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Toyota, Nissan Recall Floor Mats, Gas Tubes

By Ken Thomas
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Toyota says it will recall optional "all-
weather” floor mats in 55,000 Lexus ES 350 and Tovota
Carary passenger cars in North America because the mat could
interfere with the accelerator and lead to a crash.
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration issued a MT—e——. X
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consumer advisory about the heavy-duty rubber floor mats, 3

noting that if unsecured, the mat could move forward, trap the

gas pedal and cause the vehicle to accelerate uncontrollably.

In a separate move, Nissan said it was recalling nearly 420,000
sport utility vehicles because of possible corrosion in the tube
through which motorists pump gasoline.

The recall involves Nissan Pathfinder and Infiniti QX4 SUVs
from the 1997-2001 model years. More than 370,000 of the
vehicles under recall originally were sold or are currently
registered in 22 "cold weather" states and Washington D.C.
Another 45,000 of the vehicles are in Canada.

Nissan said its recall was prompted by an inadequate amount of coating on a bracket beside the fuel-filler tube assembly. In
states that use road salt during the winter, a mixture of snow, water and salt could cause corrosion on the bare metal part of the
tube and allow fuel to leak.

Nissan spokesman Fred Standish said there had been no reports of fires or
injuries.

In the Toyota recall, involving models for 2007 and early 2008, NHTSA urged
drivers of other vehicles, including the Avaion and Prius, to check the driver-side
floor mats to ensure they were properly installed. NHTSA spokesman Rae Tyson
said it was taking the step "because we believe potentially it is a very serious safety
issue."

Toyota spokesman Bill Kwong said the automaker had received no complaints
about the Avalon or Prius. In some cases, he said the floor mats — used to collect
rain water, mud and snow — were stacked atop the original carpet mats and
wedged up against the accelerator.

Toyota has received 22 complaints and learned of six accidents allegedly connected to the issue. Kwong said they did not know
of any injuries linked to the mats.
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