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Floor mat suspected in fatal car crash

Accelerator could have bacoms stuck
By Debbi Baker .
CHREON - TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER digg it
2:60 a.m. Seplember 10, 2008

A preliminary investigation into the fary crash that killed a Californis
Highway Patro! officer and three family members indicates it may have

caen causaa oy an acceleralor trapped by a fionr mal, sald Sheriif's -
Department officiais. Hear the @11 call. Warning:
f‘\

L Graphic o)ntent
Withesses saw flames coming from the front and rear fires of the
speeding 2008 Lexus £S5 350 before it crashed Aug. 28 in Dantee,

suggasting “ong, constant heavy braking,” said Sgi. Seoit Hill) the lead sheriff's investigator,

and his wife both 45, their 13-year-old daughie: [0t 38 veeroid
wasg roiher.

in acdition 10 tha Sheriifs Department, the National *‘Ilgi"v‘\ir'\' Traffic Safety Acministration and the CHFP are part of the
7 hearing about the crash and askad 10 assist

aitve tearm, NHTSA contacted the depariment
investigation, Hill said yesterday. Envestig\zm's sxaminad the wrackags of the uiry sedan and were *olc to rcr*ovu

the brakes, the gocelsraior and the fioor mats from the badiy duimed venicie, he said.

Killag ware CHP Officar
zil of Chula Vista,

The car, a loaner fram Bob Bakar Laxus £i Cajon, was equipped with "zil-weather” floor mats, designed for Lexus
vehicies made bebwaen 2004 and 2003, he said. Hill would not urther eiaborate on the mals or how they were
instatied,

All-waather mats instalied in 2007 and 2008 modeis of the Lexus £8 350 were recalled by manufacturar Toyeia in
November 2007 due to compizints tnat, f not propetrly installeg, the mats could slide forwarg and trap tha gas pedal.

Hii explained that when the matis nol in the right position and the accelsraior is pushed down, i bacomes caught
batween rips of the rubber mat and will not release

Srian Lyons, vahicle safety and quality communication manager for Toyota USA, said yasierday that the all-wesather
mats, which zre made of rubber, werg redesigned at the time of the recall. He said the new mats from the manufacturer
have z diifferent shape and reiaining system and are designead not to interiare with the gas pacal even i not properly
clippad to the ficor.

Lyona said the racalled rubber mats wera mada to usa in place of the carpet mats, but some consumers inecrractly put
the on thp of the camet mais,

According to the NHTEA recall report, thare were incidents i which douibia mats ied io sudden acceleration.

Hif, the Shariff's Department investigalor, said the Lexus i the accident did not have double mats.

Tovoia sent letters to the rey .ore‘i o ‘v wars of the 30,800 Lexus cars involvad i the recall, ashing them o retum and
'*pl.m; tna driver's side mats ang said it wo JEd change the packaging of na mats o warn owners about improper
instaliztion.

Dave Ezratty, vice president of Bob Bakar Laxus £ Gajon, said yestarday hat the dealer was refraining irom
commenting uniil the entire investigation is done.
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Floor mat suspected in fatal car crash

Hit said investigalors are studying the bumed Lexus, withess accounis, evidence front the orash scene and a 911 catt
mada by back gest passengar Lastralle whoe reported that the car's accelerator was siuck and they could not stop. A full
raport should be compiete in a few weeks, he said.

The car was northbound at about 120 mph on atate Routs 125 z2bout §:30 p.m., Hill said, when itenterad a 7~
infersecion with Mission Gorgs Road, H clipped the raar corner of 8 Ford Expiorer and then plowed over a curb and
through a fence before hitting an embankment and going aitbome. i rolisd several times and then burst into flames.

Hii thinkes . < wos driving, stated o experiance problems with the aoceierater semetime safo he
rezohed the Route 125 and Inferstate 8 intersection, which is about five milzs from Mission Gorge Read. Severa
penpie called 1 report thal the car was seen speading and weaving in and out of lanes with its emaergenay flasharns on.

it was a maiter of minutes between when the preblem started and when the car ran off the road, Hil said, andjj | |
had to make a “spiii-second decision” to head straight into the intersection rather than o {ake the siale Roule 52 curve.

investigators do not know i -ried to shift the car inic neutral or if he tried to shut off the engine.

The NHTSA rmacall report frem 2007 iound that seme Lexus drivers with sluick acealerators tried (o turn off the car with
the engine control button but didn't know the butfon must be held for three seconds. in addiion, the report said that
sitting the brakes multiple imes degletad the car's vacoum-vased power assist, making it more difficeit {o stop the car
and possibly resuiting in overheated brakas,

Hil said tho evidence shows that there was prolongad “heavy, heayy, hard braking.”
“(Saylor) did sverything he could to stap that car,” he said.
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