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Floor mat may have trapped accelerator in CHP
officer's crash, death

By Debbi Baker
LN TRIBUNE STAFE WRITER
4:34 pan. Septamar 9, 2008

SAN DIEGO - A praiiminary investigation into the fiery crash thiat kitled a California Highway Patiol officer and three
family membears indicates it may have been caused by an accelerator rapped by a floor mat, said Sheriff's Departmant
officials.

Witneases saw flames coming from the front and rear tires of the p::eu'h*g 2009 Lexus ES 350 before it orashed Aug.

28 in Santae, suggasiing “long, constant beavy braking,” said Sgi. Scoit Hill, the lead sheriif's inveshigator,

illee ware CHP Offica ||| o e wits, both 45 their 13-yaar-old daughter, o< 38 veeroid
I ;| ¢ Chuia Vista. Lastreliz was rother.

In acdition o e Sheriifs Department, the National Highway Traffic Safaty Administration and the Galfornia M ;hwz \%
Fatrol are part of the investigative team. NHTSA contacted the department after hearing about the crash and asked 10
asgist in the investigation, Mill said ‘x“w'uz:-dn-:as-:;{a),/.

T

investigators examined the wreckags of the lciry sedan and were able o recover the brakes, the acoelzrator and the
floor mate from the badly burned vehicle, na said.

The car, a loaner from Bob Baker Lexus E' Cajon, was equipped with “all-weather” fleor mats, designed for Lexus
venicies made betwaen 2004 and 2003, he azid. Hill would net further eiaborate on the mats or how they were
instalisd,

Allwaather mals instaiiad in 2007 and 2008 modeis of the Lexus £8 380 were recalled by manufanturar Toyaia in
November 2807 due to compiainte that,  not properly installed, the mats could slide forward and trap the gas pedal in
the apen position.

Hill explained that when the matis nol in the right pestion and the accelaraior is pushed down, i bacomes caught
batweern rids of the rubber mat and will not release

Srian Lyons, vabicle safely and quaiity communication manager for Toyota USA, said Wadnescay that the all-weather
mats, which are a”?de of rubber, were redesigned at the time of the recall. He said the new mats from the manufacturer
have = different shape and retaining system and are designed not to interinte with the gas pedal even if not properly
clippad to the f?ook.

Lyona said the racailed rubber mats wers mada o usa in place of the carpet mats, but some consumers inecorractly put
them on thp of the camel mals.

According to the NHTSA recall regor, thare were incidents = which doutia mats ied 1o stdcen accslerstion.

Hii the Sheriff's Department investigator, said the Leyua in the accident did not have dounle mats.

o

oyc;lta se ert leiters to the registered ownars of the 30,800 Lexus cars invelved i the recall, asking them o retum and
raglace tha drivers side mats and said it would change the packaging of e mats 10 wam owners about imgroper

i

Dave Ezratly, vice president of Bob Baker Lexus i Cajon, said Weadnesday that the dealer was refraining from
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commenting uniil the entire investigation is done.

accounis, evidence front the crash scene and the 9114 ¢ca
sampiete in a few weeks, he said.

Hiit szid iny
mada by back se

estigators are studying ine burned Lexus, witness
al passenger Lastradla. A fUH report should ’w

The car was northeound at soout 120 mph on state Houle 128 about 8:30 p.r., Hill said, when it enfered &
intersection with Mission Gorge Read, clipped the rear comer of a Faord ::xpiora and than plowed over 4 ,\srb and

through a fence bafore hitting an embankment and going airbore. it rofied several times and then burst inio flames.

Hiif thinks wiho wag driving, started to exparience problems with the accelerater somatime before he reached
the Boute 125 and interstaie 8 intarsection, which is about five miles from Mission Qorge Road. Several peogla calied
o repor that the car was seen spesding and weaving in and out of lanes with its emergancy flashers on,

Hiif aaid the evidence shows that there was prolonged "heavy, heavy, hard braking.”
“He <iid everything he couid to stop that car,” he said
and when the car ran off the road, Hill s

{twas a mattar of minutas tebyaen when aid, and

had o make =

the provlam startax

“He was still trying to figure out what was wrong with the oar,” Hill said. - a 19-vear CHP veteran, must have

waorked extramely bard o manewver e Lexus to aveid oiher cars on the heavily travelad roadway, only hitting the one
vehicie, Hifl said.

“We ware very unky that there wera not more ceaths,” Ml saic,

invastigatons 6o not know i-tried to shift tie ooy into neutral or i ne iried to shut off the angine.

The NHTSA racall repert from 2007 found et seme Lexus drivers with siuck aceslerators tried 1o twrn off the car with
the engine control button but didn't know the button must be held for three seconds. in addition, the report said that
nifting the brakes muiliple imes depletad the car's vacuum-dasaed powear assist, making it more difficuit fo stop the car

znd possibly resuiting in overheated brakes,

Ly ns of Toycta USA, said Wadnescay that the comgany hasn't seen praliminary regorts from the investigation and
can't comment on tha aceident at this point.

Debbi Baker: (819) 283-1710;
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53 minutes agae
Lunky you he921264

it s realdly important o avold having loose tams in the oar. A sharp trn or break can causs thoge Hams go near
breakizeceiarator and interfere with thelr proper function Zepecially folks with Kids in the bac kse i - ids
siways drops things and these can slip under the driver's seat i reach the brakes,

And if things fail {celighone, wallat, pen, glassas, water toltle/oap 210} - consider it an ememgency and pull over
2z0.
1 person fiked this comiment.
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33 M
Lagks ik atter call 2 lawyer. This is a tailor made wrongfui Geath casa if I've aver seen one.

1 person ks
o Like

o Repo
O Raply

o MNore F
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B o520 Py
Thera iz no way o shift the car in neutral, or wirn i off? {yes you lnsa power steering and brakes, but you would
ayanitally stop)
3 Like
> Hapot
Raply
Nore F

00 C

~
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| i AR A8 minutes ago

it's right there in the story: The way o shut off the enging is o hoid the "engine conrol buiton” in for three
seconds. But who would know that? Maybs an experienced owner, but not somebody driving & deci
lendor vehicia, | have alse encounterad some cars that won't let you shift when tha engine RPMs are nigh
gnough to damage the ransmission in 2 lower gzar, so that is not too surprising.

r's

i think this i> a terribly negligent desion on the part of Lexus: | suppose ihey could argue that you should be
abde to drive 120 MPH, but why would they ignoms the braka pedai position? | you are standing on tha
brakes, obvi 'ueiy rouU want t; o.opi if the brakes are engaged to the point of failure, th¢n the engine
aontroller shouid égnme 5 pedal position (assume i s shuck) and cut off the injaction of fusl into the
encing.

G Like

o Report

O Regly

o More ¥

&

B oinuies aco
Further, if the ignition button is being repeatedly pressed p(" saibly from a panickad driver), it's
obviousiy not an accident and they are ‘u;,':.‘g to turn the engine of.

The engine should turn off either by holding it down for @ few seconds, OR by prassing the buiton
repeaiacy, FOOR dasigni!
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o NMore ¥

&

Today 05:10 PM
What a bummar. RiP Officer Saylor and family.
{ just puichased ruboer mats for my wiles naw Acura Bl
i'm takm\&; them back. We'll repiace the much more expenaived foor nigs when needed instead.
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| oo thoughty there had to ba more to the story than | was reading. Looks like | was wrong.
oo Like
< Repot

Today 05:06 PM

M fike this happen and it was terrifying. | was oul off exiting onto Mira Mesa Blvd from the 15
Morth and when | hit my brakes a vegi can rolied under the brake pedal. Luckily | realized with enough time 1o
grab the can cutfrom under the pedal and the light stayad valiow iong anough for me to speed through, but this
couid have eagily hesn me if I'd panicked.

What g tragedy! My prayers go out to this whele family.
O Lk
o Report
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e}
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Today 05:03 FM

Though this iz a ferible tragedy and | giva my condolencas fo everyvons affected, but | have 1o wonder why the
driver didn't put the cgr in neutral
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Guest Today 05:02 FM
Wow, Toyohz will never hear the eng of this,, .

Ang i the mats wera incorrectly instaiied by the Desler--lock out. The atiorneys are lining up.
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t's probably the "Made in China' tag.
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Today G4:56 P
waiting for all ine posters to respond wno said this was maybe a suicide by the oificer. Don't you just iove how
everyona is €0 ouiok o draw conclusions without ail the evidence?
1 peracn liad this comment.
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You'te 8 o0p, you have a gon, there are fastar ways 1o kill yoursalf
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%
sdohrgiboy Today 0830 FM

| agres but this story fire! broke, thers were postars who were saying this siory seemed fishy and they
shouid shie i the cop owad a lof of monay ele and it sounded fike suicide.
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