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SAMPLE LETTER TO EDITOR
[319] Words
Dear Editor, 

This fall there is an important lesson to be learned in every high school across the country, but it won’t be found in any classroom textbook. The lesson: Seat Belts Save Lives. 

Each year thousands of teens are injured or killed in motor vehicle crashes. As a tragic example, during 2005, motor vehicle crashes were the leading cause of death for 16- to 20-year-olds in the United States, according to the United States Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. While many [State] teens think they are invincible on the road and that nothing serious will ever happen to them, they are still at risk – especially if they aren’t buckled up. In 2007 alone, [XX] teens were killed in motor vehicle crashes across our state.
That’s why [State and/or local] law enforcement agencies are teaming up with volunteers from across [State/County/City] during National Teen Driver Safety Week October 19-25 to combat the high number of teen motor vehicle fatalities by convincing more teens to buckle up every trip, every time. 
Unfortunately, we all know teens who continue to put themselves at great risk by taking the “it will never happen to me” attitude and choosing not to buckle up. But the truth is, fatal crashes killing teens can and do happen to teens every day. 

Help us protect [State/County/City] teens by reminding them that whether they are driving across town or just around the neighborhood, wearing seat belt is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers from severe injury or even fatalities in the event of a motor vehicle crashes.

Our goal during Teen Driver Safety Week is simple: We’re going to save more lives by convincing young drivers and passengers, in the front and back seats, to always buckle up. But it is going to take all of us – parents, teachers, neighbors, community leaders, law enforcement officers and teens themselves – working together to make the difference.
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