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Driver Education National Standards.

Parent Involvement

4.1.1 Each State should require the parent of a teen driver education and training student to attend a parent seminar, pre-course, or the initial session of the teen’s driver education and training course.

Oregon’s response:
Oregon currently requires a “Parent Meeting” for parents who wish to enroll their teen in the approved Driver Education course.

OAR 737-015-0030 (5)(d) Curriculum Requirements
Parent, legal guardian, or supervising adult involvement that includes participating in a parent meeting and submitting documentation, in the form of a log or other means, demonstrating to the provider that a minimum of five hours of supervised home practice was conducted prior to the completion of the course. This supervised home practice is not counted as a part of the classroom, behind-the-wheel, and practice driving observation of the provider course. 

Beyond the administrative rule language, above, Oregon does not require specific topics or activities at the parent meeting. However, a comprehensive parent involvement resource guide is included on the Oregon Driver Risk Prevention Curriculum CD, which is provided to all approved driver education programs. It contains guidance as described throughout item 4.1.1

4.1.1b
This session should outline the parent’s responsibility and opportunity to reduce his or her teen’s crash risk in several ways, including modeling safe driving behavior.
Oregon’s response:
ORPC curriculum guide has an entire folder on Parent Night, including PowerPoint, Teacher’s Notes, Activities and Demonstrations that address the parent’s responsibility in parental drive monitoring.

4.1.1c
Information conveyed to the parent in this session should include, but not be limited to, the following known best practices of GDL and parent involvement:
1) Manage the novice driver’s learning-to-drive experience to determine the readiness of the teen to begin the process, and supervise the teen’s driving so that the parent can better determine the teen’s readiness to advance to the next licensing stage and assume broader driving privileges;
Oregon’s response:
Oregon DE Providers are required to have available for inspection: A Scope and Sequence, Flowchart, and Lesson Plans for both classroom and behind-the-wheel which actively involves the parent in “supervised home practice” that reflects what the student is being taught by the driver educator.

4.1.1d
Information conveyed to the parent in this session should include, but not be limited to, the following known best practices of GDL and parent involvement:

2) Supervise an extended learner permit period of at least six months that provides at least weekly opportunities for the novice driver the accumulate a minimum of 50 hours of supervised practice driving in a wide variety of increasingly challenging circumstances.  Hours of supervised practice driving required in GDL should not be reduced by a novice driver’s participation in other driver education and training programs, nor should any other activity be considered a substitute; 
Oregon’s response:
During the required parent meeting, information is given regarding best practice in regards to risk management driving, GDL laws are explained, Course outline is given, and expectations for parental involvement are presented.

Oregon Revised Statute (ORS) 807.065 requires provisional driver license applicants to have had an instruction permit for at least 6 months and to certify a minimum of 50 hours of supervised driving.

If the applicant does not take an approved Driver Education course, they must certify an additional 50 hours of supervised driving experience.

4.1.1e
Information conveyed to the parent in this session should include, but not be limited to, the following known best practices of GDL and parent involvement:

3) Supervise an extended intermediate license period that temporarily restricts driving unsupervised with teen passengers and during nighttime hours until the State’s GDL requirements have been met and the parent determines the teen’s readiness to drive unsupervised in these high risk conditions; and 
Oregon’s response:

Oregon’s GDL program restricts provisional drivers for the first year or until age 18.

* During the first 6 months, a driver may not carry any passenger younger than 20 years of age who is not a member of the driver’s immediate family. 

* During the second six months, a driver may not carry more than three passengers who are under 20 years of age who are not members of the driver’s immediate family. 

* During the first year, a driver cannot drive between the hours of midnight and 5 a.m., except a) driving from home and place of employment; b) driving between home and a school event for which no other transportation is available; c) driving for employment purposes; or d) driving with a licensed driver who is at least 25 years of age.

4.1.1f
Information conveyed to the parent in this session should include, but not be limited to, the following known best practices of GDL and parent involvement:

4) Negotiate and adopt a written agreement between the teen and parent that reflects the expectations of both teen and parent and clearly defines the restrictions, privileges, rules, and consequences that will serve as the basis for the teen to earn and for the parent to grant progressively broader driving privileges.
Oregon’s response:

Parent / Teen contracts are available through the ORPC CD and various websites.  
4.1.2 Each State should require a parent to complete a debriefing with the driving training instructor to inform the parent of the progress and proficiency of the teen driver.  This final session should include a reminder that it is the parent who must ultimately determine the teen’s readiness to obtain a license with full driving privileges and of the parent’s responsibility and important role in helping the teen to become a safe driver.

Oregon’s response:
Currently, Oregon does not require a “debriefing” between the parent and the driver educator at the conclusion of the course.

There are, however, many providers (along with examples in the ORPC Curriculum) that have form letters that allow the instructor/provider to pass along information and concerns upon completion.
Panelist Standards with Oregon’s Response – Parent Involvement
- 1 - 


