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Dear Editor: 
In 2006, 27 percent of all drivers involved in traffic related crashes during the Fourth of July holiday period (6:00PM FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 2006 TO 5:59 AM WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2006) possessed a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher, which is the illegal limit in all states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
During the July 4th  holiday period there were a total of 659 traffic related fatalities.  Out of that number, 37% involved a driver or motorcyclist with a BAC of .08 or higher.
That’s why [Local Law Enforcement Organization] announced today that law enforcement officials will be out in full force cracking down on drunk drivers during the Fourth of July holiday period with an aggressive Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. enforcement blitz. There will be more sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols and heightened enforcement activities to show zero tolerance for anyone who is caught driving impaired. 
Drunk driving is one of America’s deadliest problems. In 2006, 42,642 people were killed in motor vehicle crashes.  There were 13,470 people who were killed in traffic crashes that involved at least one driver or motorcyclists with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher. 
Alcohol also plays a big role in motorcycle fatalities.  Forty-one percent of the 2,007 motorcyclists who died in single-vehicle crashes in 2006 had BAC levels of .08 or higher. 

In fatal crashes for 2006 a higher percentage of motorcyclists had BAC levels of .08 or higher than any other type of vehicle driver. 
No matter what you drive—a passenger car, pickup, or motorcycle—if you are caught driving impaired, you will be arrested. Don’t let this Fourth of July blow up in your face. Remember. Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.
For more information, please visit www.StopImpairedDriving.org.
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