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Family Killed when Car Accelerator Blicks STORY?
SHARE:
TUESDAY, SEFTEMBER 1, 2009 photos

filad unger. family

A California highway palrol officer and thres family members were killed when their car's
aceelerator stuck and they crashed going 100 mph. & traffic expert tells us what {0 do i we sver
fined ourselves iy 2 similar sttuation.

Cops say someons in the 2009 Lexus 8 350 cailed 911 grm—
just after 6:30 PM last Friday 1o report the stuck
accelerator. Wilnesses saild the car was fraveling
niorthbound on Route 125 in Saniese, CA, when it
siammed into the rear end of a Ford Explorer, plowed
ovar a curb, and went through a fence belore hitting an
smbankment and going aifbome. it reporiediy rofied
severgl imes before stopping and bursiing into flames in
the nearby San Diege Hiver basin, according © the San

N\ " JEV-F T S S
Diegoe Union-Trbuns,

B s ic. Il G s daughier,
13; and his brother-in-law, — 38,
wera gl killed in the orashy, according 10 the CHP.

The car he was driving was a ipaner car from a looal car
dealership, as Saylor had recently dropped off his regular

vehicle for servicing.

Tovola, which makes Lexus cars, had recalled the "gliweather” fioor mats in fis 2008 version of that car
modsi because of complainis about them sliding forward and jamming the acceiaraior. A sales manager
at the dealership said he wasn't sure which mats were in the Lexus loansd o Saylor,

Toyota issued 2 siatement saying the company is deaply sorry 16 hear about the Sayior incident.

"Wa gre unable o comment on this tragic gccident untif all the {acts are known,” the statemeant said. "itis
imponant 5 avoid specuiation and aliow any investigation 1¢ run its course.”

What should we do ¥ this ever happens 1o us? We called our friend Mr. Traffic, ak.a. 3_ for
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guidancea.

"Knowing what to do in the unlikely case of a gas pedal sticking might save your life,” he says. "Firsst of ali,
g happens rarely, bud i you keep your wits about you and do not ;,as:a;,, it can make all the differenca”

Here arg bis top tips:

« First, iry o hit the pedal o make sure nothing is
forcing # down.

= Next, PUT THE CAR IN NEUTBRAL IMMEDIATELY,
and gantly siart 1o brake, being awars of the raffic
around you, and pull the car to the side of the sireet
OF rad as 8001 a8 possible.

« The iast resost is wrning off the ignition, but you
have 10 make sure that you do not lock the sieering
wheel. You will Iose your power in the brakes and
steering. DC NOT try 1o drive the vehicle, as it will rev
the angine 1o a dangerous isvel

"Knowing whatl 10 do in a polential emergency is what
makes a driver a driver," [ says. "Anvone can
step on the gas and go straight, but do you know how
10 avoid a collision, of something ke this?"

For more on how 1 deal with emergency situations, check cut w
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Five aboul 2 biocks from where thig happensad. g such a tragic oulcoma. Saveral paopie we Know weare
there when i happened &3 the area is the main axils o get into Santee from coming home from woik, My
heart goes out o this family and my prayars are with them. From whatl we have heard, He had tried
evaryihing that was suggesisd in the article and i ail falled. its going 1o be really interasting 1c ses what the
cutceme of this whole thing is.
- mary
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