act requires
the agency to issue a final rule on this
tire labeling proposal by June 1, 2002.
Congress did not set a date by which all
covered tires and vehicles would have
to meet the improved tire information
requirements. The agency proposes to
phase-in compliance for tires according
to the following schedule: All P-metric
tires manufactured on or after
September 1, 2003, and all LT tires
manufactured on or after September 1,
2004. Additionally, all light vehicles
manufactured on or after September 1,
2003 would have to comply with the
final rule. This proposed lead time
would be consistent with the lead time
proposed for the tire performance
upgrade.

XI. Rulemaking Notices and Analyses

A. Executive Order 12866 and DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures

NHTSA has considered the impact of
this rulemaking action under E.O. 12866
and the Department of Transportation’s
regulatory policies and procedures. This
rulemaking document was not reviewed
under E.O. 12866, “Regulatory Planning
and Review.” This action has been
determined to be not “significant”
under the Department of
Transportation’s regulatory policies and
procedures. The proposal is likely to
result in expenditure by tire and
automobile manufacturers of
approximately $5.5 million in annual
costs. As explained above, NHTSA
believes that this proposal would result
in minimal cost for manufacturers and
consumers. As this is a proposal to
change existing requirements, the only
cost would be a one-time cost to change
production to the new tire, vehicle

placard and/or tire inflation pressure
label, or vehicle owner’s manual pages
and a minimal costs for installation of
the vehicle placard and/or tire inflation
pressure label to all light vehicles.

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980
(5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) requires agencies
to evaluate the potential effects of their
proposed and final rules on small
business, small organizations and small
governmental jurisdictions. I hereby
certify that the proposed amendment
would not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities.

The proposed rule would affect motor
vehicle manufacturers and tire
manufacturers. The agency does not
believe that any of the tire
manufacturers are small businesses.
However, there are about 1,000 retread
manufacturers in the United States, of
which about 750 deal with light vehicle
tires that will in some small way be
impacted by this rule. Most of these
retreaders are small businesses.

NHTSA estimates that there are only
about four small passenger car and light
truck vehicle manufacturers in the
United States. These manufacturers
serve a niche market. The agency
believes that small manufacturers
manufacture less than 0.1 percent of
total U.S. passenger car and light truck
production per year.

The agency requests comments
concerning the economic impact of the
proposed rule on retreaders and small
vehicle manufacturers.

C. National Environmental Policy Act

NHTSA has analyzed this proposal for
the purposes of the National
Environmental Policy Act. The agency
has determined that implementation of
this action would not have any
significant impact on the quality of the
human environment.

D. Executive Order 13132 (Federalism)

The agency has analyzed this
rulemaking in accordance with the
principles and criteria contained in
Executive Order 13132 and has
determined that it does not have
sufficient federal implications to
warrant consultation with State and
local officials or the preparation of a
federalism summary impact statement.
The proposal would not have any
substantial impact on the States, or on
the current Federal-State relationship,
or on the current distribution of power
and responsibilities among the various
local officials.
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E. Unfunded Mandates Act

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
of 1995 requires agencies to prepare a
written assessment of the costs, benefits
and other effects of proposed or final
rules that include a Federal mandate
likely to result in the expenditure by
State, local or tribal governments, in the
aggregate, or by the private sector, of
more than $100 million annually
(adjusted annually for inflation with
base year of 1995). Adjusting this
amount by the implicit gross domestic
product price deflator for the year 2000
results in $109 million (106.99/98.11 =
1.09). The assessment may be included
in conjunction with other assessments,
as it is here.

This proposal is likely to result in
expenditure by tire and automobile
manufacturers of approximately $5.5
million in annual costs.

F. Civil Justice Reform

This proposal would not have any
retroactive effect. Under 49 U.S.C.
21403, whenever a Federal motor
vehicle safety standard is in effect, a
State may not adopt or maintain a safety
standard applicable to the same aspect
of performance which is not identical to
the Federal standard, except to the
extent that the state requirement
imposes a higher level of performance
and applies only to vehicles procured
for the State’s use. 49 U.S.C. 21461 sets
forth a procedure for judicial review of
final rules establishing, amending or
revoking Federal motor vehicle safety
standards. That section does not require
submission of a petition for
reconsideration or other administrative
proceedings before parties may file suit
in court.

G. Paperwork Reduction Act

This proposal contains the following
“collections of information,” as that
term is defined in 5 CFR Part 1320
Controlling Paperwork Burdens on the
Public:

Tire and Vehicle Placard Labeling
Requirements—The Department of
Transportation is submitting the
following information collection request
to OMB for review and clearance under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Pub. L. 104-13, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Agency: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA).

Title: Tires and Rims Labeling, and
Vehicle Placard Requirements.

Type of Request: Additional
collection of information for an existing
collection.

OMB Clearance Number: 2127—0503.

Affected Public: The tire-labeling
respondents are manufacturers and

retreaders of tires. The agency estimates
that there are about 8 such new tire
manufacturers and 1200 retread
manufacturers. The placard labeling
respondents are manufacturers of MPVs
covered by FMVSS 571.120. The agency
estimates that there are 935 vehicle
manufacturers affected by this
collection.

Estimate of the Total Annual
Reporting and Record Keeping Burden
Resulting from the Collection of
Information: NHTSA estimates that the
total annual hour burden is 111,539
hours for tire labeling and 25,184 for
vehicle placard requirements.

Estimated Costs: NHTSA estimates
the total cost annual burden for tire
labeling to be $3,000,000. The estimated
total cost annual burden for vehicle
placards is $626,000. No additional
resources would be expended by
manufacturers to gather additional
information because they already
compile this data for their own uses.

Summary of the Collection of
Information: The provisions of the
proposed amendments herein requiring
manufacturers to provide certain
information on both sidewalls of tires,
e.g., the TIN, and certain information on
a placard or label for vehicles other than
passenger cars, e.g., vehicle capacity
weight, seating capacity, for the benefit
of consumers are considered to be third-
party information collection
requirements as defined by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) in 5
CFR part 1320.

Description of the Need for the
Information and Proposed Use of the
Information: The provisions of the
proposed amendments herein requiring
manufacturers to provide certain
information on both sidewalls of tires,
e.g., the TIN, and certain information on
a placard or label for vehicles other than
passenger cars, e.g., vehicle capacity
weight, seating capacity, are for the
benefit of consumers. NHTSA requests
comments on the agency’s estimates of
the total annual hour and cost burdens
resulting from this collection of
information. These comments must be
received on or before February 19, 2002.

Vehicle Owner’s Manual
Requirements—The Department of
Transportation is submitting the
following information collection request
to OMB for review and clearance under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(Pub. L. 104-13, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Agency: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA).

Title: Consolidated Vehicle Owner’s
Manual Requirements of Motor Vehicles
and Motor Vehicle Equipment.

Type of Request: Additional
collection of information for an existing
collection.

OMB Clearance Number: 2127—0541.

Affected Public: The respondents are
manufacturers of motor vehicles with a
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000
pounds or less, except for motorcycles
and LSVs. The agency estimates that
there are 50 model lines for which there
are owner’s manuals. It is estimated that
about 25 vehicle manufacturers are
affected by this collection.

Estimate of the Total Annual
Reporting and Record Keeping Burden
Resulting from the Collection of
Information: NHTSA estimates that the
total annual hour burden is 400 hours
for this information collection.

Estimated Costs: NHTSA estimates
the total cost annual burden for revising
the owner’s manuals to be $1,882,000.

Summary of the Collection of
Information: The provisions of the
proposed amendments herein requiring
manufacturers to provide information in
owners’ manuals explaining tire and
vehicle load limit information for the
benefit of consumers are considered to
be third-party information collection
requirements as defined by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) in 5
CFR part 1320.

Description of the Need for the
Information and Proposed Use of the
Information: The provisions of the
proposed amendments herein requiring
manufacturers to provide information in
owners’ manuals explaining tire and
vehicle load limit information are for
the benefit of consumers. NHTSA
requests comments on the agency’s
estimates of the total annual hour and
cost burdens resulting from this
collection of information. These
comments must be received on or before
February 19, 2002.

H. Plain Language

Executive Order 12866 and the
President’s memorandum of June 1,
1998, require each agency to write all
rules in plain language. Application of
the principles of plain language
includes consideration of the following
questions:

» Have we organized the material to
suit the public’s needs?

e Are the requirements in the rule
clearly stated?

* Does the rule contain technical
language or jargon that isn’t clear?

* Would a different format (grouping
and order of sections, use of headings,
paragraphing) make the rule easier to
understand?

* Would more (but shorter) sections
be better?



65560

Federal Register/Vol. 66, No. 244/ Wednesday, December 19, 2001 /Proposed Rules

» Could we improve clarity by adding
tables, lists, or diagrams?

* What else could we do to make the
rule easier to understand?

If you have any responses to these
questions, please include them in your
comments on this proposal.

XII. Submission of Comments

How Can I Influence NHTSA’s Thinking
on This Proposed Rule?

In developing this proposal, we tried
to address the concerns of all our
stakeholders. Your comments will help
us improve this rule. We invite you to
provide views on options we propose, to
suggest new approaches we have not
considered, provide new data, indicate
how this proposed rule may affect you,
or provide other relevant information.
We welcome your views on all aspects
of this proposed rule, but request
comments on specific issues throughout
this document. We grouped these
specific requests near the end of the
sections in which we discuss the
relevant issues. Your comments will be
most effective if you follow the
suggestions below:

» Explain your views and reasoning
as clearly as possible.

» Provide solid technical and cost
data to support your views.

« If you estimate potential costs,
explain how you arrived at the estimate.

e Tell us which parts of the proposal
you support, as well as those with
which you disagree.

» Provide specific examples to
illustrate your concerns.

 Offer specific alternatives.

* Refer your comments to specific
sections of the proposal, such as the
units or page numbers of the preamble,
or the regulatory sections.

* Be sure to include the name, date,
and docket number with your
comments.

How Do I Prepare and Submit
Comments?

Your comments must be written and
in English. To ensure that your
comments are correctly filed in the
Docket, please include the docket
number of this document in your
comments.

Your comments must not be more
than 15 pages long. (49 CFR 553.21). We
established this limit to encourage you
to write your primary comments in a
concise fashion. However, you may
attach necessary additional documents
to your comments. There is no limit on
the length of the attachments.

Please submit two copies of your
comments, including the attachments,
to Docket Management at the address
given above under ADDRESSES.

Comments may also be submitted to
the docket electronically by logging onto
the Dockets Management System Web
site at http://dms.dot.gov. Click on
“Help & Information” or “Help/Info” to
obtain instructions for filing the
document electronically.

How Can I Be Sure That My Comments
Were Received?

If you wish Docket Management to
notify you upon its receipt of your
comments, enclose a self-addressed,
stamped postcard in the envelope
containing your comments. Upon
receiving your comments, Docket
Management will return the postcard by
mail.

How Do I Submit Confidential Business
Information?

If you wish to submit any information
under a claim of confidentiality, you
should submit three copies of your
complete submission, including the
information you claim to be confidential
business information, to the Chief
Counsel, NHTSA, at the address given
above under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. In addition, you should
submit two copies, from which you
have deleted the claimed confidential
business information, to Docket
Management at the address given above
under ADDRESSES. When you send a
comment containing information
claimed to be confidential business
information, you should include a cover
letter setting forth the information
specified in our confidential business
information regulation. (49 CFR part
512.)

Will the Agency Consider Late
Comments?

We will consider all comments that
Docket Management receives before the
close of business on the comment
closing date indicated above under
DATES. To the extent possible, we will
also consider comments that Docket
Management receives after that date. If
Docket Management receives a comment
too late for us to consider it in
developing a final rule (assuming that
one is issued), we will consider that
comment as an informal suggestion for
future rulemaking action.

How Can I Read the Comments
Submitted by Other People?

You may read the comments received
by Docket Management at the address
given above under ADDRESSES. The
hours of the Docket are indicated above
in the same location.

You may also see the comments on
the Internet. To read the comments on
the Internet, take the following steps:

(1) Go to the Docket Management
System (DMS) Web page of the
Department of Transportation (http://
dms.dot.gov/).

(2) On that page, click on “search.”

(3) On the next page (http://
dms.dot.gov/search/), type in the four-
digit docket number shown at the
beginning of this document. Example: If
the docket number were “NHTSA—
1998-1234,” you would type “1234.”
After typing the docket number, click on
“search.”

(4) On the next page, which contains
docket summary information for the
docket you selected, click on the desired
comments. You may download the
comments. However, since the
comments are imaged documents,
instead of word processing documents,
the downloaded comments are not word
searchable.

Please note that even after the
comment closing date, we will continue
to file relevant information in the
Docket as it becomes available. Further,
some people may submit late comments.
Accordingly, we recommend that you
periodically check the Docket for new
material.

XII. Proposed Regulatory Text

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Parts 567,
571, 574, and 575

Certification, Consumer information,
Imports, Motor vehicle safety, Motor
vehicles, Rubber and rubber products,
Tires.

In consideration of the foregoing, we
propose to amend 49 CFR parts 567,
571, 574 and 575 as follows:

PART 567—CERTIFICATION

1. The authority citation for part 567
would continue to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115,
30117, 30166, 32502, 32504, 33101-33104,
33108, and 33109; delegation of authority at
49 CFR 1.50.

2. Part 567 would be amended by
revising § 567.4(h)(2) as follows:

§567.4 Requirements for manufacturers of
motor vehicles.
* * * * *

(h) * * *
(2) (For multipurpose passenger
vehicles, trucks, buses, trailers, and
motorcycles.) The manufacturer may, at
its option, list more than one GVWR-
GAWR-tire-rim combination on the
label as long as the listing contains the
tire-rim combination installed as
original equipment on the vehicle by the
vehicle manufacturer and conforms in
content and format to the requirements
for the Tire-rim-inflation information set
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forth in §571.120, §571.129 and
§571.139 of this chapter.

* * * * *

PART 571—FEDERAL MOTOR
VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS

3. The authority citation for part 571
would continue to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 322, 2011, 30115,
30166 and 30177; delegation of authority at
49 CFR 1.50.

4. Section 571.110 would be amended
by revising its heading and S2, S4.3 and
S4.3.1, by adding S4.3.2, and by adding
Figure 1 and Figure 2 at the end of
Section 571.110, to read as follows:

§571.110 Standard No. 110—Tire selection
and rims for motor vehicles with a GVWR
of 10,000 pounds or less.

* * * * *

S2. Application. This standard
applies to motor vehicles with a gross
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000
pounds or less, except for motorcycles,
and to non-pneumatic spare tire
assemblies for use on those vehicles.

84. EE

S4.3 Placard. Each vehicle shall
show the information specified in S4.3
(a) through (f) on a placard permanently
affixed to the B-pillar, or, if the vehicle
does not contain a B-pillar, the drivers
side door edge. This information shall
be in the English language, lettered in
block capitals and numerals not less
than 2.4 millimeters high and conform
in size, color, and format as set forth in
Figure 1 in S4.3. At the manufacturer’s
option, the information specified in

S4.3(c) and (d) may be shown,
alternatively, on a tire inflation pressure
label, and conform in size, color, and
format as set forth in Figure 2 in S4.3,
permanently affixed and proximate to
the placard required by this paragraph.
The information specified in S4.3(e)
shall be shown on both the vehicle
placard and on any existing tire
inflation pressure label in the format
and color scheme set forth in Figures 1
and 2.

(a) Vehicle capacity weight expressed
as “THE COMBINED WEIGHT OF
OCCUPANTS AND CARGO SHOULD
NEVER EXCEED XXX POUNDS”’;

(b) Designated seated capacity
(expressed in terms of total number of
occupants and number of occupants for
each seat location);

(c) Vehicle manufacturer’s
recommended cold tire inflation
pressure, subject to the limitations of
4.3.2;

(d) Tire size designation for the tire
installed as original equipment on the
vehicle by the vehicle manufacturer;

(e) “TIRE INFORMATION";

(f) “SEE OWNER’S MANUAL FOR
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION”’; and

(g) For a vehicle equipped with a non-
pneumatic assembly, the tire
identification code with which that
assembly is labeled pursuant to the
requirements of S4.3(a) of §571.129,
New Non-Pneumatic Tires for Passenger
Cars.

S4.3.1 Additional labeling
information for vehicles other than
passenger cars. Each vehicle shall show
the size designation and, if applicable,

the type designation of rims (not
necessarily those on the vehicle)
appropriate for the tire appropriate for
use on that vehicle, including the tire
installed as original equipment on the
vehicle by the vehicle manufacturer,
after each GAWR listed on the
certification label required by § 567.4 or
§567.5 of this chapter. This information
shall be in the English language, lettered
in block capitals and numerals not less
than 2.4 millimeters high and in the
following format:

Truck Example—Suitable Tire-Rim Choice
GVWR: 2,441 kilograms (5381 pounds)
GAWR: Front—1,299 kilograms (2,864
pounds) with P265/70R16 tires, 16 x 8.0
rims at 240 kPa (36 psi) cold single.
GAWR: Rear—1,142 kilograms (2,864
pounds) with P265/70R16 tires, 16 x 8.00
rims, at 245 kPa (36 psi) cold single.

S4.3.2 No inflation pressure other
than the maximum permissible inflation
pressure may be shown unless—

(a) It is less than the maximum
permissible inflation pressure;

(b) It is appropriate for the load limits
as calculated in accordance with S4.2;
and

(c) The tire load rating specified in a
submission by an individual
manufacturer, pursuant to S4.1.1(a) of
§571.139 or contained in one of the
publications described in S4.1.1.(b) of
§571.139, for the tire size at that
inflation pressure is not less than the
vehicle maximum load and the vehicle

normal load.
* * * *

BILLING CODE 4910-59-P
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BILLING CODE 4910-59-C
5. Section 571.117 would be amended
by revising S6.3 (including removing
Table 1 and the undesignated paragraph
following S6.3(h)), to read as follows:

§571.117 Standard No. 117; Retreaded
pneumatic tires.

* * * * *

SB. * * %
S6.3. Labeling. Each retreaded tire

shall comply with the requirements of
S5.5. of §571.139.

* * * * *

6. Section 571.120 would be amended
by revising its heading, and S3 to read
as follows:

13mm x 14mm
(.51” x .55")

§571.120 Standard No. 120; Tire selection
and rims for motor vehicles with a GVWR
of more than 10,000 pounds.

* * * *

S3. Application. This standard
applies to motor vehicles with a gross
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of more
than 10,000 pounds and motorcycles, to
rims for use on those vehicles, and to
non-pneumatic spare tire assemblies for
use on those vehicles.

* * * * *

7. Section 571.129 would be amended

by revising S4.3 to read as follows:

§571.129 Standard No. 129; New non-
pneumatic tires for passenger cars.
* * * * *

S4. * x %

S4.3. Labeling Requirements. Each
new non-pneumatic tire shall comply

Yellow Text on
Black Background
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Figure 2

with the requirements of S5.5 of
§571.139.
* * * * *

8. Section 571.139 would be added to
read as follows:

§571.139 Standard No. 139; New
pneumatic tires for motor vehicles with a
GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less.

S1. Scope and purpose. This standard
specified tire dimensions, test
requirements, labeling requirements,
and defines tire load ratings.

S2. Application. This standard
applies to new pneumatic tires for use
on motor vehicles (other than
motorcycles) that have a gross vehicle
weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000 pounds
or less and that were manufactured after
1975.

S3. Definitions. [Reserved]
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S4. Tire and rim matching
information.

S4.1. Each manufacturer of tires shall
ensure that a listing of the rims that may
be used with each tire that it produces
is provided to the public in accordance
with S4.1.1 and S4.1.2.

S4.1.1 Each rim listing for a tire
shall include dimensional specifications
and a diagram of the rim and shall be
in one of the following forms:

(a) Listed by manufacturer name or
brand name in a document furnished to
dealers of the manufacturer’s tires, to
any person upon request, and in
duplicate to: Docket Section, National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
400 Seventh Street, SW, Washington,
DC 20590; or

(b) Contained in publications, current
at the date of manufacture of the tire or
any later date, of at least one of the
following organizations:

(1) The Tire and Rim Association.

(2) The European Tyre and Rim
Technical Organization.

(3) Japan Automobile Tire
Manufacturers’ Association, Inc.

(4) Tyre & Rim Association of
Australia.

(5) Associacao Latino Americana de
Pneus e Aros (Brazil).

(6) South African Bureau of
Standards.

S4.1.2 A listing compiled in
accordance with paragraph (a) of S4.1.1
need not include dimensional
specifications or a diagram of a rim
whose dimensional specifications and
diagram are contained in a listing
published in accordance with paragraph
(b) of S4.1.1.

S4.2. Information contained in a
publication specified in S4.1(b) that lists
general categories of tires and rims by
size designation, type of construction,
and/or intended use, shall be
considered to be manufacturer’s
information pursuant to S4.1 for the
listed tires, unless the publication itself
or specific information provided
according to S4.1(a) indicates otherwise.

S5. General requirements. [Reserved]

S5.5 Tire Markings. Except as
specified in paragraphs (a) through (i) of
this S5.5, each tire shall be marked on
each sidewall with the information
specified in S5.5 (a) through (e) and on
one sidewall with the information
specified in S5.5 (f) through (i). The
markings shall be placed between the
maximum section width and the bead
on at least one sidewall, unless the
maximum section width of the tire is
located in an area which is not more
than one-fourth of the distance from the

bead to the shoulder of the tire. If the
maximum section width falls within
that area, those markings shall appear
between the bead and a point one-half
the distance from the bead to the
shoulder of the tire, on at least one
sidewall. The markings shall be in
letters and numerals not less than 0.078
inch high and raised above or sunk
below the tire surface not less than
0.015 inch. The tire identification and
DOT symbol labeling shall comply with
part 574 of this chapter.

(a) The symbol DOT, which shall
constitute a certification that the tire
conforms to applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards;

(b) The tire identification number
required by part 574 of this chapter;

(c) The tire size designation as listed
in the documents and publications
specified in S4.1.1;

(d) The maximum permissible
inflation pressure;

(e) The maximum load rating;

(f) The generic name of each cord
material used in the plies (both sidewall
and tread area) of the tire;

(g) The actual number of plies in the
sidewall, and the actual number of plies
in the tread area if different;

(h) The words ‘“‘tubeless” or “tube
type” as applicable; and

(i) The word ‘‘radial” if the tire is a
radial ply tire.

S5.5.1 Each tire shall be labeled
with the name of the manufacturer, or
brand name and number assigned to the
manufacturer in the manner specified in
part 574.

S5.5.2 [Reserved]

S5.5.3 If the maximum inflation
pressure of a tire is 240, 280, 290, 300,
330, 340, 350 or 390 kPa, then:

(a) Each marking of that inflation
pressure pursuant to S5.5(d) shall be
followed in parenthesis by the
equivalent psi, rounded to the next
higher whole number; and

(b) Each marking of the tire’s
maximum load rating pursuant to
S5.5(e) in kilograms shall be followed in
parenthesis by the equivalent load
rating in pounds, rounded to the nearest
whole number.

S5.5.4 If the maximum inflation
pressure of a tire is 420 kPa (60 psi), the
tire shall have permanently molded into
or onto both sidewalls, in letters and
numerals not less than 2 inch high, the
words “Inflate to 60 psi’’ or “Inflate to
420 kPa (60 psi).” On both sidewalls,
the words shall be positioned in an area
between the tire shoulder and the bead
of the tire. However, in no case shall the
words be positioned on the tire so that

they are obstructed by the flange of any
rim designated for use with that tire in
this standard or in Standard No. 110
(§571.110 of this part).

S6. Test procedures, conditions and
performance requirements. [Reserved]

S7. [Reserved]

PART 574—TIRE IDENTIFICATION AND
RECORD KEEPING

9. The authority citation for part 574
would continue to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 1392, 1401, 1403,
1407, 1411-1420, 1421; delegation of
authority at CFR 1.50.

10. Section 574.5 would be amended
by revising paragraphs (b) and (d), and
Figures 1 and 2 to read as follows:

§574.5 Tire identification requirements.
* * * * *

(b) Second grouping. For tires
produced or retreaded on and after
September 1, 2003, the second grouping,
consisting of four numerical symbols,
must identify the week and year of
manufacture. The first two symbols
must identify the week of the year by
using “01” for the first full calendar
week in each year, “02” for the second
full calendar week, and so on. The
calendar week runs from Sunday
through the following Saturday. The
final week of each year may include not
more than 6 days of the following year.
The third and fourth symbols must
identify the year. Example: 0101 means
the 1st week of 2001, or the week
beginning Sunday, January 7, 2001, and
ending Saturday, January 13, 2001.

* * * * *

(d) Fourth grouping. For new tires, the
fourth group, consisting of no more than
2 symbols, may be used at the option of
the manufacturer, to identify the tire
size. For a new non-pneumatic tire or a
non-pneumatic tire assembly, the fourth
group, of not more than two symbols,
shall be used to identify the non-
pneumatic tire identification code. For
retreaded tires, the fourth group, of no
more than two symbols, shall identify
the retread matrix in which the tire was
processed or a tire size code if a matrix
was not used to process the retreaded
tire. Each new tire manufacturer and
retreader shall maintain a record of each
symbol used, with the corresponding
matrix or tire size, and shall provide
such record to the NHTSA upon written
request.
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* * * * *

PART 575—CONSUMER
INFORMATION REGULATIONS

11. The authority citation for part 575
would continue to read as follows:

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 322, 30111, 30115,
30117, and 30166; delegation of authority at
CFR 1.50.

12. Section 575.6 would be amended
by adding paragraph (a)(4) to read as
follows:

§575.6 Requirements
* * * * *

(a)(4) At the time that a motor vehicle
with a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less,
except a motorcycle or low speed
vehicle, manufactured on or after
September 1, 2003 is delivered to the
first purchaser for purposes other than
resale, the manufacturer shall provide to
the purchaser, in writing in the English
language and not less than 10 point
type, a discussion of the items specified
in paragraphs (a)(4) (i) through (v) of
this section in the owner’s manual, or,
if there is no owner’s manual, in a
document.

(i) Tire labeling, including a
description and explanation of each
marking on the tires provided with the
vehicle, including locating the Tire
Identification Number (TIN);

(ii) Recommended tire inflation
pressure, including a description and
explanation of

(A) Recommended cold tire inflation
pressure,

(B) The vehicle placard and tire
inflation pressure label specified in

Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
No. 110 and their location in the
vehicle,

(C) Adverse safety consequences of
underinflation (including tire failure),
and

(D) Measuring and adjusting air
pressure to achieve proper inflation;

(iii) Glossary of tire terminology,
including ““cold tire pressure,”
“maximum inflation pressure,” and
“recommended inflation pressure,” and
all non-technical terms defined in S3 of
FMVSS Nos. 110 & 139;

(iv) Tire care, including maintenance
and safety practices;

(v) Vehicle load limits, including a
description and explanation of

(A) Locating and understanding load
limit information, total load capacity,
seating capacity, towing capacity, and
cargo capacity,

(B) Calculating total and cargo load
capacities with varying seating
configurations including quantitative
examples showing/illustrating how the
vehicle’s cargo and luggage capacity
decreases as the combined number and
size of occupants increases,

(C) Determining compatibility of tire
and load capabilities,

(D) Adverse safety consequences of
overloading on handling and stopping
and on tires, and

(E) When to use either the
recommended inflation pressure or a
higher inflation pressure (up to the
maximum inflation pressure) based on
the amount of load being carried by the
tires. This information, for example,
could be provided on an insert in the
following format:

Steps for Determining Correct Load Limit

(1) Locate the statement “The combined
weight of occupants and cargo should
never exceed XXX pounds” on your ve-
hicle’s placard.

(2) Determine the combined weight of the
passengers that will be riding in your
vehicle.

(3) Subtract the combined weight of the
passengers from XXX pounds.

(4) The resulting figure equals the avail-
able amount of cargo and luggage load
capacity. For example, if the “XXX”
amount equals 1500 lbs. and there will
be 5-150 lb passengers in your vehicle,
the amount of available cargo and lug-
gage load capacity is 750 lbs. (1500 —
750 (5 x 150) = 750 lbs.)

(5) Determine the combined weight of lug-
gage and cargo being loaded on the ve-
hicle. That weight may not safely ex-
ceed the available cargo and luggage
load capacity calculated in Step 4.

(6) If your vehicle will be towing a trailer,
load from your trailer will be trans-
ferred to your vehicle. Consult this
manual to determine how this reduces
the available cargo and luggage load ca-
pacity of your vehicle.

(7) Under certain loading or driving con-
ditions, a higher inflation pressure may
be required. Consult your owner’s man-
ual for further information.

* * * * *

Issued: December 12, 2001.
Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.

[FR Doc. 01-30989 Filed 12—13-01; 10:40
am|
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