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TEEN DRIVER SAFETY WEEK
ENFORCEMENT PLANNER

Op-Ed
[464] Words
[STATE] Law Enforcement Giving Teens a Lesson in Seat Belt Safety 

During National Teen Driver Safety Week 

Click It or Ticket Enforcement Wave Focused on Saving Lives

Fall is an extremely busy time for teenagers. Not only does it mean the return of homework and exams, it means sports and band practices, club meetings, football games, homecoming dances and many other extracurricular activities that fill their social calendars and put them back on the roads. Unfortunately though, too many teens get caught up in the hustle and bustle and aren’t buckling up when they get behind the wheel or ride with others in motor vehicles.
According to the United States Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle crashes are the number one cause of fatalities among 16- to 20-year-olds in the United States. In 2007 alone, 4,540 teen passenger vehicle occupants 16 to 20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and more than half (2,502) were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crashes.
No one will ever know what the outcome would have been for those 2,502 teens had they been wearing their seat belts, but statistics show that in that same year 72 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants involved in fatal crashes who were wearing their seat belts survived the crashes. 

Teens need a tough reminder that buckling up is the absolute best way to protect themselves and their passengers in a motor vehicle crash. That’s why state and local law enforcement agencies will once again join forces to kick off a special Click It or Ticket enforcement campaign during National Teen Driver Safety Week, October 19-25, focused specifically on teens. 
[Local Law Enforcement Agency] will be out in force, handing out tough reminders – in the form of tickets and fines – to all drivers and passengers who aren’t wearing seat belts. With increased traffic patrols and enforcement zones in areas frequented by teens and a zero-tolerance policy for seat belt violations, local officers hope to drive home the Click It or Ticket message. 
Law enforcement and highway safety partners are on a mission to put a stop to motor vehicle fatalities, and in [State] we’re doing our part to convince all motorists, especially teens, to take the first step in protecting themselves and others by always bucking up. During the stepped-up enforcement period, motorists caught not wearing seat belts will be ticketed and fined. 

- more -

Fatal car crashes can and do happen every day, and each year hundreds of lives are lost in those crashes across the state. We are asking for your help to make travel on [State] roadways safer for everyone. And here’s a special reminder for teens, unless you want to risk a ticket, or worse, your life, Click It or Ticket – day and night.
For more information please visit www.NHTSA.gov and click on the Teen Drivers link.
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