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SAMPLE TEEN BELTS
ENFORCEMENT PLANNER

SAMPLE LETTER TO EDITOR
[284] Words
Dear Editor, 

Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to prevent injuries and reduce fatalities in motor vehicle crashes, yet many [State] drivers and passengers – especially teens – still aren’t getting the message. Across the Nation thousands of teens are dying in fatal car crashes, and teens consistently rank among those least likely to buckle up. 
Unfortunately, the story isn’t much different in [State]. In 2006, [number] [State] teens ages 16 to 20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes, and of those killed, [number] teens were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash. 

Seat belts have proven to be extremely effective – preventing the death of one of every two victims of potentially fatal crashes.  
Clearly, [State] teens need a tough reminder that seat belts save lives.  So, in a special effort to combat unbelted traffic fatalities and increase seat belt use in 2008, we’re taking our message to the streets.  Together other [State] law enforcement agencies and the [Local Law Enforcement Organization] will be stepping up enforcement efforts throughout the area, buckling down on motorists who aren’t buckled up – especially teens. Be on the lookout for increased saturation patrols and enforcement zones where anyone caught not wearing a seat belt will be ticketed and fined. 

We will be out in force reminding motorists that unless you want to risk a ticket or worse, your life, please remember – no more exceptions.  No more excuses. Click It or Ticket day and night. 

Name, address and phone number. (The newspaper must have these to verify the identity of the sender, but won’t print the street address or phone number.)
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