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[Local Organization] Sending Teens a Life-Saving Message During National Teen Driver Safety Week
Special Teen-Focused Seat Belt Safety Effort Aims to Save Lives 
Fall is an extremely busy time for teenagers. Not only does it mean the return of homework and exams, it means sports and band practices, club meetings, football games, homecoming dances and many other extracurricular activities that fill their social calendars and put them back on the roads. Unfortunately though, too many teens get caught up in the hustle and bustle and aren’t buckling up when they get behind the wheel or ride with others in motor vehicles.
According to the United States Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of fatalities among 16- to 20-year-olds in the United States. In 2007 alone, 4,540 passenger vehicle occupants 16 to 20 years old were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and more than half (2,502) were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crashes.
No one will ever know what the outcome would have been for those 2,502 teens had they been wearing their seat belts, but statistics show that in that same year, 72 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants involved in fatal crashes who were wearing their seat belts survived the crashes. 

So to help protect [State/County/City] teens, [Local Organization] is joining with state and local law enforcement and highway safety agencies as well as dedicated community members to reach out to teens during National Teen Driver Safety Week October 19-25.
Teens need to be reminded that regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect themselves and their passengers in the event of a motor vehicle crash. Too many teens still take the “it will never happen to me” attitude, continuously putting their lives at risk by not buckling up. The truth is, deadly crashes can and do happen every day – right in our own backyard. In 2007, [XX] [State] teens were killed in motor vehicle crashes.
- more -

Convincing teens to buckle up every time they set foot in a motor vehicle, whether as a driver or a passenger, isn’t going to be easy. It’s a big job and it’s going to take the entire community – parents, teachers, neighbors, friends and teens themselves – working together to drive that message home. 

Parents, remind your teens to buckle up every time they leave home. Teachers, when the final bell rings remind your students to buckle up as they leave the parking lot. Neighbors, wish the teens in your neighborhood a safe trip and tell them to “be sure and buckle up.” Teens, remind your friends to buckle up every time you get in a vehicle and refuse to begin the trip until everyone has done so – regardless of how long or short that trip will be. You might just save their life. 
[Local Organization]’s goal is simple: We’re going to save more lives by convincing young drivers and passengers, in the front and back seats, to always buckle up. That’s why we are joining with other state and local highway safety and law enforcement leaders, NHTSA and local volunteers to spread the word: Seat belts save lives, so please, buckle up every trip, every time – day and night. 





             ###
