2007 MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH PLANNER

SAMPLE PROCLAMATION

A Proclamation by [official title]: 
WHEREAS, In 2005, motorcycle rider fatalities increased for the eighth straight year and motorcycle riders now make up one out of every ten of all U.S. road fatalities; and

WHEREAS, May 2007 is being commemorated as Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month; and

WHEREAS, According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 4,553 motorcyclists lost their lives in fatal highway crashes in 2005 with 56 percent of those involving another vehicle in addition to the motorcycle; and 

WHEREAS, Approximately 80 percent of motorcycle crashes injure or kill a motorcycle rider, while only 20 percent of passenger car crashes injure or kill a driver or passenger in the vehicle; and

WHEREAS, Per vehicle mile traveled in 2005, motorcyclists were 37 times more likely than passenger car occupants to die in traffic crashes; and
WHEREAS, In the event of a crash, the drivers of other vehicles involved often say they never saw the motorcyclist and were unable to respond in time; 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, [name and title of local official], in recognition of this life-saving opportunity, join the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and others to proclaim May 2007,  

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
In [name of locality] and do encourage the entire community to observe the month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities to increase passenger vehicle operators’ awareness and attention in order to help to significantly reduce the number of deaths and serious injuries to motorcyclists from roadway crashes.  All motorists are reminded to “Share the Road” with motorcycles and to be extra alert when driving to help keep motorcyclists safe.
[Insert additional logos/seals as applicable] 

