Information Sheet

Creating an ASX File

ASX File

ASX files work with Windows Media Player to associate a SAMI caption file with a media clip. Windows Media Player assumes you will place the SAMI and media files in the same directory (for local playback). If this is not the case for your presentation, you must create an ASX file which contains the proper paths for the video and SAMI files.  For Web-based playback of captioned media, use of an ASX file is advised. We will make a sample file for you that your web developer can modify to his/her specifications.
Here’s what a typical ASX file looks like:

<asx version="3.0">

<title>ForestryPSA</title>

<entry>

<ref href=" http://yourServer/videos/mymovie.wmv?sami=http://yourServer/captions/mymovie.smi">

</ref>

</entry>

</asx>

The part you will be particularly interested in is the bolded line above. This is a pointer to where the video and text are stored. You may choose to put video in one directory and captions in another, and so you will need to specify the path for each so Windows Media Player knows where to look for them. 

Note that the video and SAMI sources are contained in a single HREF, separated only by a question mark (?) without spaces. Be sure to link to the ASX file, not the source media, to launch the captioned presentation in Windows Media Player. If you are embedding a Windows Media presentation in a Web page using an <object> tag, be sure to point to the ASX file in the FileName parameter, not the base media. 
Here's the link to our guidelines that show an asx sample:

http://ncam.wgbh.org/publications/adm/guideline_h.html#techH25
Tips:

- Use a plain text editor when creating your ASX file – bbedit, textedit, notepad or workpad. Do not use Word – it adds all sorts of characters you can’t see.

- Save with the extension .asx

- Make sure there’s no space around the ? symbol

