


EVERY LIFE COUNTS.
The philosophy of the Maryland Highway Safety Office  is embodied 
in three simple words – Every Life Counts. These words form the basis 
of the Maryland Highway Safety Office’s mission and drive each 
member of the Maryland Highway Safety Office in our quest to 
move Maryland Toward Zero Deaths. Every crash is preventable, 
every injury is avoidable, and ultimately it is up to each motorist, 
passenger, or pedestrian in Maryland to do their part to help save lives.

The Maryland Highway Safety Office’s Annual Report is a visual 
representation of numbers that represent outcomes of traffic safety 
efforts coordinated throughout the state. But lives lost in crashes are 
not just merely numbers in a report. The people affected are parents, 
children, brothers and sisters, friends, and co-workers. The impact of their 
injury or loss is very real and devastating to families and communities. 

The Maryland Highway Safety Office honors the memories of past victims 
of traffic crashes and will continue to work diligently in their memory to 
prevent needless tragedies from occurring on Maryland’s roadways.
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FUNDING 
The MHSO receives funding from the NHTSA for use at the statewide and local levels. The Highway Safety Act 
of 1966 authorized the first federal highway safety program - the State and Community Highway Safety Grant 
Program (Section 402). Since then, Congress has revised national highway safety grant programs many times 
through reauthorizing legislation, creating new incentive grants, penalties and sanctions. Maryland’s highway 
safety program is funded through federal appropriations, and state laws can impact the amount and type of 
funding the state receives. The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act is the surface transportation bill that 
authorizes the federal transportation programs, including Maryland’s highway safety program. 

The MHSO submits its plan for allocating these funds to the NHTSA by way of a HSP. The MHSO utilizes formulas 
and strategic planning models to allocate these funds into the jurisdictions and grant-funded projects that are 
evaluated as having the best potential at meeting the state’s traffic safety goals, also outlined in the state’s HSP. 

The percentage of funds expended by program area is provided below: 

 MHSO FFY 2016 
NHTSA Expenditures Comprehensive Local Projects, 13.1% 

Driver Education, 0.2% 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety, 0.6% 

Impaired Driving, 47.2% Aggressive Driving, 9.1% 

Codes and Laws, 0.2% 

Occupant Protection, 7.3% 

Child Passenger, 3.3% 

Police Traffic Services, 3.8% 
Motorcycle Safety, 0.6% 

Planning and Administration, 3.1% 
Traffic Records, 8.4% Distracted Driving, 3.0% 

Note: The figures above represent only funds from the NHTSA. In addition to these funds, the MHSO distributes funds 
from the Federal Highway Administration, as well as, state funds for highway safety programming. 
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OUR ORGANIZATION 

Serving as Maryland’s Governor’s Highway Safety Representative, the MVA Administrator, Christine Nizer, 
provides overall leadership for the state’s highway safety program. The MHSO is housed within the MVA, a 
division of the Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), and the MHSO’s topmost leadership reports 
directly to Administrator Nizer. The Chief and Deputy Chief oversee the MHSO’s Safety Programs Section, Law 
Enforcement Section, Partnership, Resources and Outreach Section, Finance and Information Systems Section, 
Communications Team, and the MHSO’s Office Management personnel. 

The Safety Programs Section is comprised of a Section Chief and five Program Managers that specialize in 
Occupant Protection and Distracted Driving Prevention, Impaired Driving Prevention, Aggressive Driving 
Prevention, Motorcycle Safety, and Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety. This section also includes a Traffic Records 
Program Manager, who manages the state Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC). 

Led by a Section Chief, the Law Enforcement Section includes a Law Enforcement Program Manager, who 
coordinates special projects and law enforcement outreach, and four Law Enforcement Liaisons (LEL). The LEL 
positions were added this fiscal year and serve to facilitate communications between the MHSO and Maryland 
law enforcement agencies. 

The Partnerships, Resources, and Outreach (PRO) Section includes a Section Chief and five staff members that 
have responsibility for various categories of outreach, as well as furthering the implementation of local SHSPs. 
The section staff has responsibility for employer outreach programs, leading efforts with military installations, 
and guiding programs with other local partners such as schools and universities. The PRO Section also houses a 
Contracts Manager who has responsibility for reviewing all MHSO contracts. 
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The MHSO’s Finance and Information Systems 
Section manages and coordinates the financial 
operations of the MHSO, and this section also 
encompasses the MHSO’s data analysis personnel. 
There are two Finance Manager positions, a Grants 
Specialist Supervisor, two Grants Managers, and 
a Data Processing Quality Assurance Specialist, in 
addition to the Section Chief. 

The Communications Team houses a Communication 
Manager who primarily serves to guide the planning 
and implementation of education and media 
campaigns. The Communications Manager also 
coordinates correspondence and guides the 
strategic development of the MHSO’s social media 
platforms. The Communications Manager works with 
MHSO staff and partners to provide further exposure 
to the efforts of the MHSO. 

The Office Management Section consists of a 
Business Services Specialist who provides human 
resource and administrative support for the MHSO. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

Following 2014, a year that saw the fewest number 
of crash fatalities, 2015 brought an unwelcome 
surprise. Like much of the rest of the country, 
Maryland posted a significant increase in overall 
traffic fatalities and when the year was over, 521 
people had been killed on Maryland’s roads. It was 
a disappointing reversal of a downward trend that 
had been ongoing for several years. 

The increase in fatalities was a focal point for 
Maryland’s SHSP Summit which was held in April 2016. 
Approximately 150 people attended from the 4 Es 
across the state. MHSO staff participated as co-
chairs throughout the event, working with Emphasis 
Area Teams (EATs) to have attendees sign up and 
be part of Moving Maryland Toward Zero Deaths. To 
raise awareness of the increase in fatalities and to 
emphasize the roles that everyone plays in eliminating 

crashes, a media event was held in conjunction 
with the SHSP Summit. Coverage was provided by 
television, radio and print media outlets, and the 
event featured MVA Administrator, Christine Nizer, 
as emcee, with MDOT Deputy Secretary, Jim Ports, 
Maryland State Police (MSP) Superintendent, Colonel 
William Pallozzi, and Ms. Deborah Hersman, President 
of the National Safety Council, as featured speakers. 

Maryland hosted the first annual DUI Conference 
in October 2015 and continued again in October 
2016. These events drew hundreds of enforcement 
officers and traffic safety professionals who gained 
comprehensive knowledge of impaired driving issues in 
Maryland. Topics included: best practices to prevent, 
deter, and enforce laws surrounding this high-risk 
behavior; various topics related to drug and alcohol 
impairment; effective preparation of courtroom 
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testimony and evidence support; and other topics that 
increase the effectiveness of officers in the courtroom. 
The events have been very well received and future 
DUI Conferences are likely to play a role in Maryland’s 
traffic safety program for many years. 

The concept of High Visibility Enforcement (HVE) is one 
that will be mentioned heavily throughout this report. 
The premise is that effective use of media elements 
augment enforcement efforts, and vice versa. FFY 2016 
was the first time that the MHSO mandated that all law 
enforcement agencies receiving grant funding adhere 
to the HVE model. Smaller agencies are required to use 
their funding during existing statewide mobilizations. 
Larger agencies that receive more funding are not 
strictly confined to major statewide mobilizations 
and may conduct operations with the caveat that 
enforcement operations receive considerable 
media support by those agencies. 

To promote the concept of HVE, the MSHO 
participated in the development of the Law 
Enforcement Executive’s Guide, through the 
Maryland Chiefs of Police Traffic Safety Committee. 
The heads of the Maryland Chiefs of Police 
Association (MCPA), the Maryland Sheriff’s Association 
(MSA), and the Chairman of the MCPA’s Traffic Safety 
Committee were heavily involved and provided vital 
guidance in achieving buy-in from Maryland’s police 
executives. This guide outlines Maryland’s SHSP, a 
general HVE Overview, and provides guidance on 
all critical elements of the HVE model. The guide was 
heavily marketed to law enforcement partners and 
the concept has been well received and various 
notes are made to the implementation of HVE 
modeling in the MHSO’s campaigns later in this report. 

In December 2015, the MHSO coordinated the first 
Judicial Highway Safety Conference. The event 
was designed to provide evidence-based training 
and education to assist judges in recognizing 
how the adjudication of traffic cases impacts 
highway safety. More than 50 judges from across 

Maryland attended to learn about such topics as: 
The Changing Face of the Impaired Driver; the 
Role of the MVA and the Courts; The Science and 
Admissibility of Drug Evaluation and Classification 
Evidence; and The Role and Importance of the 
Traffic Court Judge. The event was a major leap 
forward in raising the awareness of a judge’s 
impact on road safety. 

The MHSO funded the completion of a Mobile Breath 
Alcohol Truck (MBAT) which contains three Intoximeters, 
and will be staffed by a driver and a breath test 
maintenance technician from the MSP. A breath test 
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operator will be provided by the agency that requests 
the use of the vehicle and the primary purpose of the 
MBAT is to support the impaired driving enforcement 
efforts of the MSP as well as allied agencies. The MBAT 
is designed to serve as a support vehicle for any type 
of high visibility event related to impaired driving 
enforcement, some of which includes on-scene breath 
testing at sobriety checkpoints and increased visibility 
of enforcement of activity with readily accessible 
breath testing when supporting DUI enforcement 
patrols. In addition to enforcement activities, the 
MBAT will be used for public events and will serve as 
an educational tool when advising the public of the 
dangers of impaired driving. 

Of note is the importance that was placed upon the 
relationship with Maryland’s engineering community 
this year. A new webinar series for engineers was 
developed and launched with the intent of more 
closely linking engineering science and its impact on 
behavioral safety programs. In addition, the MHSO 
hosted a national webinar of training devoted to 
safety engineering concepts and presented to an 
audience of 1,000 engineers at the Maryland Quality 
Initiative Conference. These vital relationships will be 
continued as they serve to greatly strengthen the 
engineering community’s role in highway safety. 

As with past years, several members of the MHSO 
were recognized internally for outstanding efforts or 
achievements. Three individuals were recognized for 
dedication and commitment to traffic safety: 

• Ms. Laurie Dell, the MHSO’s Finance Manager, 
was recognized by her peers for her dedication to 
providing excellent service to co-workers and the 
MHSO’s grantees; 

• Ms. Julie Maione, one of the MHSO’s Outreach 
Program Managers, was presented with the 
MHSO Step-Up Award. Given by management, 
Julie received the award due to her constant 
willingness to assist co-workers, to take on new 
projects, and for her leadership in various facets 
of the MHSO; and 

• The MHSO’s Finance Team was presented with the 
MHSO’s Chief’s Award for their commitment to 
maintaining a top quality grants program and for 
the development of new grants software that will 
be implemented in the next FFY. 

The Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP) 
recognized the commitment of the MHSO and its 
management with the WRAP Public Partnership 
Award. This award highlights the overall partnership 
exhibited between WRAP and the MHSO throughout 
the year. Efforts included the MHSO’s support of 
the WRAP’s SoberRide® campaign, participation 
in the statewide Checkpoint Strikeforce campaign, 
and the leadership shown by the MHSO’s staff in 
preventing impaired driving. 
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Aggressive 
Driving 

Distracted 
Driving 

Impaired 
Driving 

Occupant 
Protection 

Pedestrian & 
Bicycle Safety 

Special 
Projects 

Ba
lti

m
o

re
 

Law Enforcement 
Baltimore County Police Department X X X X X X 

Towson University Police Department X X X 

Education & Outreach 
Baltimore County Police Department X 

Baltimore County Department of Health X 

Ba
lti

m
o

re
 C

ity

Law Enforcement 

Baltimore Police Department X X X X X 

University of Baltimore Police Department X X 

C
a

lv
e

rt
 

Law Enforcement Calvert County Sheriff's Office X X X X X 

Education & Outreach 

Calvert Office on Aging X 

Calvert County Health Department X 

Calvert Alliance Against Substance Abuse X 

C
a

ro
lin

e Law Enforcement County Commissioners of Caroline County X 

Education & Outreach Caroline County Sheriff's Office X X X 

C
a

rr
o

ll 

Law Enforcement 

Westminster Police Department X X X X 

Carroll County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Manchester Police Department X X 

Sykesville Police Department X X 

Hampstead Police Department X X 

Taneytown Police Department X X X 

Education & Outreach 

McDaniel College Dept. of Campus Safety X 

Carroll Co. Bureau of Aging & Disabilities X 

Sykesville Freedom District Fire Department X 

Carroll County Health Department X X X 

C
e

c
il 

Law Enforcement 
Cecil County, Maryland X X X X X 

Elkton Police Department X X X X 

Education & Outreach 
Cecil County Dept. of Emergency Svcs. X 

Cecil County Sheriff's Office X 

C
h

a
rle

s

Law Enforcement 

Maryland Natural Resources Police X X X X 

Charles County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Town of La Plata Police Department X X X X 

Education & Outreach Kiwanis Club of La Plata X 

D
o

rc
h

e
st

e
r

Law Enforcement 

Cambridge Police Department X X X X 

Hurlock Police Department X X X 

Dorchester County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Fr
e

d
e

ric
k Law Enforcement 
Frederick County Sheriff X 

Frederick Police Department X X X 

Education & Outreach 
Frederick County Liquor Board X 

Safe Kids Frederick County/Families Plus X X 

G
a

rr
e

tt

Education & Outreach 
Garrett County Liquor Control Board X 

Garrett College X X X 
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Aggressive 
Driving 

Distracted 
Driving 

Impaired 
Driving 

Occupant 
Protection 

Pedestrian & 
Bicycle Safety 

Special 
Projects 

H
a

rf
o

rd Law Enforcement 

Havre de Grace Police Department X X X 

Harford County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Bel Air Police Department X X X X 

Aberdeen Police Department X X X 

Education & Outreach Harford County DUI Court X 

H
o

w
a

rd Law Enforcement Howard County Police Department X X X X X 

Education & Outreach 
Maryland Judiciary - Howard Co. 
DUI Court 

X 

Ke
n

t Law Enforcement Kent County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Education & Outreach Washington College X X 

M
o

n
tg

o
m

e
ry

Law Enforcement 

Chevy Chase Village Police X X 

Rockville Police Department X X X X X 

Gaithersburg Police Department X X X X X 

Montgomery County Sheriff's Office X 

Montgomery County Police Department X X X X X X 

M-NC Park Police, Montgomery Co. Div X X 

Education & Outreach 
Montgomery Co. Dept. of Liquor Control X 

Montgomery County Fire and Rescue X X 

Pr
in

c
e

 G
e

o
rg

e
’s

Law Enforcement 

Capitol Heights Police Department X X X X 

District Heights Police Department X X X X 

University of Maryland Department of 
Public Safety 

X X X X X 

Laurel Police Department X X X X X 

Greenbelt Police Department X X X X X 

University Park Police Department X X X X 

Cheverly Police Department X X X X 

Edmonston Police Department X X X 

New Carrollton Police Department X X X X X 

City of Hyattsville Police Department X X X 

Prince George's County 
Police Department 

X X X X X X 

Riverdale Park Police Department X X X X 

Edmonston Police Department X 

Education & Outreach Prince George's Child Resource Center X X 

Q
u

e
e

n
 A

n
n

e
’s

Law Enforcement Queen Anne's County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

So
m

e
rs

e
t

Law Enforcement 

Princess Anne Police Department X X X X 

Somerset County Sheriff's Office X X X 

Crisfield Police Department X X X 
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Aggressive 
Driving 

Distracted 
Driving 

Impaired 
Driving 

Occupant 
Protection 

Pedestrian & 
Bicycle Safety 

Special 
Projects 

St
. M

a
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Law Enforcement St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office X X X X X 

Education & Outreach 

College of Southern Maryland X 

St. Mary's Hospital X X 

St. Mary's County Alcohol Beverage 
Board 

X 

St. Mary's County Circuit Court X 

Ta
lb

o
t

Law Enforcement 
Talbot County Sheriff's Office X X X 

Easton Police Department X X X X X 

W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 

Law Enforcement 

Hancock Police Department X X X X 

Washington County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Hagerstown Police Department X X X X 

Education & Outreach 

Children's Village of Washington County X 

Washington County Liquor Board X 

Washington County Health Department X X X X X 

Hagerstown Community College X X X 

Meritus Health X 

W
ic

o
m

ic
o

Law Enforcement 

Wicomico County Sheriff's Office X X X X 

Fruitland Police Department X X X X 

MD Natural Resources Police X X 

Salisbury Police Department X X X X 

Salisbury University Police Department X X 

W
o

rc
e

st
e

r

Law Enforcement 

Pocomoke City Police Department X X X X 

Ocean City Police Department X X X X X X 

Worcester County Sheriff's Office X X X X X 

Berlin Police Department X X X X 

Ocean Pines Police Department X X X 

Education & Outreach Worcester County Health Department X X 
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STRATEGIC HIGHWAY SAFETY PLAN 

& PROGRAM AREA MEASURES 
In 2015, 521 people were killed in 107,789 police-reported traffic crashes in Maryland, while 44,816 people were 
injured and 76,654 crashes involved property damage only. In total, 314 drivers (247 vehicle drivers and 67 
motorcycle operators), 110 pedestrians and bicyclists, and 97 passengers were killed on Maryland roads. On 
average, one person was killed every 17 hours, 123 people were injured each day (5 injuries every hour), and 
295 police-reported traffic crashes occurred every day. 

Statewide Total Crashes, Injury Crashes, Fatal Crashes, Injuries & Fatalities 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 % Change from 2011 

Fatal Crashes 458 462 432 417 480 +4.8% 

Injury Crashes 30,466 30,516 29,236 30,369 30,655 +0.6% 

Property Damage Only 59,186 59,542 62,937 67,165 76,654 +29.5% 

Total Crashes 90,110 90,520 92,605 97,951 107,789 +19.6% 

Total of All Fatalities 488 511 466 443 521 +6.8% 

Total Number Injured 44,609 44,398 42,757 44,158 44,816 +0.5% 

Source: Crash data are obtained from the State Highway Administration which maintains a database derived from crash reports submitted 
to, and processed and approved by, the Maryland State Police. Data are subject to change. 

The five-year fatality rate trend for Maryland increased from a low of 0.79 in 2014 to a high of 0.91 in 2015. The 
overall fatality rate has consistently been lower than the national fatality rate every year since 1992. 

Fatality Rate, Vehicle Miles Traveled, Maryland and National, 2011–2015

 Year VMT (billion miles) Fatalities* Fatality Rate* National Fatality Rate** 

2011 56.0 488 0.870 1.10 

2012 56.4 511 0.906 1.14 

2013 56.5 466 0.825 1.10 

2014 56.4 443 0.785 1.08 

2015 57.3 521 0.909 1.12 

*		 Sources: State Highway Administration Safety Information Database (SHA-SID)/ Enhanced Maryland Automated Accident Reporting 
System (eMAARS) and Automated Crash Reporting System (ACRS). 

**		 Source: NHTSA, Fatality Analysis Reporting (FARS) Fatalities per 100 million miles traveled. 
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The following chart displays a correlation between the rise in VMT and a decrease in fatalities over the past 25 years:
	

STRATEGIC HIGHWAY SAFETY PLAN GOALS 

Maryland has adopted the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) strategy and has implemented interim goals of reducing 
fatalities by at least 50 percent in the next two decades (592 in 2008 to 296 in 2030). An exponential trend line was 
fitted to the data points with a fixed endpoint of 296 in 2030. Interim targets were calculated from this trend line. 
Maryland used the same methodology to determine the 2015 goals set forth in the current SHSP. 

Maryland executives collaborated on revisions to the goal-setting methodology. The initial TZD goals will remain 
(296 fatalities in 2030). Annual goals are based on projections using an exponential trend line using a fixed 
endpoint as established by TZD. The exponential trend lines combined with a TZD endpoint will only be applied to 
the five major goals required of the state (fatalities, fatality rate/VMT, serious injuries, serious injury rate/VMT, and 
non-motorist fatalities/serious injuries). The other program area goals will be based on a five-year rolling average 
with an exponential trend and no fixed endpoint. 

The goals for serious injuries and serious injury rates were set in accordance with the TZD methodology that was 
used for the fatality and fatality rates. This methodology used the number of serious injuries observed in 2008 to 
set the 2030 goal. 

All traffic safety documents in Maryland conform to these methodologies, including the SHSP and the MHSO’s 
HSP. Additionally, all planning documents developed by the MHSO staff and state-level reporting to the 
Governor use SHSP emphasis area fatality and serious injury goals. 

Note: The SHSP Executive Council will soon consider a new approach to setting targets in relation to the final 
federal requirements that take hold in FFY2017. All performance measures that follow are updates to current, 
but soon-to-be-revised, measures established before the new rulemaking was final. 
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OVERALL STATEWIDE GOALS 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the annual number of traffic-related fatalities on all roads in Maryland from 521 in 
2015 to fewer than 390 by December 31, 2020. 

• In 2015, there were 521 fatalities in Maryland. This is the highest number of fatalities in the state since 
2009. Maryland did not progress toward the 2020 goal. 

Fatality Rate Objective: Reduce the annual rate of traffic-related fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled 
(MVMT) on all roads in Maryland from 0.91 in 2015 to 0.69 or lower by December 31, 2020. 

• In 2015, Maryland had a fatality rate of 0.91 per 100 MVMT. This figure is higher than the 2014 figure 
(rate=0.79), and is the first increase in the past six years, so Maryland did not progress toward the 2020 goal. 

Total Crash Fatalities in Maryland (2010-2015) and Interim 2015 Goal 
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Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the annual number of traffic-related serious injuries on all roads in Maryland to 
2,939 or fewer by December 31, 2020. 

•		 In 2015, there were 2,605 serious injuries in Maryland. Based on historical data, Maryland has achieved 
their 2020 goal. It is unclear if this represents a ‘real’ reduction in the occurrence of serious injuries or if 
this reduction is an artifact in reporting. 

Serious injury rate objective: Reduce the annual rate of traffic-related serious injuries per 100 MVMT on all roads 
in Maryland to 5.22 or lower by December 31, 2020. 

•		 In 2015, Maryland had a serious injury rate of 4.55 per 100 MVMT. This figure is already lower than the 
2020 goal. 

Total Crash Serious Injuries in Maryland (2010-2015) and Interim 2015 Goal 
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IMPAIRED DRIVING 

Fatality Objectives: (Federal) Reduce the five-year average number of impaired (BAC 0.08+) driving-related fatalities 
on all roads in Maryland from 150 (2011-2015 average) to 126 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, FARS reported 159 impaired driving-related (BAC 0.08+) fatalities. From 2011-2015 FARS1 reported 
an average of 150 impaired driving-related (BAC 0.08+) fatalities in Maryland. This figure is slightly higher 
than the previous 5-year period but continues an overall downward trend. While progress has slowed, 
Maryland is still progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

(State) Reduce the five-year average number of impaired (alcohol/drug) driving-related fatalities on all roads 
in Maryland from 160 (2011-2015 average) to 133 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 162 impaired driving-related fatalities. From 2011-2015, there was an average of 160 
impaired driving-related fatalities in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 5-year average and 
continues a downward trend, so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of impaired (alcohol/drug) driving-related 
serious injuries on all roads in Maryland from 443 (2011-2015 average) to 217 or fewer by December 31, 2020 
(2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 344 impaired driving-related serious injuries. From 2011-2015 there was an average 
of 443 impaired driving-related serious injuries in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 5-year 
average so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal and is continuing to show a steady decline. 
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of unrestrained motor vehicle occupant fatalities on 
all roads in Maryland from 109 (2011-2015 average) to 89 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 73 unrestrained fatalities. From 2011-2015 there was an average of 109 unrestrained 
motor vehicle occupant fatalities in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 5-year average and has 
contributed to a continuing downward trend since 2004, so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of unrestrained motor vehicle occupant 
serious injuries on all roads in Maryland from 282 (2011-2015 average) to 166 or fewer by December 31, 2020 
(2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 287 unrestrained serious injuries. From 2011-2015 there was an average of 282 
unrestrained motor vehicle occupant serious injuries in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 
5-yar average and continues a steady decline that has been observed over the past decade, so 
Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 
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600 

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of aggressive driving-related fatalities on all roads in 
Maryland from 41 (2011-2015 average) to 30 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016–2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 30 aggressive driving-related fatalities. Between 2011 and 2015 there was an 
average of 41 aggressive driving-related fatalities in Maryland. This figure continues a decade long 
decline and Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of aggressive driving-related serious injuries on 
all roads in Maryland from 251 (2011-2015 average) to 162 or fewer by December 31, 2020. 

•		 In 2015, there were 136 aggressive driving-related serious injuries. From 2011 to 2015 there was an 
average of 251 serious injuries resulting from aggressive driving. This continues the downward trend 
observed in recent years and indicates Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 
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5000 

DISTRACTED DRIVING 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of distracted driving-related fatalities on all roads in 
Maryland from 185 (2011-2015 average) to 136 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 120 distracted driving-related fatalities. From 2011-2015, there were 185 distracted 
driving-related fatalities in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 5-year average, continuing a 
downward trend over the past decade, so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of distracted driving-related serious injuries on 
all roads in Maryland from 1,770 in 2011-2015 to 1,026 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 1,247 distracted driving-related serious injuries. From 2011-2015 there was an average 
of 1,770 distracted driving-related serious injuries in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous 5-year 
average and continues the downward trend observed in recent years, so Maryland is progressing 
toward the 2020 goal. 
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PEDESTRIANS 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of pedestrian fatalities on all roads in Maryland from 
102 (2011-2015 average) to fewer than 84 by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 100 pedestrian-involved fatalities. From 2011-2015 there was an average of 102 
pedestrian fatalities in Maryland. This figure is the same as the previous 5-year average and slightly lower 
than previous years. Although Maryland’s pedestrian fatalities have remained fairly static over the past 
decade, Maryland is slowly progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of pedestrian serious injuries on all roads in 
Maryland from 343 (2011-2015 average) to 287 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 335 pedestrian serious injuries. From 2011-2015 there was an average of 343 
pedestrian serious injuries in Maryland. This figure is slightly lower than the previous five-year average and 
indicates that Maryland has experienced a decline in serious pedestrian injuries over the past decade, 
so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 
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In addition to the goals set forth in the Maryland SHSP, the MHSO used the same methodology to create goals and interim performance 
statements for each of the following areas. 

MOTORCYCLES 

Fatality Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of motorcycle-involved fatalities on all roads in 
Maryland from 69 (2011-2015 average) to 55 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 71 motorcycle-involved fatalities. From 2011-2015 there was an average of 69 
motorcycle-involved fatalities in Maryland. This figure is slightly lower than the 2012 figure and the state has 
continued to show a gradual decrease since 2004, so Maryland is progressing toward the 2020 goal. 

Serious Injury Objective: Reduce the five-year average number of motorcycle-involved serious injuries on all 
roads in Maryland from 280 (2011-2015 average) to 192 or fewer by December 31, 2020 (2016-2020 average). 

•		 In 2015, there were 468 motorcycle-involved serious injuries. From 2011-2015 there was an average 
of 280 motorcycle-involved serious injuries in Maryland. This figure is lower than the previous five-year 
average and continues an overall decline over the past several years, so Maryland is progressing 
toward the 2020 goal. 
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