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Performance Goals and Trends
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Goal: Injuries Reduce/Maintain, etc.
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Goal: Fatality Rate/100K Population Reduce/Maintain, etc.
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Goal: Alcohol Fatalities Reduce/Maintain, etc.

Baseline Baseline Data
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Goal: Alcohol Fatality Proportion Reduce/Maintain, etc.
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Goal: Alcohol Fatality Rate/VMT Reduce/Maintain, etc.

Baseline Baseline Data
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Impaired Driving Program Overview

Provide a general description of the alcohol
program: objectives, noteworthy programs,
results, future strategies.

Occupant Protection -
Program Overview

Provide a general description of the occupant

protection program: objectives, noteworthy
programs, results and future strategies.



Paid Media Report

Describe how the paid media funds were
used and an assessment on the effectiveness
of the public service messages. Base the
assessment on data collected on paid
advertising and on non-paid public service
announcements.

Program Overview
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Looking to the Future

Significant challenges to be addressed:

Significant training, technical assistance, expertise and other
resources necessary for success:
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Fatality Comparison
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PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

The 402 State and Community Highway Safety Program in South Carolina is administered
by the Office of Highway Safety (OHS) of the South Carolina Department of Public Safety
(SCDPS). The mission of the Office is to develop and implement comprehensive strategies
aimed at reducing the number and severity of traffic crashes on the state’s streets and
highways. The Office coordinates highway safety programming focused on public outreach
and education, aggressive traffic law enforcement, promotion of new safety technologies, the
integration of public health strategies and techniques, collaboration with safety and business
organizations, the implementation of engineering-related countermeasures, and cooperation
with state and local governments. Programming resources are directed to national and state-
identified priority areas.

Primary activities of Program Administration include:

= Problem Identification: Includes identification of actual and potential traffic safety
hazards and effective countermeasures.

= Administration: Includes preparation of the Highway Safety Plan and distribution and
administration of federal funds to state, local, and private agencies.

= Monitoring and Evaluation: Includes monitoring and evaluation of approved highway
safety projects, as well as other highway safety initiatives conducted through other
sources of funding, and the preparation of an annual evaluation of the Highway Safety
Plan.

= Public Information and Education: Includes development and coordination of
numerous public awareness activities with particular emphasis on impaired driving
occupant protection, speed reduction, and other similar efforts.

Key Accomplishments
During 2007, the OHS saw several significant accomplishments occur.

= The primary enforcement safety belt law appears to be continuing to have positive
effects in the State of South Carolina. Law enforcement agencies statewide, both
State and local, continue to aggressively enforce the law, and positive results have
been realized. Based on preliminary statistical information for CY 2007, it appears
that highway fatalities in passenger vehicles will be significantly less than the number
of fatalities in CY 2006. Also, the percentage of people dying in automobile crashes
unbuckled appears to be declining. According to a survey conducted by the
University of South Carolina in June 2007, safety belt usage in the State has increased
from 72.5% in 2006 to 74.5% in 2007.

= The State of South Carolina continued to use the Strategic Evaluation States (SES)
model in 2007 by implementing a sustained DUI enforcement effort (Sober or



Slammer!/ Drunk Driving. Over the limit. Under arrest.), which included monthly
specialized DUI enforcement activity (checkpoints and saturation patrols) by
participating State and local law enforcement agencies, as well as four nights of
additional specialized enforcement activity (checkpoints and saturation patrols)
during two DUI law enforcement crackdowns occurring during the Christmas/New
Year’s holidays of 2006-2007 and during the days leading up to the Labor Day
holiday of 2007. All law enforcement agencies which were awarded FFY 2007
highway safety grants were required to conduct monthly DUI enforcement activity
and additional DUI enforcement during the two mobilization crackdowns. The State
of South Carolina utilized Section 410 funding to purchase an unprecedented
$800,000 in paid media advertising (radio and television during the mobilization
crackdowns and during special times of the year that lent themselves to violation of
the State’s DUI laws [St. Patrick’s Day, prom and graduation seasons, Cinco de Mayo
and Independence Day]). The sustained DUI enforcement initiatives ran from
December 15, 2006 through September 3, 2007, and included the State’s Occupant
Protection campaign, Buckle Up, South Carolina. It’s the law and it’s enforced. and
the 100 Days of Summer Heat campaign, which focused on DUI, speeding and
occupant protection violators. Campaign initiatives were carried out through the
sixteen (16) Law Enforcement Networks (LEN) in the state. The SOS sustained DUI
enforcement initiative was a statewide effort, but focused on the following eighteen
(18) counties identified as having the greatest number of alcohol-related fatal
collisions: Aiken, Anderson, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, Darlington, Florence,
Greenville, Greenwood, Horry, Lancaster, Laurens, Lexington, Orangeburg,
Richland, Spartanburg, Sumter and York. These counties contain approximately 69%
of the State’s population and have seen approximately 72% of the State’s alcohol-
related fatal traffic crashes. The initiatives included the use of enforcement strategies
such as sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols and utilization of the Breath Alcohol
Testing (BAT) mobile units, as well as significant earned media and some paid media
efforts. The 2007 Labor Day DUI enforcement crackdown featured a partnership
between the SC Department of Public Safety and the SC Department of
Transportation. The SC Department of Transportation allowed its variable message
boards to be utilized statewide during campaign weekends featuring the following
message: “Statewide DUI Crackdown in Progress.” Literally hundreds of thousands
of motorists viewed these signs and were able to ascertain the seriousness of the DUI
issue in the state and the state’s commitment to getting impaired drivers off of the
roadways. A major feature of the campaign included the opportunity for six
participating law enforcement agencies from six different networks to win an
equipped law enforcement vehicle. Both networks and participating agencies had to
meet specified criteria to be eligible for winning a vehicle, including attendance at
Law Enforcement Network meetings and enforcement events, reduction in negative
traffic statistics within the Network, reporting of enforcement activity, and securing
media coverage for enforcement events. The top six Networks in terms of
accumulation of points based on the above criteria were given opportunities for their
respective participating agencies to win the enforcement vehicles. The vehicles were
given away at a special ceremony conducted on December 4, 2007. Enforcement
vehicles were won by the Winthrop University Police Department (16" Judicial



Circuit Law Enforcement Network), Pageland Police Department (4™ Judicial Circuit
Law Enforcement Network), Richland County Sheriff’s Department (5" Judicial
Circuit Law Enforcement Network), Lexington Police Department (11" Judicial
Circuit Law Enforcement Network), Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office (14" Judicial
Circuit Law Enforcement Network), and Hanahan Police Department (9" Judicial
Circuit Law Enforcement Network). The agencies that reported enforcement
numbers for the mobilization crackdowns during 2006-2007 Christmas/New Year’s
and 2007 Labor Day campaigns indicated the following statistics: 533 checkpoints
and numerous saturation patrols, 857 DUI arrests; 5,261 safety belt citations; 558
child safety seat citations; 490 felony arrests; 98 recovered stolen vehicles; 409
fugitives apprehended; 3,156 suspended/revoked license citations; 1,346 uninsured
motorists; 18,465 speeding citations; 354 reckless driving citations, 1,493 drug
arrests; and 19,120 other citations including open container, failure to yield right of
way, failure to obey police officer, equipment violations and other violations relating
to laws not covered in categories listed above. The campaign focused on eighteen
counties around the state that have shown high incidences of alcohol and drug related
crashes, injuries, and fatalities over the previous three-year period. However, the
anti-DUI message and enforcement strategies were spread throughout the state of
South Carolina. It will be several months before statistics are available to compare
alcohol-related crashes, injuries and fatalities from the crackdown period of 2007 to
that of 2006.

The South Carolina Impaired Driving Prevention Council (SCIDPC) continued its
efforts in 2007 and worked on improving and enhancing DUI legislation for the state.
The SCIDPC had legislation introduced in early 2007, which passed on the floor of
the House, but stalled in Senate subcommittee. The SCIDPC was able to secure the
support of Gov. Mark Sanford for the legislation. Gov. Sanford held several press
events around the State in support of reforming the DUI legislation. The SCIDPC is
diligently working to get this legislation passed when the General Assembly
reconvenes in January 2008. The SCIDPC is made up of an array of highway safety
stakeholders from the areas of law enforcement, government (federal, state, and
local), state and federal agencies, health occupations, the insurance industry, and
advocacy groups. The Council is chaired by William Bilton, Executive Director of the
SC Commission on Prosecution Coordination. The SCIDPC has established
subcommittees to deal with specific aspects of the impaired driving problem. The
current operational subcommittees include Enforcement/Prosecution/Adjudication;
Treatment/Rehabilitation/Diversion; Legislative; Education/Prevention; and By-
Laws.

The OHS continued significant utilization of two state-of-the-art BATmobiles,
purchased with federal funds, throughout the state in impaired driving enforcement.
Utilization of these units was overseen by the BATmobile Coordinator of the OHS.
The BATmobiles have been used primarily through the SC Law Enforcement
Network System, comprised of 16 Law Enforcement Networks in the state, which
correspond to the 16 judicial circuits in South Carolina. The BATmobiles contain
DataMaster units enabling law enforcement officers to conduct breath tests in the



field, and allowing patrolling officers easier and quicker access to breath testing
apparatus.

The DWI Standards Assessment Program pilot in Spartanburg County continued with
the Seventh Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office taking the lead in the further
implementation of the project. A meeting was held on March 12, 2007, attended by
representatives from the Seventh Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office, Spartanburg
County Sheriff’s Office, MADD, and Spartanburg Area Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Center.

The OHS conducted the Buckle Up, South Carolina. It’s the law and it’s enforced.
(BUSC) campaign, which included an enforcement blitz combined with paid media
and diversity outreach components during the Memorial Day holiday period in 2007.
The enforcement component of this campaign was conducted May 21 — June 3, 2007.
Paid media during this time frame featured the securing of airtime to place the
previously produced “Seatbelt Guy” safety belt radio ads on stations statewide from
May 14-27, 2007. The Office of Highway Safety expended approximately $55,000 in
radio buys statewide. The Office of Highway Safety did not receive notification of its
Section 405 award in time to mount a television advertising component for the
campaign. The enforcement component of the campaign and various earned media
events ran from May 21-June 3, 2007. Significant results were achieved from an
enforcement perspective during the campaign, and overall safety belt usage increased
by 2%, from 72.5% to 74.5%. This is a historical high for the state. In April 2007
this percent was 77.4%, but the result was based on the raw counts in 6 selected
counties. Safety belt usage increased among pick-up truck occupants during the
campaign by 4%, from 63.8% to 67.8%. Women continue to be more likely than men
to use safety belts (84.5% to 68.4%); passengers are less likely than drivers to use
safety belts (74.0% to 74.6%); and rural occupants are less likely to use safety belts
than urban occupants (73.0% to 75.2%). White occupants had a higher rate of use
than non-white occupants (77.8% to 67.2%), while car occupants were more likely to
wear safety belts than truck occupants (77.7% to 67.8%). A majority of the law
enforcement agencies in the state participated in the campaign and conducted 59
reported public safety checkpoints and numerous saturation patrols during the
emphasis. The agencies that reported enforcement numbers for the campaign
indicated the following statistics: 242 DUI arrests; 6,015 safety belt citations; 368
child safety seat citations; 226 felony arrests; 99 recovered stolen vehicles; 140
fugitives apprehended; 951 suspended license citations; 339 uninsured motorists;
5,790 speeding citations; 184 reckless driving citations, 635 drug arrests; and 6,684
other citations including open container, failure to yield right of way, failure to obey
police officer, equipment violations and other violations relating to laws not covered
in categories listed above.

A public information and education effort involving motorcycle safety was held during
four motorcycle rallies in the state, two of which were held in May 2007 in Myrtle Beach,
one in Spartanburg in September 2007 and one in Myrtle Beach in October 2007. The
Myrtle Beach area hosts an annual Harley rally and the Atlantic Beach Bike Fest each



May. This year, the Spartanburg area hosted a Harley Owners Group (H.O.G.) rally in
September. The Myrtle Beach area also hosted a fall biker’s rally in October. This year
the Myrtle Beach and Spartanburg areas were flooded with educational materials,
highway safety messages and paid/earned media in an attempt to reduce the potential
fatalities. During the Myrtle Beach rallies in 2006, Horry County, the county in which
Myrtle Beach is located, saw an increase in motorcycle deaths from 6 in 2005 to 9 in
2006; however, the total remained significantly lower than the 2003 total of 15 fatalities,
which occurred prior to the implementation of motorcycle campaign safety efforts.

The OHS participated in the “100 Days of Summer Heat” effort by the Southeastern
Region of NHTSA during the summer of 2007.

The State of South Carolina conducted two significant assessments with the assistance of
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in 2007. The first was a Traffic
Records System Assessment held April 15-20, 2007 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in
Columbia, SC. Team members from around the United States, led by John J. Zogby of
Transportation Safety Management Systems, conducted extensive interviews with traffic
records stakeholders from around the State of South Carolina and produced for the State a
report outlining eighty-three (83) recommendations, twenty-two (22) of which were
considered “primary,” to improve the Traffic Records System in the State of South
Carolina. The Traffic Records Coordinating Committee is currently reviewing the
recommendations to determine those that can be implemented in the State from short-
term and long-term perspectives. In addition, the State conducted a Motorcycle Safety
Assessment from May 20-25, 2007 at the same location in Columbia, SC. Team
members from around the United States, led by Carl D. Spurgeon, who has a significant
background in terms of motorcycle safety issues, conducted extensive interviews with
highway safety professionals, law enforcement, retailers, advocacy groups, and
motorcycle rider education professionals. The Assessment Team produced a report
outlining sixty-two (62) recommendations, twenty-nine (29) of which were considered
“primary,” for improving motorcycle safety in South Carolina. Primary
recommendations are currently being reviewed by the State’s Motorcycle Safety Task
Force, which was established by the Office of Highway Safety, to determine which can
successfully be implemented in the State.

The OHS continued to support and implement the statewide Motorcycle Safety Task
Force in an effort to curb the increasing number of motorcycle related crashes, injuries
and fatalities on our State’s roads. The Task Force began meeting in November 2006 and
is made up of representatives from various state agencies (SCDPS, SCDOT, SCDMV,
and the SC Technical College System), as well as the SC Motorcycle Dealer’s
Association, motorcycle advocacy groups, and individuals with a background in
motorcycle safety issues. The Task Force is currently reviewing recommendations made
by the Motorcycle Safety Assessment Team in its report based on the South Carolina
Motorcycle Safety Assessment conducted, with the assistance of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, in May 2007. The Task Force is expected to report out its
recommendations for motorcycle safety improvement in the State during the first quarter
of CY 2008.



The OHS conducted a School Zone Safety Week campaign statewide during the month of
August 2007. The campaign included sending School Zone Safety Week information to
all public school districts in the state and school presentations conducted by Community
Relations Officers of the SC Highway Patrol. The 2007 campaign also included
information and presentations on school bus safety.

The OHS added or maintained key staff to further highway safety efforts in the state. A
Public Affairs Manager with extensive media background and contacts was maintained in
2007 to conduct highway safety outreach efforts of the OHS, including the Annual
Victims’ Memorial Service, Safety Breaks, the OHS Calendar and Newsletter, School
Zone Safety Week, Project Management Course, community presentations, Network of
Employers for Traffic Safety (NETS) efforts, and enforcement mobilization campaigns.
Law Enforcement Liaison staff was maintained and expanded to continue establishing
relationships between the OHS, local law enforcement agencies and state law
enforcement agencies, as well as establishing and maintaining the SC Law Enforcement
Network System and coordinating the use of Breath Alcohol Testing (BAT mobile) units
and the implementation of SOS sustained DUI enforcement activities within the sixteen
Networks. The OHS also hired a Coordinator for the continued rollout of the SC
Collision and Ticket Tracking System project.

Training was provided to highway safety advocates within and outside of the OHS
through the Public Information, Outreach and Training (PIOT) grant. OHS staff
members attended the Governor’s Highway Safety Association’s (GHSA) Annual
Conference and AASHTO Meetings in Portland, OR; the 74th Annual Region Il
Conference of the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators AAMVA
National Conference in St. Augustine, FL; Lifesavers 2007 in Chicago, IL; the NHTSA
Southeast Region Law Enforcement Liaison Conference in Tunica, MS; the 33rd Annual
International Forum on Traffic Records and Highway Safety Systems in St. Louis, MO;
the 2006 NHTSA Southeast Region Colonel’s Conference in Myrtle Beach, SC; the
Traffic Records Strategic Planning Meeting in Atlanta, GA; and the 13" Annual IACP
DRE Training Conference on Drugs, Alcohol and Impaired Driving in Las Vegas, NV
order to achieve an awareness of new programs and initiatives for highway safety being
conducted throughout the nation and around the world. Other training has also been
made available as necessary to ensure that staff members have the most current
knowledge and skills relating to highway safety. Staff from outside the OHS received
assistance from the PIOT grant to attend the Lifesavers 2007 Conference.

The SC Department of Public Safety and the SC Department of Transportation partnered
to conduct a Statewide Highway Safety Conference from September 11-13, 2007, in
Charleston, SC. Approximately 300 highway safety stakeholders from around the State
attended the conference, which had major sessions relative to the unveiling of the State’s
Strategic Highway Safety Plan (“The Road Map to Safety”), the MADD multi-media
“Take Two” program, the State’s Traffic Records System, and a ground-breaking,
qualitative behavioral study by Apter International on why South Carolinians engage in
risky behaviors, such as refusing to wear safety belts and driving while impaired. The
conference proved very successful and informative.



= FFY 2007 continuation subgrantees were given information regarding the continued
implementation of their grant projects in the context of individual Pre-Work Conferences.
These conferences were held in October 2006. Ten (10) new projects were awarded
beginning November 1, 2006. A Project Management Course was held on December 6-
7, 2006, at the Columbia Plaza Hotel and Conference Center. Project Directors and
financial staff of newly funded agencies and agencies funded during the second quarter of
FFY 2006 were required to attend. OHS staff, SC Department of Public Safety
procurement staff, and the Regional Program Manager of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration’s Southeast Region Office conducted the training. Topics covered
included highway safety system relationships, roles and responsibilities of a project
director, grant terms and conditions, special conditions, procurement guidelines, grant
revisions, financial monitoring, property control, requests for payment, programmatic
monitoring, reporting, evaluation statewide campaigns and events and how to work with
the media. A Project Management Course was offered November 8, 2007, to Project
Directors and financial staff of newly awarded FFY 2008 grant projects to give them
basic instruction on how to administer their respective grants effectively. Strategic
information was given to most of the continuation subgrantees at pre-work conferences.
OHS Staff worked with Project Directors on a continual basis to ensure that all projects
were being properly administered. Project Directors of continuation grants were given
the above information in the context of a series of pre-work conferences conducted by
Program Managers and Grants Accounting staff.

=  Four Funding Guidelines Workshops were conducted at various locations around the
state in February 2007 to assist prospective Project Directors in the writing and
development of a highway safety grant. Workshops were conducted in Greenville,
Florence, North Charleston and Columbia. Collectively, more than 100 individuals were
in attendance. During the workshops, attendees were provided with an explanation of the
highway safety problem in South Carolina; a description of the various program areas
eligible for funding; an explanation of allowable costs; a description of the types of
projects for which priority consideration would be given; a description of the criteria by
which applications would be reviewed; specific instructions on the proper completion of
the grant application form; and a presentation on how to write a winning grant proposal.
The workshops included specific instructions on how to complete budget pages. Meeting
participants came from across the state and represented all sectors of the highway safety
community (engineering, education, enforcement, EMS, etc.). Participants were
provided with sample, completed grant applications and other useful information to assist
in the preparation of their applications. Applications were received in April 2007 for
FFY 2008, and went through a multi-stage review process including review and analysis
by federal partners (NHTSA, FHWA, and FMCSA) as well as OHS staff. Sixty-nine
(69) grant applications were received by the OHS.

Obviously, the above noteworthy accomplishments are the result of a team effort on the part
of OHS staff and strong cooperative support from the SCDPS and its Director, the Governor
of South Carolina, Federal partners, and the many highway safety advocates working
diligently and tirelessly on a daily basis to improve safety on South Carolina’s roadways.



PERFORMANCE GOALS

Short Range Goals:

1. To reduce the number of traffic crashes reported during CY 2007 by 5%, as compared to
CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates from the OHS Statistical Analysis Center
based on available 2007 data indicate a projected total of 113,230 collisions for CY 2007.
When compared to the 112,950 collisions in CY 2006, this represents an estimated
increase in total collisions for CY 2007 of 0.25%.

2. To reduce the mileage death rate (MDR) of the State during CY 2007 by 5%, as
compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates from the OHS Statistical Analysis Center
based on available 2007 data indicate a mileage death rate for 2007 of 2.1. This
represents no decrease from the 2.1 MDR for 2006.

3. To reduce the mileage injury rate (MIR) of the State during CY 2007 by 5%, as
compared to 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates from the OHS Statistical Analysis Center
based on available 2007 data indicate a mileage injury rate (MIR) for 2007 of 98. This
rate reflects a decrease (2%) from the MIR of 100.6 for CY 2006.

Long Range Goals (2007 - 2011):

1. To reduce the number of traffic crashes reported by 15% by the end of 2011.

Level of Accomplishment. As indicated above, projected estimates from the OHS
Statistical Analysis Center indicate 113,230 collisions for CY 2007. When compared to
the 112,950 collisions in CY 2006, this represents an estimated increase in total collisions
for CY 2007 of 0.25%. This goal remains achievable by 2011.

2. To reduce the State’s mileage death rate (MDR) by 15% by the end of 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: The projections from the Statistical Analysis Center of the
OHS indicate no decrease in the MDR from 2006. The MDR for South Carolina currently
stands at 2.1. This goal is, however, achievable by 2011.

3. Toreduce the State’s mileage injury rate (MIR) by 15% by the end of 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: As indicated above, the 2006 MIR stood at 100.6, which was
a decrease of 0.7% over the 101.3 MIR for 2005. Projections from the Statistical
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Analysis Center of the OHS for 2007 show an MIR of 98. This represents a decrease of
11.5% over against the 2002 figure of 110.7. This goal is achievable by 2011.

South Carolina Department of Public Safety-Office of Highway Safety
Highway Safety Planning and Administration — 2H07001

The Office of Highway Safety (OHS) was established to provide leadership, planning, and
guidance to achieve a statewide coordinated network and effective attack on existing
highway safety problems and to assist in assuring that the limited resources available are
used most efficiently. This has been accomplished in the area of Highway Safety through an
Annual Highway Safety and Performance Plan which implements a statewide program to
coordinate the activities of state agencies, local political subdivisions, state and federally
recognized Indian tribal governments and the private sector.

In order to administer a Highway Safety Program, sufficient staff has to be employed and
retained by the OHS. Training was provided to highway safety advocates within and outside
of the OHS through the Public Information, Outreach and Training (PIOT) grant. OHS staff
members attended the 2007 Governors Highway Safety Association’s (GHSA) Annual
Conference in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; the NHTSA Southeast Region Law Enforcement
Liaison Conference in Tunica, MS; the 2007 Lifesavers Conference in Chicago, IL; the
NHTSA Traffic Safety Information Systems (TSIS) Strategic Planning Workshop in Atlanta,
GA,; the 33" Annual International Forum on Traffic Records and Highway Safety Systems in
St. Louis, MO; and the 74™ Annual Region Il Conference of the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators in St. Augustine, FL. Participation in the above events
allowed staff and highway safety stakeholders to achieve an awareness of new programs and
initiatives for highway safety being conducted throughout the nation and around the world.
Other training has also been made available as necessary to ensure that staff members have
the most current knowledge and skills relating to highway safety.

Continuation subgrantees were given information regarding the continued implementation of
their grant projects in the context of individual Pre-Work Conferences. These conferences
were held in October 2006. Ten (10) new projects were awarded beginning November 1,
2006. A Project Management Course was held on December 6-7, 2006, at the Columbia
Plaza Hotel and Conference Center. Project Directors and financial staff of newly funded
agencies and agencies funded during the second quarter of FFY 2006 were required to attend.
OHS staff, SC Department of Public Safety procurement staff, and the Regional Program
Manager of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Southeast Region Office
conducted the training. Topics covered included highway safety system relationships, roles
and responsibilities of a project director, grant terms and conditions, special conditions,
procurement guidelines, grant revisions, financial monitoring, property control, requests for
payment, programmatic monitoring, reporting, evaluation statewide campaigns and events
and how to work with the media.

Each year, solicitations for grant applications are accomplished by issuing Funding
Guidelines to potential subgrantees. Additionally, four Funding Guidelines Workshops were
conducted at various locations around the state in February 2007 to assist prospective Project
Directors in the writing and development of a highway safety grant for FFY 2008.
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Workshops were conducted in Greenville, Florence, North Charleston and Columbia.
Applications were received in April 2007 for FFY 2008, and went through a multi-stage
review process including review and analysis by federal partners (NHTSA, FHWA, and
FMCSA), as well as OHS staff. At the end of the grant year, Program Managers were
responsible for evaluating the projects in their specific areas. The evaluations were then
forwarded to NHTSA'’s Southeast Region Office for review.

South Carolina Department of Public Safety-Office of Highway Safety
Public Information, Outreach, and Training — 2H07004

The Public Information, Outreach and Training project was developed to improve the
State’s capability to support national and statewide conferences, seminars, and workshops
of relevance to the Highway Safety Program and to upgrade the skills of those who
participate. Through the project, a large number of individuals, both within and outside
of the OHS, were sent to highway safety-related training programs during the grant
period. National and state highway safety emphasis programs were also promoted by
announcing training opportunities through the grant. Because of national changes in
child passenger safety and the establishment of certification standards, the OHS
scheduled and conducted one-week technician classes and several eight-hour specialist
courses during the grant period. This helped to continue to build a cadre of professionals
who are capable of conducting clinics to assess proper child restraint usage.

Another ongoing component of this project involved conducting Pre-Work Conferences
for all highway safety grant subgrantees. A Project Management Course was held on
December 6-7, 2006, at the Columbia Plaza Hotel and Conference Center.  Project
Directors and financial staff of newly funded agencies and agencies funded during the
second quarter of FFY 2006 were required to attend. OHS staff, SC Department of
Public Safety procurement staff, and the Regional Program Manager of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Southeast Region Office conducted the
training. Topics covered included highway safety system relationships, roles and
responsibilities of a project director, grant terms and conditions, special conditions,
procurement guidelines, grant revisions, financial monitoring, property control, requests
for payment, programmatic monitoring, reporting, evaluation statewide campaigns and
events and how to work with the media.

The project also provided support for a School Zone Safety Week initiative during the
month of August 2007, which was implemented statewide, thus complying with
legislative proviso. The project also developed and implemented an Annual Victims’
Memorial Service for families of those lost in traffic fatalities in 2006, a booth at the SC
State Fair during October 2006, a motorcycle safety campaign held during major
motorcycle rallies in Myrtle Beach during the months of May and October and in
Spartanburg in September 2007, and sent important traffic safety information to
businesses in South Carolina during Drive Safely Work Week and other individual
emphases during the year.
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The project also was responsible for conducting a Statewide Highway Safety Conference
from September 11-13, 2007, in Charleston, SC. The conference featured a partnership
between the SC Department of Public Safety and the SC Department of Transportation.
Approximately 300 highway safety stakeholders from around the State attended the
conference, which had major sessions relative to the unveiling of the State’s Strategic
Highway Safety Plan (“The Road Map to Safety”), the MADD multi-media “Take Two”
program, the State’s Traffic Records System, and a ground-breaking, qualitative
behavioral study by Apter International on why South Carolinians engage in risky
behaviors, such as refusing to wear safety belts and driving while impaired. The
conference proved very successful and informative.

Overall, this project has provided travel and/or registration fees for more than twenty
individuals to attend highway safety training programs around the country. During the
grant period, funds were provided for individuals within and outside the OHS to attend
one or more of the following: the Governor’s Highway Safety Association’s (GHSA)
Annual Conference in Portland, OR; Lifesavers 2007 in Chicago, IL; the NHTSA
Southeast Region Law Enforcement Liaison Conference in Tunica, MS; the Traffic
Records Strategic Planning Meeting in Atlanta, GA; the 33rd Annual International Forum
on Traffic Records and Highway Safety Systems in St. Louis, MO; the 13" Annual IACP
DRE Training Conference on Drugs, Alcohol and Impaired Driving; Hands Across the
Border events; and the 74th Annual Region Il Conference of the American Association
of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) National Conference in Williamsburg, VA.
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ALCOHOL COUNTERMEASURES

According to the Statistical Analysis Center of the Office of Highway
Safety, the data relating to alcohol crashes, fatalities, and injuries is
incomplete for CY 2007. Projections being made are based on
approximately eight months of DUI crash data.

Beginning in 2002 the Office of Highway Safety's Statistical Analysis Center has
aggressively pursued filling in gaps on incomplete reports regarding BAC (Blood
Alcohol Content) levels of drivers in fatal crashes. This effort continues and has resulted
in an increase in driver BAC levels being reported to 36.5% in 2005 for traffic fatalities,
up from 36.2% in 2004. The statistics for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs,
referred to as DUI from 2002 and forward, may not reflect a true picture of the DUI
problem for previous years and should not be compared to previous year statistics.

According to the SC Department of Public Safety’s preliminary statistics for CY 2007,
the projected number of fatal crashes with DUI as a primary or contributing factor is 335.
This number projects a total of 370 deaths in crashes with DUI as a primary contributing
factor. Calendar Year (CY) 2006 suffered 360 fatal crashes with DUI as a contributing
factor, resulting in 386 fatalities. There is a projected 3.8% increase in total 1fatalities on
the roadways in South Carolina for CY 2007. Six Alcohol Countermeasures projects, in
addition to Police Traffic Services projects, were implemented or continued in FFY 2007
to address the issue of driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Short Range Goals:

= To reduce the alcohol-related crash MDR by 10% by the end of CY 2007, as
compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 from the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS indicate that South Carolina’s DUI-related fatal
crashes will reduce by 6.9%. The DUI MDR decreased from 0.93 in 2005 to 0.78
in 2006. The 2007 projection for DUI MDR is 0.67. There were 49.80 billion
miles traveled in South Carolina in 2006 and the projected miles traveled for 2007
is 50.4 billion. The DUI MDR is expected to decrease by 14%, thus
accomplishing the short range goal.

= To reduce the alcohol-related crash MIR by 10% by the end of CY 2007, as
compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2006 from the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS reveals a decrease in the alcohol-related MIR from
7.2in 2006 to 7.1 in 2007. This represents a 1.4% decrease. Though short of the
goal, the results have improved from the previous year in which there was no
predicted appreciable reduction.

14




To reduce the involvement of drivers ages 25 to 34 in alcohol-related crashes by
3% by the end of CY 2007, as compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 from the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS projects an increase of involvement of drivers ages
25-34 in DUI crashes by 1.6%. The involvement in DUI crashes in this age
group, one of the largest categories regarding this problem, decreased from 1,770
in 2005 to 1,718 in 2006. The projection for 2007 is 1,746 drivers.
Unfortunately, the short range goal was not accomplished.

To increase conviction rates by the DUI special prosecutor in Spartanburg County
by 5% by the end of CY 2007, as compared to CY 2006.

Level of Accomplishment: The Seventh Circuit Solicitor’s Office, which has
jurisdiction in Spartanburg and Cherokee counties, decided to further strengthen
policies regarding recommendations for all DUI cases, so that the Solicitor’s
Office no longer recommends reducing a DUI 1%, 2" or 3 Offense absent a
ruling from the court excluding a substantial portion of evidence. Although DUI
charges were not often reduced in the past, the reduction of charges is now
practically eliminated as an option for consideration in an attempt to hold DUI
offenders to the letter of the law. The Seventh Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office
was responsible for the disposition of 637 cases, which is an increase of 26%
more cases prosecuted than last year’s 470 cases, with a conviction rate 15.9%
higher in 2007 than in 2006.

To increase the level of BAC reporting on fatalities from the Coroners by 10% by
the end of CY 2007, as compared to CY 2006.

Level of Accomplishment: According to the Statistical Analysis Center within the
Office of Highway Safety, the level of BAC reporting on drivers in fatal crashes
was 37.1% in 2006, compared to 40.1% in 2005. This is an unfortunate 3%
decrease in the level of BAC reporting on drivers in fatal crashes. Statistical
information on the level of BAC on drivers in fatal crashes for CY 2007 is
incomplete at this time and is therefore unavailable. The BAC level is “sensitive”
information; because this information is considered to be sensitive, coroners are
reluctant to report the BAC levels on drivers in fatal crashes. Unfortunately, we
did not accomplish the goal as stated. We will work diligently on our efforts to
influence coroners in South Carolina to report the BAC level of drivers in fatal
crashes.

Long Range Goals (CY 2007 — CY 2011):

To reduce the alcohol-related crash MDR by 30% by CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: Based on a six-year trend, projected estimates for CY
2007 from the Statistical Analysis Center of the OHS, show an estimated DUI
crash increase of 9.0%, as compared to CY 2006. The projected DUl MDR
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dropped, however, from 0.78 in 2006 to an estimated 0.67 in 2007. There is a
projected 50.4 billion miles traveled in South Carolina in 2007. The goal appears
to be achievable by 2011.

= To reduce the alcohol-related crash MIR by 30% CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 from the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS show an estimated DUI crash MIR reduction to 7.1.
The DUI crash MIR in 2006 was 7.2. This represents a decrease of 1.4%. Much
work remains to be done to accomplish this goal by 2011. However, continuing
efforts in DUI enforcement, the expanding efforts of the SC Law Enforcement
Networks, and a newly sponsored bill for strengthening DUI laws produced by
the SC Impaired Driving Prevention Council could allow the goal to be achieved.

= To reduce the involvement of drivers ages 25 - 34 in alcohol-related crashes by
5% by the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 from the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS projects an increase of involvement of drivers ages
25-34 in DUI crashes by 1.6%. The involvement of DUI crashes in this age
group, which is one of the largest categories regarding this problem, is projected
to increase from 1,718 in 2006 to 1,746 in 2007. However, it is anticipated that
the long range goal could still be achieved by 2011.

South Carolina Department of Public Safety — Office of Highway Safety
Impaired Driving Countermeasures Program Management — 2H07006

The grant developed and implemented comprehensive statewide impaired driving
countermeasures efforts in order to reduce alcohol/drug-related crashes, injuries, and
deaths on South Carolina’s roadways. One of the most extensive activities of this project
involved the Sober or Slammer! campaign. This campaign is a high-visibility law
enforcement initiative that involves a comprehensive statewide effort to call attention to
the problem of DUI in the state of South Carolina. Sober or Slammer! is South
Carolina’s equivalent to the national Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest.
campaign.  South Carolina also continues to develop the South Carolina Law
Enforcement Network (SCLEN), which is based on the 16 judicial circuits in the state.
The SCLEN influences and energizes law enforcement officers (state, county, local, and
others), agencies, and organizations to address the impaired driving problems in South
Carolina. The SCLEN has carried much of the weight in the implementation of the
statewide Sober or Slammer! campaign and is largely responsible for the use and
deployment of the Breath Alcohol Testing (BAT) Mobiles throughout the network.
There is little doubt that the SCLEN is bridging gaps in communication and cooperation
that have existed among law enforcement within this state for years.

The SCLEN and the Police Traffic Services Program Manager collaborated efforts in
coordinating a Law Enforcement Challenge for all law enforcement agencies in the 16
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judicial circuits of South Carolina. Law enforcement agencies that participated in the
challenge were required to conduct stepped-up DUI, safety belt, and speed enforcement.
Participating agencies were required to conduct one specialized DUI enforcement activity
(public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during each month of the campaign
and an additional four nights of specialized DUI enforcement activity (public safety
checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during two enforcement mobilization crackdowns
which occurred during the Christmas/New Year’s holidays of 2006-2007 and in the days
surrounding the Labor Day 2007 holiday. The enforcement activities spanned the time
frame of December 15, 2006, through September 3, 2007. Participating agencies also
reported monthly on their regular sustained enforcement activities. The South Carolina
Department of Public Safety’s Office of Highway Safety utilized federal funds to
purchase incentive prizes, such as Lidars, Radars, and check-point equipment and trailers
for agencies that fully participated in the challenge. Federal funds were also used to
purchase six (6) equipped, 2007 Dodge Charger police vehicles. Based on established
criteria, the six (6) 2007 Dodge Chargers were awarded to six (6) participating law
enforcement agencies within the top six (6) SCLEN’s which accumulated the most points
based on the established challenge criteria. Essentially, the purpose of the challenge was
to decrease crashes, injuries, and fatalities on the State’s roadways and to increase traffic
safety and traffic safety awareness in South Carolina.

In addition to the Law Enforcement Challenge, the South Carolina Department of Public
Safety’s Office of Highway Safety (OHS) utilized more funds (approximately $600,000)
during FFY 2007 for paid media efforts relating to the state’s Sober or Slammer! (SOS)
mobilization crackdown conducted during Labor Day 2007 than in any previously
conducted single enforcement mobilization. The OHS expended an additional $170,000
in television advertising during the Christmas/New Year’s mobilization crackdown.
Approximately $125,000 was expended in radio advertising during the course of the
campaign, particularly at times of the year that lent themselves to increased occurrence of
impaired driving (St. Patrick’s Day, prom and graduation season, Cinco de Mayo and
Independence Day).

The South Carolina Impaired Driving Prevention Council (SCIDPC), through its
Legislative Subcommittee, continued to make significant progress in addressing the
impaired driving laws in the state. Along with the Office of Highway Safety, SC
Highway Patrol, State Transport Police, the Criminal Justice Academy, Office of Justice
Programs and the Director of the Department of Public Safety, there are representatives
from the State Senate, the Governor’s Office, State Attorney General’s Office, the State
House of Representatives and 20 additional Federal, State, local and private entities
comprising the Council’s membership. The SCIDPC saw a proposed, revised DUI bill
pass the House during 2007. The Senate will take up this legislation when the General
Assembly reconvenes in January 2008. The SCIDPC has continued to work with the
Senate sub-committee that is currently responsible for the bill.

17



Pickens County Sheriff’s Office
Alcohol Enforcement Program — 2H07010

Pickens County Sheriff’s Office established a two-member grant-funded DUI task force
trained in DUI enforcement, DUI detection, and courtroom presentation. The DUI Task
Force utilized data from the 13" Judicial Circuit Law Enforcement Network to determine
locations in the county that needed increased DUI enforcement efforts. The DUI Task
Force personnel were generally on patrol from 6:00 pm until 2:30 am, five nights per
week; however, this schedule was flexible in order to accommodate holiday weekends
and events when the potential for DUI incidents could increase. DUI Task Force Officers
utilized saturation patrols in areas within the County that have had the highest rate of
DUI collisions. The Pickens County Sheriff’s Office fully participated in the OHS’s
2007 Statewide Sustained DUI Enforcement campaign by conducting one specialized
DUI enforcement activity (public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) each
month of the campaign and an additional four nights of specialized DUI enforcement
(public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during two major DUI enforcement
crackdowns which occurred during the Christmas/New Year’s holidays of 2006-2007 and
the days leading up to and including the Labor Day holiday of 2007. Pickens County
DUI Task Force made 56 DUI arrests; conducted thirty-three (33) traffic safety
presentations and sixty-five (65) public safety checkpoints. The number of DUI-related
traffic collisions reported for the 2006/2007 grant period was 81. This is an average
reduction of 25% compared to the previous two years, which saw 106 DUI collisions in
2006 and 98 DUI collisions in 2005.

Seventh Circuit Solicitor’s Office
DUI Prosecution Team — 2H07011

The overall goal of the DUI Prosecution Team was to prosecute and increase the
conviction rate of alcohol/drug-related traffic offenses and thus to reduce the number of
alcohol/drug-related traffic collisions, injuries and fatalities in Spartanburg County. The
Prosecution Team continued to address the stated problem by fast-tracking cases through
the DUI Prosecution Team grant. The efforts of the Prosecution Team have worked as a
prevention method to keep additional cases from being dismissed due to a defense
attorney asking for dismissal of a case because it is being prosecuted by a law
enforcement officer. The DUI Prosecution Team also continued to address law
enforcement’s role in processing more accurate incident reports, investigation and case
preparation. The Seventh Circuit Solicitor’s Office decided to further strengthen policies
regarding recommendations for all DUI cases, so that the Solicitor’s Office no longer
recommends reducing a DUI 1%, 2" or 3™ Offense absent a ruling from the court
excluding a substantial portion of evidence. Although DUI charges were not often
reduced in the past, the reduction of charges is now practically eliminated as an option for
consideration in an attempt to hold DUI offenders to the letter of the law. The Seventh
Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office was responsible for the disposition of 637 cases, which
is an increase of 26% more cases prosecuted than last year’s 470 cases.
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Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office
Spartanburg County DUI Task Force — 2H07013

The Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office established a three-member grant-funded DUI
Task Force to reduce the overall numbers of traffic crashes in Spartanburg County, with
special attention given to alcohol-related crashes, and to reduce the number of injuries
and deaths in Spartanburg County crashes. The Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office
fully participated in the OHS’s 2007 Statewide Sustained DUI Enforcement campaign by
conducting one specialized DUI enforcement activity (public safety checkpoints and/or
saturation patrols) each month of the campaign and an additional four nights of
specialized DUI enforcement (public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during
two major DUI enforcement crackdowns which occurred during the Christmas/New
Year’s holidays of 2006-2007 and the days leading up to and including the Labor Day
holiday of 2007. The DUI Task Force made 207 DUI arrests, implemented thirty-eight
(38) public safety checkpoints, and conducted twenty-four (24) traffic safety
presentations during the grant period. Preliminary figures show that Spartanburg County
traffic collisions significantly decreased by 23.11%, from 6,155 in 2006 to 4,732 in 2007.
Although there was a decrease in traffic collisions, traffic-related injuries increased
78.37%, from 726 in 2006 to 1,295 in 2007. Highway fatalities decreased 17.31%, from
52 in 2006 to 43 in 2007.

Town of Lexington Police Department
Traffic Safety and Collision Reduction Project for the Town of Lexington — 2H07024

The Town of Lexington has experienced a dramatic increase in population due to
residential construction that has increased the cross traffic for the Town. The Lexington
Police Department committed to having a positive impact on the traffic problems within
the Town of Lexington and reducing the number of vehicular collisions. The strategies
developed to assist in this commitment include: heavy daytime enforcement activities by
the traffic officers, directed traffic patrols, conducting public safety checkpoints,
continuous utilization of the Department’s traffic trailer, participation in various traffic
safety campaigns, and joint enforcement activities with other law enforcement agencies.
The Town of Lexington Police Department fully participated in the OHS’s 2007
Statewide Sustained DUI Enforcement campaign by conducting one specialized DUI
enforcement activity (public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) each month of
the campaign and an additional four nights of specialized DUI enforcement (public safety
checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during two major DUI enforcement crackdowns
which occurred during the Christmas/New Year’s holidays of 2006-2007 and the days
leading up to and including the Labor Day holiday of 2007. The two grant-funded
officers issued 815 speeding citations and 339 citations for safety belt and child restraint
violations. The grant-funded officers also conducted 20 traffic safety presentations and
14 public safety checkpoints. The Town of Lexington maintained zero traffic fatalities.
Additionally, traffic collisions caused by speed decreased 27%, from 44 in 2006 to 32 in
2007. Based on three studies taken during the grant period involving seatbelt usage, 89%
of citizens in the Town of Lexington are using their seatbelts. This is an increase of .09
% over 2006.
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Darlington Police Department
Traffic Enforcement Program — 2H07036

Darlington Police Department enhanced its full-time traffic unit with the addition of a
grant-funded officer to concentrate on the detection and apprehension of impaired drivers
in the city of Darlington. The Darlington Police Department fully participated in the
OHS’s 2007 Statewide Sustained DUI Enforcement campaign by conducting one
specialized DUI enforcement activity (public safety checkpoints and/or saturation
patrols) each month of the campaign and an additional four nights of specialized DUI
enforcement (public safety checkpoints and/or saturation patrols) during two major DUI
enforcement crackdowns which occurred during the Christmas/New Year’s holidays of
2006-2007 and the days leading up to and including the Labor Day holiday of 2007.
Darlington Police Department made 71 DUI arrests in 2007 as compared to 48 in 2006,
an increase of 69%; wrote 2,024 speeding citations, a decrease as compared to the 3,143
for 2006; and issued 2,571 citations for safety belt and child restraint violations as
compared to 2,249 in 2006, an increase of 14%. The Department also conducted
eighteen (18) traffic safety presentations and twenty-one (21) public safety checkpoints.
The City of Darlington experienced a 9.4% decrease in the number of traffic collisions,
from 180 in the 2006 grant year to 163 in the 2007 grant year, and 71% decrease in DUI-
related collisions from 7 in 2006 to 2 in 2007. Additionally, DUI-related fatalities
remained at zero (0) for the City of Darlington.

South Carolina Commission on Prosecution Coordination
Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor — 2H07017

The Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor (TSRP) prepared and distributed four quarterly
newsletters on DUI issues to approximately 1,550 individuals and agencies. Topics
addressed in the newsletters included: an introduction of the new TSRP; recently
proposed legislation designed to reduce underage drinking; a description of the newly
proposed DUI bill; an explanation of the OHS’s Sober or Slammer! campaign; Drug
Recognition Experts; an explanation of a recent SC Supreme Court Opinion impacting
DUI enforcement in South Carolina; changes in personnel in the Implied Consent
Division; a legislative update; and a guest-written article on Law Enforcement Networks
(LEN). Additionally, the TSRP trained hundreds of law enforcement officers, scores of
municipal and magistrate judges, and dozens of prosecutors, at training seminars and at
LEN meetings. The TSRP participated in LEN meetings in the First, Third, Fifth, and
Fourteenth Judicial Circuits. At all of these gatherings, the TSRP explained her position
and the types of assistance that could be provide to each of these categories of
professionals. In addition, the TSRP drafted a Response in Opposition to a Motion to
Dismiss for a law enforcement officer and assisted an Assistant Solicitor with several
DUI cases, including selecting juries and preparing the cases for trial. On a nearly daily
basis, the TSRP answered questions from law enforcement and/or prosecutors on various
aspects of DUI. The TSRP also coordinated eleven (11) DUI training seminars for
prosecutors, law enforcement officers and summary court judges. In April 2007, the
TSRP provided six (6) one-day training sessions for the SC Highway Patrol, providing
intensive training in Implied Consent, Standardized Field Sobriety Testing, and Pre-trial
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Motions. In total, 232 SC Highway Patrol officers received this training. In addition, the
TSRP fully coordinated four (4) two-day DUI seminars, entitled “ABCs of DUI - Critical
Topics in DUI Prosecutions,” which were focused on law enforcement professionals,
prosecutors, and summary court judges. Topics covered in the seminars included
Toxicology of Ethanol, Standardized Field Sobriety Testing, Videotaping Issues, BAC
DataMaster, Legal Update, Ethics, Demonstrative Evidence, and Pre-Trial Motions.
These topics were presented by experts in their respective fields. The TSRP also
coordinated with the Magistrate Advisory Council for the 5-day Intensive Training
Seminar, and the TSRP spoke at two (2) New Magistrate and/or Municipal Trainings, in
which 134 magistrates and/or municipal judges received this training.
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION

The goal of the Office of Highway Safety’s Occupant Protection Program is to promote
and increase the usage rate and proper use of safety belts and child restraints by vehicle
occupants in South Carolina. Education and enforcement efforts were targeted towards
parents, teens, and children (ages 0-5) because of increasing numbers of fatalities in the
State. Research also has shown a clear link between adult safety belt usage and the use of
child restraint devices. A June 2007 Statewide Safety Belt Usage Survey indicated that
the overall safety belt usage rate was 74.5% for South Carolina during the Buckle Up,
South Carolina. It’s the law and it’s enforced. Memorial Day 2007 Campaign. This
represents an historic high for the State of South Carolina.

Studies show that many fatalities and injuries to infants and small children in motor
vehicles could be prevented by the proper usage of child safety seats and safety belts.
During FFY 2007, the Office of Highway Safety worked with state and local agencies to
provide child safety seats to low-income families. Agencies also made a concerted effort
to provide parents and caregivers with the proper instructions for installing child safety
seats. Projects targeting groups and/or geographic areas with low usage rates and/or non-
compliance with occupant protection laws received priority. The Office of Highway
Safety also continued to work with non-profit and State agencies to educate the State’s
population regarding the newly enacted (effective December 9, 2005) primary
enforcement safety belt law. Educational efforts included reaching out to the diverse
populations of the State and conducting presentations in high schools in various counties
throughout the State encouraging teens to buckle up, obey posted speed limits and avoid
impaired driving.

Children, ages 0-5, are a high-risk population group for injury/death because of the
increasing number of fatalities and incorrect usage of child restraint devices. In 2006,
10,090 child occupants under the age of six were involved in traffic crashes. Of these,
7,343 were restrained by a child safety seat; 2,265 by some other restraint (seat belt,
seat/lap combination); 286 were unrestrained; and for 196, restraint usage was unknown.
However, data indicates that many of the child occupant restraint devices are used
improperly. Young drivers under the age of 25, who traditionally have lower rates of
restraint use than some other age groups, were involved in 339 fatal crashes in 2006; this
is 32% of the total. In addition, NHTSA has reported that young black males are also at
risk due to infrequent restraint use.

PERFORMANCE GOALS

Short Range Goals:

1. To increase safety belt usage rates from 72.8% in 2003 to at least 75% by the end of
CY 2007 through the continued development and implementation of statewide
occupant protection programs.
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Level of Accomplishment: In 2007, a statewide observational safety belt usage
survey, utilizing NHTSA'’s revised 1998 guidelines, was conducted by the University
of South Carolina Statistical Laboratory. Results from the 2007 Statewide Safety
Belt Usage Survey conducted during the Buckle Up, South Carolina. It’s the law and
it’s enforced. Memorial Day Campaign indicated that the overall safety belt usage
rate increased from 72.5% during Memorial Day 2006 to 74.5% as of mid-June 2007.
Survey results indicated that women are more likely than men to use safety belts
(84.5% to 68.4%). Passengers are less likely than drivers to use safety belts (74% to
74.6%). Based on past survey data, the current survey demonstrates a narrow gap in
usage between drivers and passengers. Rural dwellers are less likely to use safety
belts than urban residents (73% to 75.2%). A lower usage rate by males is the major
factor that continues to pull the statewide average down. In June 2005, a primary
safety belt law was enacted in South Carolina, to be made effective on December 9,
2005. The passage of this legislation and resulting enforcement has apparently
resulted increased usage rates in the State.

To reduce the MDR for children under the age of six by 10% by the end of CY
2007.

Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 by the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS indicate an estimated MDR of 0.030 for traffic crash
fatalities involving children under the age of six. This represents an estimated 25%
increase over the CY 2006 MDR of 0.024 for traffic crash fatalities involving
children under the age of six. In CY 2006, there were twelve (12) fatalities in this age
group compared to fifteen (15) projected in CY 2007. Occupant Protection Grants for
FFY 2007 were continued in the following counties/agencies:

= The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control
(SCDHEC). It should be noted that there are occupant protection components in a
Youth Alcohol/Youth Traffic Safety grant implemented by the Aiken County Safe
Communities Program of the Aiken County Board of Disabilities/Tri-Development
Center.

Long Range Goals (2007 - 2011):

1. To increase the statewide safety belt usage rate from 72.8% in 2003 to at least 85%

by the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: The current seat belt usage rate in South Carolina is
74.5%. This is based on a June 2007 Statewide Observational Safety Belt Usage
Survey conducted by the University of South Carolina Statistical Laboratory. In
June 2005, a primary safety belt law was enacted in South Carolina, to be made
effective on December 9, 2005. The passage of this legislation should result in
increased usage rates in the state in the near future.

2. To reduce the MDR for children under the age of six by 30% by the end of CY 2011.
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Level of Accomplishment: Projected estimates for CY 2007 by the Statistical
Analysis Center of the OHS indicate an estimated MDR of 0.030 for traffic crash
fatalities involving children under the age of six. This represents an estimated 25%
increase over the CY 2006 MDR of 0.024 for traffic crash fatalities involving
children under the age of six and 18% lower than the MDR of 0.036 which accrued in
CY 2005. In CY 2006, there were twelve (12) fatalities in this age group compared to
fifteen (15) projected in CY 2007. In order to achieve this goal by CY 2011, much
work will need to be done.

. To establish a consistent diversity outreach program to address occupant restraint
issues among minority populations.

Level of Accomplishment: Research has confirmed that use of safety belts and child
restraint devices remains lower among certain minority groups than among non-
minority groups. The Office of Highway Safety awarded a highway safety grant for
FFY 2007 to the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control’s
(SCDHEC) Bureau of Chronic Disease and Health Promotion’s Injury & Violence
Prevention Division. With these funds SCDHEC continued the employment of a full-
time bilingual Program Assistant to concentrate on increasing occupant restraint use
among the state’s Latino population.

South Carolina has experienced rapid growth in its Latino population during the past
ten years. Most of this increase can be attributed to high levels of migration due to
economic opportunities in agriculture, construction, and food industries, as well as
high Latino birth rates. In 1999, the Census Bureau estimated the state’s Latino
population to be 49,817. This represents a 63.3% increase from the 1990 figure of
30,500. At the current rate of growth, by the year 2010, the Latino population in
South Carolina will total 106,427. The projections do not include the State’s migrant
and seasonal farm worker population. It is estimated that 97% of migrant and
seasonal farm workers are Hispanic and speak Spanish as their primary language.
They work in each of South Carolina’s forty-six (46) counties throughout the nine-
month growing season, following the eastern migrant stream. The upstate and coastal
regions of the state housed the largest segment of the permanent Hispanic/Latino
population growth in South Carolina, 88% in the Upstate and 76% in the Coastal area.

SCDHEC focused on reaching the Hispanic population of the State through its
statewide health district system. The subgrantee issued information about safety belt
and child passenger safety restraint use, conducted CPS Technician trainings,
conducted training relative to the proper use of child safety seats and distributed
safety seats to minority individuals based on need.
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South Carolina Department of Public Safety — Office of Highway Safety
Occupant Protection Program Management — 2H06002

During FY 2007 the Occupant Protection (OP) staff continued to administer all occupant
protection programs funded through the State’s Office of Highway Safety Program.
Specific activities included the following: the continuation of Child Passenger Safety
(CPS) Trainings; CPS Updates for South Carolina Technicians and SCDPS-sponsored
child safety seat checks with local partners; the coordination of activities with all
Highway Safety Project Directors for special public information events during Buckle
Up, America! Week and National Child Passenger Safety Awareness Week in February
2007, as well as support for the Buckle Up, South Carolina. It’s the Law and It’s
Enforced. law enforcement briefings; oversight of SCDPS’s Fitting Station, which serves
the public through appointments and which checked thirty-nine (39) safety seats during
2007; and conducting seven (7) Child Passenger Safety Technician Classes, which
trained 109 participants. The Occupant Protection Trainer (OPT) participated in twenty-
one (21) child safety seat clinics where 408 safety seats were checked. The OPT
conducted six (6) presentations with 746 people in attendance. The Statewide Safety Belt
Use Survey report for July 2007 indicated that 74.5%.of South Carolinians were using
safety belts.

SC Department of Health and Environmental Control
Children Restrained Safely and Securely — 2H07034

The overall goals of the project were to decrease the number of children under the age of
six who are injured or killed due to the lack of proper child safety seat use and to increase
public awareness of the State’s new primary enforcement safety belt law, which took
effect on December 9, 2005. This program supported efforts to prevent injuries and
deaths to children in South Carolina caused by motor vehicle crashes through a
partnership between the South Carolina Department of Public Safety (SCDPS), South
Carolina SafeKids and the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC). Another major focus of the grant was to reach non-traditional
partners such as local fire departments, childcare providers, emergency medical
technicians, coroners, medical professionals, automobile dealerships and child-based
businesses to establish CPS permanent fitting stations.

In addition, the grant focused on educating the public regarding the new primary
enforcement safety belt law. Educational materials were distributed to all local health
departments focusing on specific populations. In conjunction with child passenger safety
seat events, safety belt use was discussed with all occupants present. Other grant
activities included a Hispanic/Latino outreach project in focus communities across the
state. There was an increase of permanent Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Fitting Stations
in the Hispanic/Latino community from zero (0) to five (5) locations. The project
conducted twelve (12) CPS training classes and trained 134 individuals as CPS
technicians. The number of minority individuals, African American and Latino, trained
as CPS technicians went from twenty-five (25) to forty-three (43). CPS permanent
Fitting Stations in South Carolina increased from sixty-eight (68) to seventy-three (73).
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The project distributed and properly installed 651 child safety seats (convertible) and 646
high-back booster seats in the focus Hispanic/Latino counties. In addition, the project
conducted informal safety belt surveys in the following twelve (12) county health
departments: Fairfield, Laurens, Aiken, Barnwell, Clarendon, Sumter, Edgefield,
Darlington, Saluda, Greenwood, Kershaw and Lee. The project conducted forty (40)
presentations reaching 1,000 people regarding the proper use of safety belts and child
restraint devices.
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POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES

According to the Statistical Analysis Center of the Office of Highway
Safety, the data relating to alcohol crashes, fatalities, and injuries is
incomplete for CY 2007. Projections being made are based on
approximately eight months of alcohol-related crash data.

Traffic law enforcement plays a critical role in deterring impaired driving, increasing
safety belt and child restraint usage, encouraging compliance with speed laws, and
reducing other unsafe driving behaviors. A combination of highly visible, selective
enforcement; public information and education; and advanced training combined with
state-of-the-art traffic enforcement equipment continues to be utilized by the law
enforcement community in order to make South Carolina's roadways safer for the
motoring public. Traffic enforcement capabilities were introduced in some areas and
existing efforts were enhanced in other areas where previous traffic enforcement
initiatives were already in place.

Short Range Goals:

1. To reduce the number of traffic collisions during CY 2007 by 5%, as compared to CY
2006 data, by developing and implementing well-organized, comprehensive traffic
enforcement programs with program support from all levels of command.

Level of Accomplishment: According to projected estimates of the OHS Statistical
Analysis Center, the number of traffic crashes in South Carolina for CY 2007 is
113,230, which is up .25% from the 112,950 in CY 2006. PTS Grants for FY 2007
were implemented or continued in the following counties/agencies:

Richland County: Richland County Sheriff's Department
Columbia Police Department
Charleston County: North Charleston Police Department
Mount Pleasant Police Department
Colleton County: Colleton County Sheriff’s Office
Beaufort County: Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office
Beaufort Police Department
Port Royal Police Department
Bluffton Police Department
Berkeley County: Hanahan Police Department
Dorchester County: Summerville Police Department
Darlington County: Darlington Police Department
Greenville County:  Simpsonville Police Department
Jasper County: Ridgeland Police Department
Statewide: South Carolina Highway Patrol
Criminal Justice Academy
Alcohol countermeasures projects with an enforcement component were also
continued or implemented in Pickens County (Pickens County Sheriff’s Department);
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Lexington County (Lexington Police Department); Spartanburg County (Spartanburg
Department of Public Safety and Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Department); and
York County (Rock Hill Police Department).

2. To reduce the number of traffic collisions with a contributing factor of alcohol or
drugs by 2% during CY 2007, as compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: According to projected estimates of the OHS Statistical
Analysis Center, the estimated number of traffic crashes with a factor of alcohol for
CY 2007 is 5,170, which reflects an increase of 3.9% from the 4,975 in CY 2006.

3. To reduce the number of traffic collisions with a contributing factor of exceeding the
posted speed limit by 2% during CY 2007, as compared to CY 2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: According to projected estimates of the OHS Statistical
Analysis Center, the estimated number of crashes with a factor of exceeding the speed
limit for CY 2007 is 1,823, which reflects a decrease of 1.6%, from 1,853 in CY
2006.

4. To reduce the number of traffic collisions caused by aggressive driving behaviors,
including driver inattention, failing to vyield the right-of-way, disregarding a
sign/signal, and improper lane change, by 2% during CY 2007, as compared to CY
2006 data.

Level of Accomplishment: According to projected estimates of the OHS Statistical
Analysis Center, the estimated number of crashes with selected aggressive driving
factors for CY 2007 is 54,304, which reflects a decrease of 0.9% from the 54,809 in
2006.

Long Range Goals (2007 — 2011):

1. To reduce the number of traffic collisions reported on the State's streets and highways
by 15% by the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: As indicated above, projected estimates from the OHS
Statistical Analysis Center indicate 113,230 collisions for CY 2007. When compared
to the 112,950 collisions in CY 2006, this represents an estimated increase in total
collisions for CY 2007 of .25%. The goal is achievable, but will require extensive
additional work to achieve.

2. To reduce the number of alcohol-related traffic crashes in South Carolina by 10% by
the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: See Short Range Goals above. The preliminary numbers
reflect a possible increase for 2007 in this statistical category, however the data is
incomplete and therefore not very reliable. With increased emphasis on enforcement
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and public information and education campaigns in the coming years, as well as an
anticipated strengthening of the state’s DUI laws, this goal should be achieved by
2011.

3. To reduce the number of traffic crashes with a primary contributing factor of
exceeding the posted speed limit by 10% by the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: See Short Range Goals above. With increased
cooperation in enforcement activities between state and local law enforcement
agencies, this goal is achievable by 2011.

4. To reduce the number of traffic collisions caused by aggressive driving behaviors,
including driver inattention, failing to yield the right of way, disregarding a
sign/signal, and improper lane change, by 10% by the end of CY 2011.

Level of Accomplishment: See Short Range Goals above. This goal is achievable by
2011, but will require extensive work.

South Carolina Department of Public Safety-Office of Highway Safety
Police Traffic Services Program Management — 2H07005

The implementa