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PREFACE

The human and economic consequences of motor vehicle crashes are unaffordable and
unacceptable. The Louisiana Highway Safety Commission recognizes that future improvements
will be attained through collaboration and partnership of multiple state and federal agencies,
municipal, parish, and state law enforcement, and non-profit organizations throughout Louisiana.

Louisiana road safety partners and stakeholders recognize the need to coordinate activities and
resources to achieve safer transportation conditions. The following Highway Safety Plan and
Performance Plan is a result of a two year process involving a multi disciplinary approach to
establishing safety related goals, objectives, and performance measures relevant to the high
priority emphasis areas designated by data analysis.

It is important to note that the Louisiana State Strategic Plan was completed as a result of TEA-
LU's HSIP section of funding and was launched in the fall of 2006. The development of the plan
was facilitated by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development with support from
Cambridge Systematic, Inc. The ongoing collaboration among state traffic safety professionals
and the joint implementation is crucial to the future success in saving lives on Louisiana roadways.




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Louisiana continues to face a highway safety crisis. In 2008, the traffic fatality rate per 100 million
vehicle miles traveled was 2.18 which is substantially above the National average of 1.45 in 2005.
The increase may be due, at least in part, to better reporting practices; however, it is necessary to
continually re-evaluate programs to provide the most effective means of outreach.

In 20086, there were 886 fatal crashes in Louisiana, resulting in a total of 982 fatalities and 48,000
injury crashes. Table 1 shows the five year trend (2002 — 2006)

Licensed

Drivers Fatal Crashes Fatalities Fatality Rate

2002 2839 433 818 914 2.1

2003 2799 442 826 938 2.1

2004 2868 445 886 991 2.2

2005 2839 450 874 958 2.

2006 2869 450 886 982 2.2
Table 1

Accomplishments include a dramatic improvement in the timeliness and quality of crash data;
exemplary working relationships among the LHSC, DOTD, LSP, and FHWA; the existence of
dedicated champions in place to facilitate the plans implementation; and numerous safety
programs and projects implemented.

Opportunities continue to exist for additional partnerships and collaboration, enhanced
communication, and further critical analysis of crash data. The LHSC recognizes the following
challenges:

e Crash trends were generally moving downward until 2003; however, this is due at
least in part to improved reporting practices.

e Cultural issues of alcohol consumption are a significant factor in Louisiana’s
impaired driving rates.

e Laws addressing underage accessibility of alcohol, outlet density of alcohol
establishments, back seat occupant restraint laws, graduated licensing, and
substantial fines for moving and non-moving violations will further encourage driver
behavior change.

 Inconsistency of law enforcement training creates a knowledge gap among officers.
e There is a lack of emphasis in young driver training.

e Data collection surpasses the need for crash data alone and the inclusion of motor
vehicle data, adjudication, pre-trial diversion, and recidivism will further improve the
analysis of our traffic safety systems.




THE HIGHWAY SAFETY PLANNING PROCESS

Efforts began in 2004 to develop a Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). Subsequently, in
August 2005, SAFETEA-LU was signed and codified a requirement for all states to develop
strategic highway safety plans. The HSP establishes goals, objectives, strategies, and
performance measures based on thorough examination of crash and other types of traffic-related
data and through dialogue among many partners. The extensive, ongoing data analysis process
examines the nature and location of safety problems.

Many agencies have participated and continue to be committed to the development and
implementation of the Louisiana Strategic Highway Safety Plan. The collaboration strategies
utilized include: developing a structure for energizing and implementing a continuous collaborative
decision-making environment; reaching agreement on priority problem areas and characteristics
identified through data analysis; and participating in the development and implementation of
strategies related to the goal and objectives. The team involved in the planning process includes
key staff from the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission, Louisiana Department of Transportation
and Development, Louisiana State Police / LSP Troop Commanders, Louisiana Transportation
Research Center, Louisiana State University, Operation Lifesaver, Louisiana Office of Public
Health, Louisiana Planning Council, Louisiana Office of Motor Vehicles, Capitol Regional Planning
Commission, New Orleans Planning Commission, Federal Highway Administration, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, Federal Railroad Administration, Fire Departments, Louisiana Chief
of Police Association, Louisiana Sheriffs Association, Louisiana Municipal Association, Louisiana
Motor Transport Association, Louisiana District Attorneys Association, Louisiana Police Jury
Association, Emergency Medical Services / Office of Vital Records.

Additional stakeholders supporting the LHSC projects include:
AAA
African American Sororities
All Major Railroads
Applied Technology Inc.
Attorney Generals Office
Baton Rouge Alcohol & Drug Abuse Council
Baton Rouge Alcohol Beverage Control
Baton Rouge Mayor's Office
Baton Rouge Safety Council
Blue Cross Blue Shield
Campus Restaurant/Bar Owner
Coroners Association
Crime Labs
Department of Education / Motorcycle Program
Department of Health and Hospitals




Department of Insurance

Department of Public Safety Data Processing
Department of Transportation and Development
District Attorneys Association

DRE/SFST Instructors

Driving Schools

DWI Task Force

East Baton Rouge Parish | CARE

EMS

ENCARE

Faith Based Communities

Federal Highway Administration

Fire Departments

Hospitality Industry Leaders

Hospitals

Houma Alcohol & Drug Abuse Council
Jefferson Parish Courts, 1% & 2™

Juvenile Probation

La. STARS (Louisiana Alliance Youth Advisory Board)
Lafourche SO

Law Enforcement

Legislators

LHSC Law Enforcement Liaisons

LHSC Diversity Coordinators

Louisiana Highway Safety Commission
Louisiana Highway Safety Commission Youth Advisors (21)
Louisiana Passenger Safety Task Force
Louisiana State Police

Louisiana State University

Louisiana Supreme Court

Louisiana Youth Prevention Services

LSU Baton Rouge Campus Community Coalition for Change
LSU Medical Center

MADD




Mayors

Metropolitan Planning Offices
Mockler Beverage

National OJJDP, Bureau of Justice

National Responsible Hospitality Industry Consultant

New Orleans Alcohol & Drug Abuse Council
New Orleans Charity Hospital

NHTSA Law Enforcement Liaison

NHTSA Regional Program Manager
NHTSA Washington & Region

Office of Motor Vehicle

Office of Public Health

Office of Risk Management

Operation Lifesaver

Parish School Bus Transportation Supervisors
Police Juries

Pride of St. Tammany

Regional Planning Office

SADD

Safe & Drug Free Schools

Safe Communities

Safe Kids

Safety Councils

Safety Management Systems

School Boards

Southern University Blacks Against Destructive Decisions (BADD)

State Alcohol Beverage & Tobacco Control
State Risk Management

State School Bus Transportation Supervisors Association

Tangipahoa Alcohol & Drug Abuse Council
Terrebonne General Hospital
Traffic Court Judges

Universities




In addition to the planning partners and stakeholders listed above, the LHSC is supported by a
board of 21 Commissioners. Executive Committee members denoted with an asterisk.

Erroll C. Babineaux, Jr.  Lafayette Parish 7" Congressional District
Allen C. Champagne* St. Tammany Parish 1% Congressional District
Laura Curb, PhD. Union Parish 5™ Congressional District
Bobby W. Deen* Grant Parish 5" Congressional District
Stephen J. Gremillion Avoyelles Parish 8" Congressional District
Orian A. Gulotta Iberville Parish 5" Congressional District
Tommy Head* Caddo Parish 1% Congressional District
Elizabeth “Sue” Johnson* East Baton Rouge Parish 6" Congressional District
Richard J. LeBouef Vermillion Parish 7™ Congressional District
Henry K. Lee* St. Mary Parish 3" Congressional District
Charles W. McGowan East Baton Rouge Parish 6" Congressional District
Joseph D. Milioto St. John Parish 3" Congressional District
Bette Dee Mule Jefferson Parish 1% Congressional District
Bobbie J. Price* Bossier Parish 4™ Congressional District
Norris P. Rader, Sr. Iberia Parish 3" Congressional District
Irving C. Suire* Vermillion Parish 7™ Congressional District
Charles Tapp East Baton Rouge Parish 6" Congressional District
Jimmie P. Thorns, Jr. Orleans Parish 1% Congressional District
Deano B. Thornton Winn Parish 5™ Congressional District
Godfrey P. Trahan Vermillion Parish 7" Congressional District
Carl J. Vicknair St. James Parish 3" Congressional District

The LHSC administers projects in accordance with the Highway Safety Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-564) and guidelines promulgated by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Louisiana projects support the nine
National Priority Program Areas (NPPA) identified by NHTSA, Safe Communities and Railroad
Safety. The LHSC has developed a problem identification method based on the most current
available data that recognizes state, parish, and municipality needs.

The State of Louisiana operates under the provisions of the Highway Safety Act of 1966, (23
U.S.C. 402). TITLE 23—HIGHWAYS. Additionally, the State of Louisiana has enacted R.S.
48:1351 — 1357 to provide guidance for administration, Commission terms, meetings, expenses,
Executive Director, Executive Committees, Powers and Duties.




PLANNING PROCESS:

The planning process for the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission is a cyclical process that is in
constant review, assessment, and modification and due to a variety of intervening and often
unpredictable factors at both the federal and state level; the planning process may be interrupted
by unforeseen events and mandates.

A multitude of Stakeholder meetings, data analysis workshops, and processes for partner
feedback occur throughout the year. In preparation for Fiscal Year 2008, the LHSC facilitates a
series of Community Briefings designed to provide current information on traffic safety issues in
Louisiana and solicit local leaders, citizens, law enforcement, and other traffic safety partners
input on future needs and potential programs. Additional meetings are held to assess data
improvements and reassess areas of need. The LHSC staff provides guidance and
recommendations to the Assistant Director as to ongoing programming and the accountant and
planner discuss estimated grant carryforward, potential grant awards, and existing contractual
agreements. Projects are identified and awarded to local agencies, law enforcement, non-profits,
governmental agencies, and other entities with the consideration of all discussions listed above.

METHODOLOGY USED FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 SUB-GRANTS:

The problem identification methodology relies on an analysis of parishes by licensed driver
population data and compares crash attributes to determine if specific program areas within
identified parishes are in need of traffic safety services. All crash data is maintained and analyzed
by Louisiana State University and is available via the web at http:/Ihsc.Isu.edu/

PLANNING CALENDAR

October/ Community Briefings and Diversity Forum held to gather input on traffic safety issues around the
November state.

February Assess previous year carryforward and re-allocate funds where necessary. Proposal solicitation from
identified agencies, organizations, etc.

March Determine revenue estimates and gain input from partner agencies and stakeholders on program

direction to create specific plans and projects within each program area. Il

March/ Assigned LHSC staff meet to discuss current successes and potential improvements to the next fiscal
April year HSP. Make project recommendations to Executive Director for next fiscal year funding.

May/June  Executive Director meets with Executive Committee of the Commission if requested by Chairman.
Meet with LHSC Commission for approval of recommended grant awards.

June/July  Draft the Performance Plan and Highway Safety Plan.

August/ Gain approval for grants and contracts from the appropriate officials. ﬂ
September
August Submit the final Performance Plan to NHTSA and FHWA.
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October Implement grants and contracts. Begin work on the Annual Report. J

continuous Meet with Stakeholders regularly and particpate in local projects as possible.

continuous Process claims as stipulated by contract, conduct desk audits at time of claim processing. Conduct
additional project reviews throughout grant period based upon the policy and procedure of the LHSC.
P —— e e T s S |

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission is to develop and implement comprehensive strategies

aimed at saving lives and preventing injuries on our highways.

ORGANZATIONAL CHART
The following organizational chart provides a working title of each position in the office and its

placement within the organization.




LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

The LHSC pays particular attention to traffic safety legislation and is well aware of the impact that
Louisiana laws have on the fatality and injuries in Louisiana. Current legislation in Louisiana has
improved over the past years and has resulted in multiple revisions to existing occupant protection
laws, impaired driving laws, and helmet laws. The LHSC continues to be available to testify upon
request of various legislative committees on potential new legislation. Additional information on
Louisiana laws can be found at the Louisiana Legislature website. www.legis.state.la.us .

Improvements to various laws in Louisiana could further have a positive affect on the reduction of
fatalities and injuries on Louisiana roadways. The LHSC continues to monitor progress on laws
pertaining to underage accessibility of alcohol, outlet density of alcohol establishments, back seat
occupant restraint laws, graduated licensing, fines for moving and non-moving violations,
aggressive driving, red light running, and speeding.




PERFORMANCE PLAN

PRrROBLEM IDENTIFICATION PROCESS DESCRIPTION:

Data analysis is initially completed by the Louisiana State University Information Sciences
Department and is provided to the LHSC in an annual publication. The “2006 Louisiana Traffic
Records Data Report” provided the basis for additional data analysis for LHSC program staff. The
published data report is available online and is readily accessed by a variety of users. Data used
by the LHSC staff is subsequently provided to contractors during the contract negotiating process.

The following steps were implemented in determining parish need as it relates to traffic crash
data.

Step 1 — Parishes are compared using total population, total fatal and injury crashes, number of
fatalities, urban and rural crash distinction, alcohol related crashes, pedestrian fatalities, bicycle
fatalities, motorcycle fatalities, railroad fatalities, large truck and bus fatalities, youth involved
crashes, and costs associated with traffic crashes.

Step 2 - Although there are numerous parishes that have specific traffic needs, the LHSC
chooses parishes with multiple needs in regards to injury crashes, fatal crashes, and total
fatalities. Data from the Louisiana Traffic Records Data Report is used to evaluate each parish
within population groupings and evaluate a three year trend in each identified category.

Step 3 - A three year trend analysis, with emphasis on population outreach, assists in
determining the selected parishes. The LHSC goal is to consistently reach 85% of the state’s
population and 70% of the state problem in each category. A five year trend may be used for an
additional analysis of “hot topic” issues, i.e. motorcycle helmet usage, railroad, pedestrian issues.

Step 4 — Assigned LHSC program staff will discuss each of the expected NHTSA grant awards
for the next fiscal year distribution and determine current contracts feasibility and discuss
potential new resources that will further assist the LHSC in attaining set goals.

Step 5 — The LHSC program staff will make recommendations to the Executive Director for
consideration and further discussion.

Step 6 — The LHSC Executive Director may present the recommendations to the Executive
Committee, if requested, and subsequently presents the recommended projects to the LHSC
Commission for approval.

Step 7 — Upon Commission approval the LHSC staff creates contracts based on Commission
approval and solicits participation from the agency identified in the plan.

Step 8 - All approved agencies and individuals are then contacted to begin the subgrant
development phase with a starting date of October 1st, or immediately upon receipt if after the
Federal Fiscal Year date of October 1, 2006 subject to the availability of Federal funds.




DATASOURCES:

The Louisiana State University Department of Information Systems and Decision Sciences
collects and analysis data, hosts a web accessible database, and publishes an Annual Louisiana
Traffic Records Data Report. The performance plan and subsequent highway safety plan are
based upon the most recent published data. The LHSC planner utilizes the published Traffic
Records Data Report to analyze parish level data on licensed driver populations and compares
crash attributes to determine if specific program areas within identified parishes are in need of
traffic safety services.

The following link provides a summary of the Louisiana Traffic Records Data Report. Excerpts are
taken from the 2006 Louisiana Traffic Records Data Report available online
http://Insc.Isu.edu/trafficreports/.  The summary also includes potential weaknesses and
necessary clarifications. The Louisiana Traffic Data Report provides 15 sections that cover
trends, fatalities, injuries, where, when, crash type, roadway elements, age and gender, roadway
type, rural and urban data, interstate, alcohol-related, safety belts, pedestrian, youth involvement,
and senior involvement among Louisiana crashes.

The following websites are additional resources utilized by the LHSC throughout the year to
identify needs and develop programs.

http://www.dps.state.la.us/tiger/

http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-30/ncsa/
http://safetydata.fra.dot.qov/OfficeofSafety/Query/default.asp?page=incabbr.asp
http://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/

http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/facts/

In addition to the specific data mentioned and these websites, the LHSC also conducts multiple
assessments and surveys each year. The LHSC has conducted an Observational Safety Belt Usage
survey since 1986 and conducted a Child Passenger Safety Usage survey since 1991. Both surveys
provide additional data sources for the LHSC to utilize in reviewing progress and setting future
objectives.

The LHSC conducts annual attitudinal surveys to assess self reported behavior, campaign recognition,
and judge effective messaging of various campaigns. These surveys assist the LHSC in determining
appropriate messaging for our target demographics and judge effectiveness on the LHSC's ability to
affect social marketing of traffic safety issues. These assessments and evaluations can be accessed
at http://Ihsc.lsu.edu/SpecializedReports/ and at http://www.dps.state.la.us/tiger/Data.htm




STATE DEMOGRAPHICS:

Louisiana covers 48,523 sq mi (125,674 sq km); its capital is Baton Rouge. It can be divided
physically into the Mississippi River flood plain and delta, and the low hills of the Gulf of Mexico
coastal plain. It is the only U.S. state to be governed under the Napoleonic Code.

The 2005 Population estimates identified Louisiana as having a population of 4,523,628 people
and ranked twenty-fourth in the U.S. The population is distributed 68% in urban areas and 32% in
rural areas. Most of the people live in metropolitan areas. These areas include Alexandria, Baton
Rouge, Houma, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Monroe, New Orleans, and Shreveport-Bossier City.
There continues to be population shifts since the hurricane season of 2005.

The median household income is $30,466 in Louisiana compared to $37,005 for the U.S. as a

whole. Those living below the poverty level in Louisiana are estimated at 18.4% compared to
13.3% nationally.

Anglo-Americans compose 61.6% of Louisiana’s population with African - Americans comprising
33.5%; the second largest ethnic group. Hispanics and Latino’s represent 2.8% of the population
with American Indians, Asians, Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders comprising the remaining 2.1%

A summary of John R. Logan, Professor of Sociology at Brown University reveals the ongoing
population shifts that Louisiana is facing. More than a third of the region’s 1.7 million residents
lived in areas that suffered flooding or moderate to catastrophic storm damage, according to
FEMA. The majority of people living in damaged areas were in the City of New Orleans (over
350,000), with additional concentrations in suburban Jefferson Parish (175,000) and St. Bernard
Parish (53,000) and along the Mississippi Coast (54,000).

In the region as a whole, the disparities in storm damage are shown in the following comparisons
(arranged in order of the degree of disparity):

e By race. Damaged areas were 45.8% black, compared to 26.4% in undamaged areas.

e By housing tenure. 45.7% of homes in damaged areas were occupied by renters, compared to
30.9% in undamaged communities.

» By poverty and employment status. 20.9% of households had incomes below the poverty line in
damaged areas, compared to 15.3% in undamaged areas. 7.6% of persons in the labor force were
unemployed in damaged areas (before the storm), compared to 6.0% in undamaged areas.

These comparisons are heavily influenced by the experience of the City of New Orleans. Outside
the city, there were actually smaller shares of African American, poor, and unemployed residents
in the damaged areas. Closer inspection of neighborhoods within New Orleans shows that some
affluent white neighborhoods were hard hit, while some poor minority neighborhoods were spared.
Yet if the post-Katrina city were limited to the population previously living in areas that were
undamaged by the storm — that is, if nobody were able to return to damaged neighborhoods -
New Orleans is at risk of losing more than 80% of its black population. This means that policy
choices affecting who can return, to which neighborhoods, and with what forms of public and
private  assistance, will greatly affect the future character of the city.
http://www.s4.brown.edu/katrina/report.pdf




PrROBLEM IDENTIRCATION OVERVIEW:

Data for this Highway Safety and Performance Plan was extracted from the 2006 Louisiana Traffic
Records Data Report. The online data may change as data are submitted.

Vehicle

Miles

Traveled

(100 Licensed Registered Injury

Million Drivers Population Vehicles Crashes All Injuries Fatal

Miles) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) Crashes Fatalities




PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION SUMMARY

Overview of fatal and injury crashes
In 2006 there were:

o 886 fatal crashes which increased by 1.4 % from 2005

e 982 persons killed which increased by 1.8% from 2005

e 48,066 injury traffic crashes which decreased by 2.9% from 2005

e 78,978 injuries in traffic crashes which decreased by 4.7% from 2005

¢ 111,139 property-damage-only crashes which increased by 2.8% from 2005

Of the 982 fatalities:

¢ 98 were killed as pedestrians which decreased by 9.3% from 2005
e 685 were killed as drivers of vehicles which increased by 5.5% from 2005
¢ 93 were killed on motorcycles which increased by 25.7% from 2005

e 23 were killed on bicycles which increased by 4.5% from 2005

Louisiana's 2006 mileage fatality rate was 2.18 per 100 million miles traveled, increased by 1.76%
from 2005

Louisiana's 2006 fatality rate was 22.37 per 100,000 population which increased by 91.76% from
2005

Louisiana's 2006 fatality rate was 34.23 per 100,000 licensed drivers which increased by 0.69%
from 2005
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ALCOHOL

e In 2006, 448 (46%) of traffic fatalities were estimated to be alcohol related.
e Itis estimated that 9% of the 48,066 injury crashes involved alcohol.
e Alcohol-related crashes occurred more frequently on weekends than during the week.

e The evening hours and early morning hours on weekends had the highest frequency of
alcohol-involved crashes. Friday night and Saturday night involved the highest
frequency of alcohol-related fatal and injury crashes

Alcohol Related Fatalities !




Alcohol Related Fatality Rate per VMT
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MOTORCYCLES

e There were 4.6 deaths per 100 motorcycle crashes in 2006 as compared to 3.9 in 2005
e There were 93 motorcycle fatalities in 2006, which increased by 25.7 % from 2005.
« Helmet use in motorcycle crashes was 85% in 2006 as compared to 83% in 2005.

e There were 1,566 injuries in motorcycle crashes in 2006, which increased by 5.6 % from
2005.

Motorcycle Fatality Rate as a Proportion of all Fatalities |
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION

» Not wearing a safety belt was one of the leading causes of being killed in a crash. Note
that only drivers in vehicles with manufacturer-installed safety belts are included in the
analysis. This excludes bicycles, motorcycles and off-the-road vehicles.

e 2007 safety belt usage is observed at 75.2%

e In 20086, only 206 (38%) of the 564 drivers killed in motor vehicle crashes were known to
be wearing safety belts.

e In 2006, 323 drivers killed in motor vehicles crashes were not wearing a safety belt. This
is 61% of the known cases.

e 53% of the drivers killed did not wear a safety belt when the air bag deployed. Thus an
airbag alone does not protect against being killed as much as wearing a safety belt.

e In 2006, only 36% of all drivers and passengers killed were known to have worn a safety
belt.

e Only 5 of the 10 children killed, ages 4 and under, were known to be properly restrained
in a child seat.

e Only 57 of the 183 killed passengers 31% ages 5 and older were known to be wearing a
safety belt.

o Safety belt usage tends to increase with age.
e 62.3% of male driver fatalities were known to not have worn a seat belt.

e 45% of female driver fatalities were known to not have worn a seat belt.




Child occupant usage denoted at the higher usage percentage.

Occupant Protection Usage
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YOUTH SUMMARY

e The age group 18-20 had 5.2% of licensed drivers, but this age group made up 9.6% of
drivers involved in fatal crashes.

e For comparison, the age group 35-44 represents 18.6% of licensed drivers in 2006 and
18.8% of drivers in fatal crashes.

e Youth, ages 15-20, made up 2.6% of licensed drivers and 3% of drivers involved in fatal
crashes and 2% of drivers killed.

e Youth, ages 15-20, made up 4.4% of drivers involved in injury crashes.

e Youth, ages 15-20, made up about 5.2% of licensed drivers, but were involved in 9.6%
of fatal crashes and 9% of drivers killed.

e Youth, ages 15-20, made up 10.3% of drivers involved in injury crashes.

e The fatal crash rate (crashes per 100,000 licensed drivers) for youth 15-20 was nearly
twice as high as the average crash rate of all drivers.

e Female drivers ages 18-20 make up 2.6% of licensed drivers and make up 2.7% of
drivers involved in fatal crashes.

e Male drivers ages 18-20 make up 2.6% of licensed drivers but make up 6.9% of drivers
involved in fatal crashes.

Fatal Crashes among 15-24 year olds

354




PEDESTRIANS

e Pedestrian fatalities in 2006 made up about 10% of all traffic fatalities.

e The number of pedestrians killed in 2006 was 98, which decreased by 9.3% from 2005.
e 891 pedestrians were injured in 2006, which decreased by 25% from 2005.

e 4 children, age 5 and below, were killed as pedestrians.

¢ 3 children, between the ages of 6 and 14, were killed as pedestrians.

e Males made up 66% of the pedestrians killed.

e 34.7% of the pedestrians killed had been drinking.

Pedestrian Fatality Rate as a Proportion of all Fatalities }
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BICYCLES

e In 2006, 23 persons were killed on bicycles, which increased by 4.5% from 2005.

Bicycle Fatality Rate as a Proportion of all Fatalities |
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Oth

er Areas of Data Analysis

VEHICLE TYPE

In Louisiana, large trucks (gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds) were
involved in 12.1% of all fatal crashes in 2006, 4.9 percentage points from 2005.

42.6% of persons killed in motor vehicles in 2006 were occupants (drivers or
passengers) of passenger cars, 0.6 percentage points from 2005.

41% of occupants killed (drivers or passengers) of vehicles were in light trucks or vans
in 2006, -0.1 percentage points from 2005.

1.4% of occupants killed were in large trucks -1.3 percentage points from 2005.

In 20086, 8 people died as a result of collisions at highway-rail intersections

Railgrade Fatality Rate as a Proportion of all Fatalities
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TIME OF DAY

» Injury crashes are highest during afternoon rush hour traffic.

o Fatal crashes occur more frequently in the evening and early morning hours.
e Rush hour has the lowest fatality percentage.

e Evening and early morning hours have a higher percent of fatalities.

* Injury crashes occur primarily during rush hour on Monday to Friday.

» Fatal crashes tend to occur more frequently on the weekends in the evening and early
morming hours.

DAY OF WEEK

¢ While injury crashes are lowest on weekends, fatal crashes are highest on weekends.

¢ [n 2006 about 51.8% of all fatal crashes occurred on the three days of weekends: Friday
to Sunday.

o Fatal crashes are not a fixed percentage of all crashes. Thus, reducing the total number
of crashes does not necessarily reduce the number of fatalities.

INTERSTATES

» Interstate fatal crashes increased by 13% from 2005 to 2006.

¢ The interstate fatalities increased by 9% from 2005 to 2006.

» Interstates account for 17% of the fatal crashes and 18% of the fatalities in 2006.
e Fatal crashes on elevated interstates increased by 25% from 2005 to 2006

* Injury crashes on elevated interstates increased by 37% from 2005 to 2006
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Speed

One of the most prevalent factors contributing to crashes involving fatalities is exceeding
the stated speed or safe speed limit. However, the determination of speed after a crash is
very difficult. Thus, we can expect the speed related crashes to be under reported.
Therefore this section describes the speed-related issues by focusing on speed limits and
on the effect of changing speed limits. Specifically, this section includes an analysis of
interstate crashes influenced by speed limits.

Effective August 15", 1997, Louisiana raised the speed limit on rural interstates to 70 MPH.
An evaluation of this speed limit increase on the number and severity of crashes is the
purpose of this study. Specifically, the three categories examined are: the increase in
fatalities, injuries, and property-damage crashes by road type and speed limit. An analysis
of speed limit effect using dependent variables, such as fatality count and injury severity,

Based on the data from over half a million crashes between 1994 and 2003, we analyzed
the effect of changing speed limits on dependent variables such as fatality count and injury
severity. We also studied the effect of other exogenous variables included the following
variables/factors: the road type, vehicle type, time of day, weather conditions, age of driver,
gender of driver and the VMT by type of roadway.

An analysis of the crashes shows that raising the speed limits on interstates in 1997 had a
significant effect on the number of fatal crashes on rural interstates. The elevated parts of
the interstates, in particular, showed a dramatic percentage increase in fatal crashes.
Although there are other studies (Transportation Research Board, 1984) suggesting that a
speed limit increase affects fuel consumption and costs associated with injuries, the
Louisiana crash data analysis is inconclusive in these two areas. In Louisiana, the miles per
gallon decreased by 0.2% from 1996 to 2003 which could be due to other factors such as
an increase in the number of SUV’s and light trucks. The number of injuries declined from

87 thousand in 1996 to 78 thousand in 2003, which is a decline of over 10%. (Analysis of
the Impact of Increased Speed Limits on Interstates in Louisiana)




ROAD CONDITIONS

95% of the injury crashes had no reported road defects in 2006.

94% of the fatal crashes had no reported road defects in 20086.

In 0.8% of the injury crashes, a construction or repair was reported.

In 1.2% of all fatal crashes, a construction or repair was reported.

Driver Information

DRIVER FATALITIES

In 2006, 685 drivers died in fatal crashes.
The fatality rate of drivers was 24 fatalities per 100,000 licensed drivers.
The fatality rates of drivers decline with age, but increase considerably for seniors.

While only about 5.2% of licensed drivers are of ages 18 to 20, this age group
accounted for 8.8% of all driver fatalities in 2006.

DRIVER'S GENDER

In 2006, the fatal crash rate of male drivers in the 18-20-year-old age group was over
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