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he Connecticut Department of Transportation’s
mission is to provide a safe, efficient, and cost-
effective transportation system that meets the
mobility needs of its users. The Division of Highway
Safety is committed to saving lives and preventing
injuries by reducing the number and severity of traffic
crashes that occur on Connecticut’s road-ways. This
Annual Report contains information on initiatives,
projects, and financial expenditures of Connecticut’s
Highway Safety Program for federal fiscal year 2005.
The highlights of this reporting period reflect a
reduction in the number of injuries and alcohol-related
fatalities, a decrease in injuries to motorcycle
operators, and an increase in occupant restraint usage.

Fatal crashes in Connecticut increased one percent
between 1999 and 2003 (270 vs. 273), compared to
increases of four percent and three percent, respectively,
in the New England region and nationwide. The greatest
number of fatal crashes occurred on State highways,
followed by local roads. More drivers ages 25-34 and 35-
44 were involved in fatal crashes than drivers in any
other age group.

Approximately three-quarters of the drivers involved in
fatal crashes were male. Fifteen percent of the drivers
involved in fatal crashes did not have a valid driver’s
license, which is comparable to the national rate (also 15
percent), but higher than the regional rate (11 percent).
The most prevalent driver-related factor in fatal crashes
was “running off the road” (40 percent), followed by
“driving too fast for conditions” or “in excess of posted
speed limit” (30 percent).

Fatalities in Connecticut decreased two percent over the
five-year period from 1999 to 2003 (301 vs.

294), compared to increases of four percent in the New
England region and two percent nation-wide. In
Connecticut, all three measures of the fatality rates—
vehicle miles traveled (VMT), population, and licensed
drivers—were considerably lower than the national rates

each year. Driver fatalities in Connecticut rose 11
percent between 1999 and 2003 (169 vs. 187),
compared to an increase of six percent in the region and
nationally. Fatalities were highest among persons ages
65 and over, followed by persons ages 25-34; 71
percent of the fatalities were men.

Alcohol-related fatal crashes in Connecticut fluctuated
between 120 and 148 over the five-year study period.
Alcohol-related fatalities decreased four percent over
the five years (136 vs. 131), compared to increases of
three percent nationwide and four percent in the New
England region. The proportion of alcohol-related
fatalities to total fatalities was higher in Connecticut
each year than in the region or the nation. Alcohol-
related fatal crashes were most likely to occur June
through September (40 percent), on Saturday and
Sunday (46 percent), and between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.
(53 percent).

Testing for Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) was
performed in 49 to 58 percent of all drivers involved in
fatal crashes in Connecticut. This amount exceeded the
regional rate in three of the five years, and the national
rate in four of the five years. The pro-portion of fatally
injured drivers tested for BAC each year was much
higher in Connecticut than nation-wide (83 percent to 88
percent vs. 71 percent to 73 percent, respectively). The
Connecticut rate exceeded the regional rate (69 percent
vs. 89 percent) in four of the five years. Of the fatally
injured drivers in




Connecticut, 34 percent had a BAC of .08 percent or
higher, compared to 28 percent in the region and 24
percent nationwide. Connecticut drivers in the 21-24 age
group were the most likely to be intoxicated (45
percent). Of the fatally injured drivers under the legal
drinking age of 21, 32 percent had a BAC of .08 percent
or higher.

Speeding-related fatalities over the five-year period from
1999 through 2003 in Connecticut ranged from 111 to
154, decreasing by two percent compared to an eight
percent increase in the region and six per-cent increase
nationwide. Of the drivers with previous speeding
convictions, 30 percent were 25-34 years of age, and 86
percent were male.

Safety belt use in Connecticut increased from 73
percent in 1999 to 83 percent in 2004, exceeding the
national rate each year with the exception of 2003. The
proportion of fatally injured passenger vehicle occupants
who were not restrained was below the national average
in each year from 1999 through 2003. The use rates for
those who survived crashes ranged from a low of 45
percent for those 21-24 years of age to 88 percent of
those under the age of five.

Safety in highway construction or work zones is
important to both motorists passing through and
personnel working at these sites. Work-zone-related
fatal and A-injury or serious crashes continued to
decline. During the 1999 through 2003 period, the
number of serious crashes fluctuated from a high of 33
in 2000 to a low of 15 in 2003.

Motorcyclist fatalities decreased 26 percent in
Connecticut over the five-years, compared to a 23
percent decrease in the New England region and

a 47 percent increase nationwide. From 1999 through
2003, there were 205 fatal crashes involving
motorcycles; 209 operators/passengers were killed in
these crashes. Seventy-one percent of the motor-
cyclists killed were not wearing helmets, compared to
approximately 50 percent of the fatalities in the New
England region and nationwide. Speed was more likely
to be a factor among motorcycle opera-tor fatalities in
Connecticut (52 percent). In addition, 39 percent of the
motorcycle operators killed had a BAC at or equal to
0.01 percent, compared to a regional rate of 36 percent
and a national rate of 29 percent.

The Traffic Records program has been making
progress over the past several years. A self-assess-
ment was completed in 2004 to provide an updated
blueprint of program status, for use and reference by all
concerned. In 2005, the Connecticut Traffic Records
Coordinating Committee, a multi-agency/ governmental
entity, oversaw this program area.

Young driver (16-20 years old) fatalities in Connecticut
increased 27 percent over the 1999-2003 period. Of all
the young drivers involved in fatal crashes, 81 percent
were male. One-half (49 percent) of the young drivers
involved in fatal crashes used an occupant restraint,
which is higher than the rate in the New England region
(39 percent), but lower than the rate nationwide (52
percent).




2003 Connecticut

Motor Vehicle Crash Profile*

Total Crashes 80,896 +2.8 percent
With Fatalities (FARS) 273
-8.4 percent
49,671 +6.3 percent
With Property Damage
Only (FARS)
With Injuries (FARS) 30,952 -2.2 percent
Number of Fatalities 294 -8.7 percent
Drivers 187
-2.6 percent
69
Passengers -9.2 percent
. 29
Motorcyclists -60 percent
Other 38 -29.6 percent
Number of Injuries 45,046 -4.3 percent
. 2,731
Severe (A) injury -8.9 percent
Moderate (B) injury 10,881 -3.1 percent
Minor (C) injury 31,434 -4.2 percent

* Percent change 2003 vs. 2002; data on “fatal” crashes
are from the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) Fatality Analysis Reporting
System (FARS); data on “injury” and “property damage
only” crashes are from the Connecticut Department of
Transportation's Collision Analysis System; “other”

includes pedestrians, bicyclists, and other non-motorists.

Preliminary 2004 data indicate that there were 2,984
fatal and serious (A) injuries, 10,459 moderate (B)
injuries, and 30,909 minor (C) injuries reported.
Increased safety belt use is one of the presumed
underlying causes of this improved safety record in
crash severity.

Enforcement efforts with their high degree of visibility
are other presumed contributing factors for
Connecticut’s improved safety record. Many local police
departments participate in mutual aid compacts to
enhance enforcement efforts, including checkpoint and
media activity. Focus areas include impaired driving,
occupant restraint, child passenger safety, speeding,
and red light running.

The success of the Highway Safety Program is
contingent on cooperation and coordination with safety
partners and the motoring public. NHTSA and the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) continue to
provide leadership and technical assistance. Various
state agencies are active participants, including the
Department of Public Safety/State Police, the State
Police Toxicology Laboratory, State of Connecticut
Judicial Branch, Department of Mental Health and
Addiction Services, Department of Public Health,
Department of Motor Vehicles, Motor Carrier Safety,
Division of Criminal Justice, Office of the Chief State’s
Attorney, and the Office of Policy and Management.
Local law enforcement agencies, through coordinated
efforts with Connecticut Police Chiefs’ Association, are
also essential partners. Schools, civic and non-profit
groups (including MADD, the Connecticut Coalition to
Stop Underage Drinking, SAFE KIDS, Connecticut
Motorcycle Riders Association), and private sector and
business organizations all serve as cooperative
partners. Connecticut also actively participates in the
Governor's Highway Safety Association (GHSA) and
the National Association of State Motorcycle Safety
Administrators.
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Crash Data / Trends

Baseline Data

1995-199¢

Progress Report Data

1997-2004

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Fatalities (Actual) 317 310 338 329 301 342 312 322 294 305
Fatality Trend 314 322 324 319 323 321 321 318 317
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Fatality Rate/100 million VMT 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.9 1.0
Fatality Rate Trend 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Injuries (Actual) 48,595 49,916 48,432 47,115 49,304 51,260 50,449 47,049 44,925 44,047
Injury Trend 49,256 48,981 48,515 48,672 49,104 49,296 49,015 48,561 48,109
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Fatality & Serious Injury Rate/100 million VMT 21.1 18.5 17.5 15.4 14.1 14.0 12.7 10.6 9.6 9.5
Fatality & Serious Injury Rate Trend 19.8 19.1 18.1 17.3 16.8 16.2 155 14.9 14.3
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Fatality Rate/100k Population 9.7 9.5 10.3 10.1 9.2 10.0 9.1 9.3 8.4 8.7
Fatality Rate Trend/100k Population 9.6 9.8 9.9 9.7 9.8 9.7 9.6 9.5 9.4
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Fatal & Serious Injury Rate/100k Population 181.0 159.1 153.2 138.0 128.8 126.8 113.8 95.9 86.8 85.2
Fatal & Serious Injury Rate Trend/100k Population 170.0 164.4 157.8 152.0 147.8 143.0 137.1 131.5 126.9
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Alcohol-Related Fatalities 138 130 133 129 134 146 144 135 131 121
Alcohol-Related Fatality Trend 134.0 133.7 132.5 132.8 135.0 136.3 136.1 135.6 133.7
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Percent of Alcohol-Related Fatalities 44% 42% 39% 39% 45% 43% 46% 42% 45% 40%
Percent of Alcohol-Related Fatalities Trend 43% 42% 41% 42% 42% 42% 42% 43% 42%
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Alcohol-Related Fatality Rate/100 million VMT 0.49 0.46 0.47 0.44 0.45 0.47 0.47 0.43 0.42 0.36
Alcohol Fatality Rate Trend 0.48 0.47 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.46 0.45
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Mean BAC in DUI Arrests 0.17 0.168 0.168 0.167 0.168 0.169 0.165 0.164 0.162
Mean BAC Trend 0.169 0.169 0.168 0.168 0.168 0.168 0.167 0.166




Baseline Data Progress Report Data
Crash Data / Trends (cont.) 1995- 1999 1997-2004
Speed-Related Fatal Crashes 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
31.0% 28.0% 39.8% 27.1% 36.3% 34.6% 43.9% 46.3% 37.2% 32.6%
S0ecH Relaied Sical Trend 30% 33%  31%  32%  33%  34% 36%  36%  36%
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Percent of Population Using Safety Belts 59.2% 67.2% 67.6%  70.1% 72.9% 76.3%  78.0% 78.0% 78.0%  82.9%
Safety Belt Use Trend 63.2% 64.7% 66.0% 67.4% 68.9%  70.2% 71.2% 71.9% 73.0%
MOTORCYCLE DATA
Injured 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
o ) ) 878 833 774 891 916 916 1052 983 930 999
Injuries /10k Registrations
172 162.0 152.6 174.6 171.1 155.1 166.9 149.4 133.8 129.3
Motorcycle Injury Trend
166.9 162.1 165.2 166.4 164.5 164.9 162.9 159.7 156.7
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Involved Fatalities 31 33 30 38 41 38 50 46 44 27
Soleiiodl Bollidiii 6.0 6.5 5.8 75 8.0 7.1 8.5 7.3 6.7 3.9
Motorcycle Fatality Trend 6.2 6.1 6.5 6.8 6.8 7.1 7.1 7.0 6.7
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Percent of Fata"ty Injured MC 52% 42% 66% 44% 42% 54% 43% 38% 48% 55%
Operators BAC > 0% Fatality
Injured Trend 47% 53% 51% 49% 50% 49% 47% 48% 48%
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PERFORMANCE GOALS AND TRENDS

Fatality Rate/VMT Baseline — 1.1
GOAL: Reduce the fatality rate/100M VMT




1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Fatality Rate/100 million VMT
Fatality Rate Trend
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PERFORMANCE GOALS AND TRENDS

—Fatal and Serious Injury Rate/VMT Baseline — 18.14 —
—GOAL: Reduce the fatal and serious injury rate
.
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Fatal and Serious Injury Rate/100 million VMT Fatal
and Serious Injury Rate Trend
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Fatality Rate/100k Population Baseline — 9.9
GOAL: Reduce the fatality rate
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PERFORMANCE GOALS AND TRENDS
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PERFORMANCE GOALS AND TRENDS

Alcohol Fatality Rate/VMT Baseline — 0.46

—GOAL: Reduce alcohol-related fatalities
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Observed Safety Belt Use Baseline — 66.03%
GOAL: Increase the observed safety belt use to 84% by 2006

85%

80%

75%

70%

65%

60%

55%  \_

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

| Percent of Population Using Safety Belts
] Safety Belt Use Trend
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Injuries /1 0k Registrations

Motorcycle Injury Trend
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Fatalities /10k Registrations
Motorcycle Fatality Trend
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Percentage of Motorcycle Operator Fatalities Percentage

of Motorcycle Operator Fatalities Trend
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/402 *405 410 411 154 AL 154 HE 157 IN 157PT 163 164 811 2003b TOTAL % OF TOTAL

Planning/ $ 80,200 $ 80,200 0.9%

Administration

Traffic Records $ 193,400 37,600 $ 231,000 2.7%
Impaired Driving| $ 182,000 307,900 3,028,700 384,800 $ 3,903,400 45.1%
Occupant Protection| $ 246,700 *0| 612,400 $ 1,347,600 15.6%
CTSP/ Safe Communities| $ 70,900 488,500 $ 70,900 0.8%
Child Passenger Safety,  $ 48,200 42,900 $ 91,100 1.1%
Motorcycles, $ 340,500 237,300 177,500 $ 755,300 8.7%
Police Traffic Services| $ 419,600 160,700 385,500 $ 965,800 11.2%
Roadway Safet $20,900 $ 20,900 0.2%
Hazard Elimination| 1,195,000 $ 1,195,000 13.8%

TOTAL $ 8,661,200 100.0%

* No agency showed interest in receiving 25% money.

Child Passenger Safety
1.1%

Planning/Administration
0.9%
|

Roadway Safety
0.2%

Traffic Records
27%

Motorcycles

8.7% 0.8%

Police Traffic Services
11.2%

Occupant Protection
15.6%

Hazard Elimination
13.8%

CTSP/ Safe Communities

Impaired Driving

45.1%




The general goal of Connecticut’s Impaired Driving
Program is to substantially reduce the number of
alcohol-related crashes. Performance goals include
reducing alcohol-related fatal crashes by five per-cent;
reducing the mean Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) at the
time of arrest to .160 percent; reducing the percentage
of alcohol-related fatalities in the 21-34-year-old age
group; reducing the percentage of alcohol-related
fatalities in the under-21-year-old age group; and
diminishing access to alcohol by teens through
collaboration with prevention partners coupled with
education and enforcement.

The Impaired Driving Program emphasized enforce-
ment with the goal of reducing driving under the
influence (DUI). Through cost-share programming, it was
possible to substantially increase the number of officers
throughout the State to engage in high-visibility DUI
enforcement. Activity included a combination of extra
DUI patrols and sobriety checkpoints. These activities
conveyed to motorists a simple message: if they drive
impaired, they will be caught.

Law enforcement agencies statewide conducted DU |
enforcement efforts during Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Years, Memorial Day, and July 4th holidays.
Expanded DUI enforcement grants were also awarded
to municipalities that qualified according to established
criteria. These grants allowed existing regional traffic
enforcement units to combine resources in regional DUI
operations. This strategy emphasized a regional police
presence and created an effective deterrent to impaired
driving by heightening the public's perception of being
apprehended. The expanded grants continued through

the fiscal year and allowed a great deal of flexibility in
deployments based on the particular needs of a
community. Some examples included targeting the
shoreline during high travel timeframes and munici-
palities with high-profile sporting events. The results of
the DUI enforcement program are listed below:

Holiday DUI Project Activity
(as of 11/09/05 - 64 municipalities reporting)

Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Years
Local Law Enforcement

= 300 DUI arrests
= 5,047 safety belt and other citations
5,417 warnings

71 checkpoints

= 12,254 hours of enforcement
Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Years - State Police
= 32 DUI citations

= 502 safety belt and other citations

699 hours of enforcement

Memorial Day/July 4th - Local Law Enforcement (61
of 64 reporting)

= 151 DUI arrests

= 3,528 safety belt and other citations
2,545 warnings

35 checkpoints

7,248 hours of enforcement

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



Funding was provided for DUI enforcement equipment,
including DUI police motorcycles, sport utility vehicles
Memorial Day/July 4th - State Police 34 (SUVs), vans, DUI mobile command vehicles, and DUI
DUI citations detention vehicles, equipped with dash-mounted and
mobile radios. DUl messages and web site addresses
504 safety belt and other citations 702 g

are visible on the high-profile enforcement vehicles that

hours of enforcement . . .
are used for routine patrols, media and community

Expanded DUI Project Activity events, checkpoints, and underage enforcement
(as of 11/09/05 - 53 of 68 reported) - (gatherings of young people in remote areas). Training
Local Law Enforcement was made available to enforcement agencies using

599 DUI arrests driving simulators” that provided a “hands-on

experience. These simulators were strategically located

13,852 safety belt and other citations throughout the State for ease of accessibility.

10,558 warnings 49 checkpoints
The Connecticut State Police conducted a “UCONN
35,693 hours of enforcement Spring Weekend Project” to reduce DUI incidences
State Police during the University’s Spring Weekend. This project
resulted in ten DUI arrests, eight possessions of
= 72 DUI citations . . . .
alcohol by a minor, six possessions of narcotics, and 90
= 1,161 safety belt and other citations safety belt violations. The City of New London purchased
1,469 hours of enforcement a DUI prisoner van for use at DUI check-points to detain
17 arrests for possession of illegal narcotics impaired drivers until they can be brought to the station
for processing. Trumbull and New Britain each
purchased DUI enforcement vehicles to enhance

evidence gathering at roadway DUI arrests.

Funding continued for a statewide DUI prosecutor/
coordinator position within the Office of the Chief State’s
Attorney. The prosecutor/coordinator focused on
increasing the ability of the Chief State’s Attorney’s
Office to successfully prosecute DUI and drug-related
traffic cases. Training and education programs designed
to better understand Connecticut's DUI laws were
provided to law

DUI messages and web site addresses are visible on high-
profile vehicles in cities and towns across the state.




enforcement and hearing officers. Consequently,
additional DUI-related cases could be successfully
prosecuted.

Youth initiatives included “zero tolerance” messages,
as well as educational efforts such as the MADD
Connecticut Youth Power Camp. Annual Power Camps
helped young people learn the skills necessary to affect
change in their communities. Youths learned ways to
change attitudes that con-done underage drinking and
drug use by addressing public policy options, joining
efforts with law enforcement, and broadcasting their
message via the media. Alcohol incentive funds were
used to support the 2005 Power Camp; its 153 total
participants were comprised of students, adult leaders,
staffers, two New York towns, and management
personnel representing 17 schools and community
organizations. The level of participation remained the
same as last year, which was a 50 percent increase in
participation over 2003.

The Division of Highway Safety and the State
Toxicology Laboratory purchased new DUI detection
equipment and provided training for the Laboratory’s
chemists. This will specifically address the use of
prescription, over-the-counter medications, and drugs
of abuse/controlled substances that impair an
automobile operator’s abilities.

Working with the media—including television, radio, and
print—were an integral program component. The
Division of Highway Safety coordinated efforts to
conduct a public service Ad Challenge contest for high
school and college students. The program identified
and reached out to 320 Connecticut high schools,
colleges, and student organizations such

as SADD, to raise awareness for the contest and
gauge interest in participation. Over 1,000 posters
were created and distributed to high schools and
colleges to promote the contest. The Connecticut
Association of Schools and radio partner, Clear
Channel, provided public service announcements.
The Ad Challenge used the existing Drink-Drive-
Lose.com web site as a platform to support the
contest. Participants were encouraged to submit a
television, radio or print advertisement and/or flash
piece. A panel reviewed the top twelve sub-missions
and selected four winners. Highlights of the contest
include:

= 58 students submitted concepts

7,000 web site hits were recorded from
February through May

1,271 online votes were cast

= 1 .6 million media impressions valued at $49,000

= 40 media placements

Additionally, the Connecticut Department of
Transportation conducted a public information cam-
paign encouraging motorists to drive responsibly
during the holiday season. The campaign employed
both television and radio commercials, in which
Governor M. Jodi Rell was featured as spokesperson.

Future strategies will include concentrated enforce-
ment of DUI laws, coupled with media assistance, in
areas defined as overly represented in alcohol-related
crashes; participation in national mobilization

efforts; coordination of programming efforts with
traditional and nontraditional partners; increase of law
enforcement and judicial training; and enhancement of
web site educational efforts.

37
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During 2005, approximately $3,682,200 was spent to
accomplish these activities.

The general goal of Connecticut's Police Traffic Services
Program is to significantly reduce the number of speed-
related crashes. Performance goals include reducing the
percentage of speed-related crashes by five percent; and
by the end of 2006 reducing from 65 percent to 55
percent, the high level of crashes that occur because of
the four pre-dominant contributing factors: following too
closely, failure to grant the right of way, traveling too fast
for road conditions, and violating traffic controls.

Countermeasure programming focused on increasing
the number of regional traffic enforcement

units (RTUs). At present, Connecticut’s law enforcement
community is composed entirely of State and local
agencies. A gap exists in enforcement due a lack of
county or regional agencies. Through mutual aid
agreements, Connecticut has established a statewide
network of RTUs comprised of State and local
enforcement agencies within regions of the State.

The RTUs achieve continuous statewide comprehensive
traffic enforcement by sharing personnel and equipment
within the unit. This allows agencies to regularly
participate in traffic enforcement check-points that would
ordinarily be cost prohibitive. The RTUs are an integral
component of Connecticut’s traffic enforcement structure
and have proven to be successful. The mobility and
visibility of those units have successfully projected a
broad police presence to the public. There are currently
fourteen RTUs statewide.

In 2005, the Town of North Branford purchased
traffic safety equipment that is shared between
North Branford and Branford working together

as the Totoket Regional Traffic Unit. The equipment
includes Whelen LED lightbars, Turboflare traffic
warning sets, and Traffic Master advanced warning
signs. This equipment is available for use by both towns
during DUI checkpoint activities.

Speed enforcement objectives were enhanced through the
purchase and use of digital display speed awareness trailers.

The Town of Andover successfully conducted a
Hazardous Moving Violation Project on Connecticut
Route 6, which is one of the most dangerous roads in the
State. Through this project, patrols were con-ducted
during the day and evening using marked and unmarked
vehicles. This project resulted in 592 moving violation
citations. The town of Marlborough also conducted a
local Hazardous Moving Violations Project on Routes 2
and 66. These routes were selected due to a significant
increase in traffic crash-es. The law enforcement activity
generated 130 citations and 51 warnings issued as a
direct result of this grant.




Multi-year traffic enforcement continued with munic-
ipalities determined to have severe traffic safety
problems unique to their jurisdictions. The towns of
Berlin and Newington share common borders on
Connecticut Routes 5 and 15. Both towns had pro-
grams to address speeding and aggressive driving
problems. To date, Berlin reported 970 citations for
speeding and aggressive driving violations, while
Newington reported 170 citations and 69 warnings. The
City of New Britain identified 15 “high-crash locations”
and realized a 48 percent reduction in traffic crashes in
the identified areas during the first year of funding (FY
2003). The total number of crashes at the high-
frequency locations has significantly dropped from a
high of 376 in the second quarter of 2003, to 140 in the
third quarter of 2004. Officers issued 1,152 traffic
citations in 2004.

In Branford, drivers running red lights caused over 45
percent of traffic crashes in 2003. In these crash-es,
termed “T-bone” crashes, the chance of death or
serious injury increases by 15 percent over an

Occupant protection messages were prominently
displayed at a variety of public outreach venues.

ordinary road crash. Although Connecticut does not yet
employ the use of cameras at intersections, other
countermeasures were taken to address the problem.
The Branford Police Department initiated a Red Light
Running program during 2005. The major components
of this project were enforcement and education. The
Town purchased a police motorcycle and developed
and distributed posters, billboards, and other public
information items to educate the motoring public. This
project reinforces the idea that Branford has a “zero
tolerance” for red light running.

Using conventional and non-conventional vehicles, the
Connecticut State Police organized several teams to
address aggressive driving. Officers engaged in
targeted enforcement in areas where speeding was
prevalent and data indicated that speed was a
contributing factor in collisions. The teams assimilated
with traffic in unmarked vehicles to locate speeders
and take action in the identified target areas. Troopers
targeted areas that were difficult to enforce with
conventional police vehicles, and targeted times when
many of the violations would occur, based on studies
and performance measures. Enforcement efforts
during the year resulted in 8,357 citations involving
8,872 motor vehicle violations.

Federal funds of $183,904.77 were expended under the
157-PT program to implement traffic enforcement
initiatives that address racing, reckless driving,
speeding, aggressive driving, traveling too fast,
violating traffic controls and other problems.
Resources were also used to implement the Law
Enforcement Challenge, formally know as the Chief’s
Challenge.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION



Federal funds of $553,725 were expended under the
402-PT program to address hazardous moving
violations, speed enforcement, red light running, and to
implement a comprehensive safety compliance and
speed enforcement project conducted by Connecticut
State Police. Resources were also used to obtain traffic
enforcement equipment for several RTUs.

The general goal of Connecticut's Occupant Protection
Program is to maintain safety belt use rates at a level
that is consistently above the national average of 82
percent. Performance goals include reducing the
percentage of serious (fatal + “A”) injuries resulting
from motor vehicle crashes from 8.4 percent in 2000 to
6.9 percent in 2006. Additional performance goals
include reducing the percentage of moderate (“B”)
injuries resulting from motor vehicle crashes from 23.9
percent in 2000 to 20 percent in 2006.

Efforts undertaken were designed to increase
awareness and adherence to Connecticut's occupant
protection laws with a priority given to enforcement and
education. Partnerships have been built with
representatives from law enforcement, media, health
professionals, education, and local civic organizations.
Programming included enforcement activities, such as
checkpoints and participation in national mobilizations.
Public information and education activities were
administered through media announcements and
support materials. Concentrated safety week efforts
included “Buckle Up America Week” and “Child
Passenger Safety Awareness Week.” These initiatives
are nationwide

efforts to increase awareness of the need for proper
use of safety belts and child safety seats. The
Highway Safety Law Enforcement Committee, together
with the Division of Highway Safety, continued to
explore innovative strategies for strengthening
enforcement and education efforts. Law enforcement
officials offered Convincer/Rollover public
demonstration programs. These programs give indi-
viduals the opportunity to experience a low-speed
impact and “convince” the rider that they need to wear
a safety belt when riding in a vehicle. The Rollover
simulator also demonstrates the need for safety belt
use by providing a visual experience of what happens
when a vehicle is involved in a rollover crash.

The Divison of Highway Safety developed a selective
traffic enforcement program entitled WAVE. Each
WAVE directed a concentrated enforcement effort
designed to enforce Connecticut's seat belt laws.
There were two “Click it or Ticket” Enforcement
WAVEs/Mobilization efforts held between October 1,
2004, and September 30, 2005. A safety belt
enforcement WAVE began with a pre-WAVE seat belt
observation survey. The first WAVE was conducted in
November 2004 with 147 agencies participating. An
83.9 percent post-WAVE safety belt usage rate was
achieved. Enforcement activity included a total of
10,996 safety belt citations, 1,695 speeding citations, 59
child safety seat citations, 174 DUI arrests, and 3,018
citations for miscellaneous violations. The second
WAVE took place in June 2005 with 158 agencies
participating. An 87 percent post-WAVE safety belt
usage rate was reported, which was a four percent
increase from the previous rate. Enforcement activities
for this




WAVE included 13,308 safety belt citations, 2,600
speeding citations, 97 child safety seat citations, 270
DUI arrests, and 3,553 citations.

The spring 2005 statewide scientific survey revealed an
82 percent safety belt usage rate. This represents a five
percent increase over 2003 and is consistent with the
national average. The survey deter-mined statewide
safety belt usage for drivers and front seat passengers in
passenger vehicles only, during daytime hours. A small
statewide survey was conducted prior to the spring
WAVE period to establish a baseline belt use rate. After
the spring WAVE period, the full statewide survey was
conducted; this survey establishes the statewide rate for
the year. The pre- and post-WAVE surveys