TOOL BOX Oregon Self Assessment V-F-3 
[image: image1.jpg]NATIONAL

Driver {Education

STANDARDS PROJECT




Driver Education National Standards.

Instructor Qualifications

3.1.1 Each State should require the following prerequisites for instructors receiving certification and recertification:  a) possession of a valid driver’s license, as recognized by the State; b) have an acceptable driving record as determined by the State; c) pass a Federal and State criminal background check; d) meet health or physical requirements as determined by the State; e) achieve a minimum academic education requirement as determined by the State; and f) meet a minimum age requirement as determined by the State.

Oregon’s response:
737-015-0070 Qualifications of an Approved ODOT-TSD Traffic Safety Education Instructor
(1) A traffic safety education course instructor must meet all requirements of his or her employer.

(2) An instructor must certify and provide verification annually to his or her employer that the person holds a valid Oregon driver license or a license issued by a state adjacent to Oregon, if the person is a legal resident of that state. This person must provide a five-year certified court print abstract to the employing provider showing: 

(a) Not more than one driver improvement violation within the preceding 12 months or more than two driver improvement violations in the preceding 24 months;  (b) No alcohol or drug related traffic violation, conviction or infraction within the preceding five years; or (c) No driver's license suspension, cancellation, revocation or denial within the preceding three years.

(3) A traffic safety classroom instructor must certify and provide verification annually to his or her employer that they have previously completed a Division-approved course of study for Foundations of traffic safety education and completed the Division-approved classroom course.

(4) A traffic safety behind-the-wheel instructor must certify and provide verification annually to his or her employer that they have previously completed the Division-approved Foundations course and the Division-approved course of study for behind-the-wheel instructor preparation, including an in-car practicum with beginning drivers.

(5) An instructor must have a current first aid/CPR Certification. 

(6) An instructor must be re-certified every two years. To qualify, the instructor must, during the previous two years: 

(a) Participate in 15 hours of continuing education to improve driver education teaching competency.  Every instructor must maintain a professional development file that includes the agenda, objectives, time schedule and completion certificates for the continuing education;  (b) Provide a minimum of 30 hours of classroom, behind-the-wheel or simulator instruction in a Division-approved program during the re-certification period; and (c) Retain a current first aid/CPR Certification. This is not included in the 15 hours of continuing education. 

(9) An applicant will be refused approval to provide traffic safety education or a current approval will be suspended or revoked if the applicant or instructor has his or her driver license or privilege suspended or revoked or canceled for any reason or is involved in the DMV Driver Improvement Program or has exceeded two driver improvement violations in a two-year period or has any alcohol or drug related traffic violation, conviction or infraction. 

(10) Approval to provide traffic safety education may be granted upon reapplication when the traffic safety education instructor's driver license or privilege in Oregon has been reinstated in full for three years or one year has passed since the last Driver Improvement Program entry on the driving record or five years have passed since an alcohol or drug related traffic violation, conviction or infraction. 


735-160-0075 Commercial Driver Training School Instructor Qualifications
(1) No person will teach, conduct classes, give demonstrations to, or supervise the practice of student drivers for compensation unless he or she is issued an Instructor Certificate by DMV. 

(2) To be eligible for an Instructor Certificate, or to renew or maintain an Instructor Certificate, a person must: 

(a) Be at least 21 years of age to conduct behind-the-wheel training and age 19 to conduct classroom training;

3.1.2 Each State should require instructors to complete approved standardized instructor training that applies to instructors and teachers in all public and private driver education and training programs.  This preparation should include a course of study that is no less than 120 hours or preparatory time.

Oregon’s response:
Currently, Instructors are required to take a minimum of 90 hours of instruction to teach one modality (either Classroom or Behind-the-Wheel) to be certified to teach Oregon’s approved program.    Most instructors take 135 hours (all three preparatory courses) to be able to teach both modalities.  

These courses are delivered through Western Oregon University’s Division of Extended Programs.
3.1.3 Each State should require instructors to receive training in accepted best practices in course delivery and evaluations using various delivery modalities.

Oregon’s response:
The “Train the Trainer” Curriculum (taken originally from the ADTSEA program) has been continuously updated with best practice application in an effort to promote “student centered” learning in new delivery modalities.
3.1.4 Each State should require that an instructor pass a State-approved practical and/or written exam (e.g., Praxis II, National Teacher Certification Program).

Oregon’s response:

Currently, Oregon requires an exit final exam in each of its three instructor preparation courses.
3.1.5 Each State should require annual continuing education and professional development hours for instructors.

Oregon’s response:
OAR 737-015-0070 (6) An instructor must be re-certified every two years. To qualify, the instructor must, during the previous two years: 

(a) Participate in 15 hours of continuing education to improve driver education teaching competency.  Every instructor must maintain a professional development file that includes the agenda, objectives, time schedule and completion certificates for the continuing education;  (b) Provide a minimum of 30 hours of classroom, behind-the-wheel or simulator instruction in a Division-approved program during the re-certification period; and (c) Retain a current first aid/CPR Certification. This is not included in the 15 hours of continuing education.
3.1.6 Each State should require an annual driving record review for instructors.

Oregon’s response:
An instructor must provide (annually) a five-year certified court print abstract to the employing provider showing: 

OAR 737-015-0070(2) (a) Not more than one driver improvement violation within the preceding 12 months or more than two driver improvement violations in the preceding 24 months;  (b) No alcohol or drug related traffic violation, conviction or infraction within the preceding five years; or (c) No driver's license suspension, cancellation, revocation or denial within the preceding three years.
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