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Distraction 

diversion of attention from  

  activities critical for safe driving 

    toward competing activities 
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Diversion of attention 
Attentional resources demanded 

  V - Visual demands 

  M - Manual demands 

  C - Cognitive demands 
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Internal and external diversions 
D - Power of diversion 



Activities critical for safe driving 

What competition leads to long, inopportune glances? 



Activities critical for safe driving 



Context 

Activity Risk Demand Distraction 

Individual differences 

Roadway situation 

Compared to ? 
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Driver distraction 
diversion of attention from  

  activities critical for safe driving 

    toward a competing activity 
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