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Field Note-Taking Guide

 Section | provides space to record basic information describing the subject, vehicle, location, and
date and time the incident occurred.

 Section |l provides space to record brief descriptions of the vehicle in motion (Detection Phase
One), including initial observation of the vehicle in operation and observation of the stopping
sequence.
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Field Note-Taking Guide

IIl. PERSONAL CONTACT

OBSERVATION OF DRIVER

STATEMENTS

PRE-EXIT SOBRIETY TESTS

OBSERVATION OF THE EXIT

ODORS

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
SPEECH

ATTITUDE
CLOTHING
PHYSICAL DEFECTS/DRUGS OR MEDICATIONSUSED

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

 Section Il provides space to record brief descriptions of the personal contact with the subject
(Detection Phase Two) including observations of the driver.

General Observations provides space to record the subject's manner of speech, attitude, clothing, etc.
Any physical evidence collected should also be noted in this section.
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Session 4 - Overview of Detection, Note Taking, and Testimony

€qual Pupils
Equal Tracking

Vertical Nystagmus

IV. PRE-ARREST SCREENING

Other (i.e., Resting Nystagmus).

Field Note-Taking Guide

HORIZONTAL GAZE NYSTAGMUS LT

RIGHT

cYes No  © LACKOF SMOOTHPURSUIT

SYes SNo O DISTINCT AND SUSTAINED NYSTAGMUS AT MAXIMUM

SYes =No  © ONSET OF NYSTAGMUS PRIOR TO 45 DEGREES

WALKAND TURN
INSTRUCTION STAGE
cannoT keep BaLance [
STARTS TOOSOON

WALKING STAGE
FIRST NINE STEPS

,

SECOND NINE STEPS

STOPS WALKING

MISSES HEEL-TO-TOE

STEPS OFF LINE

USES ARMS FOR BALANCE

ACTUAL STEPS TAKEN

IMPROPER

CANNOT DO TEST (EXPLAIN)

OTHER:

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing.
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Field Note-Taking Guide

ONE LEG STAND AN
LR R L

Sways while balancing ) = = R
Uses arms to balance v [}

Hopping

Puts foot down Type of Footwear

OTHER:

OTHER FIELD SOBRIETY TESTS
NAME OF TEST

DESCRIBE PERFORMANCE

NAME OF TEST

DESCRIBE PERFORMANCE

NAME OF TEST

DESCRIBE PERFORMANCE

‘ PBT (1) (optional) Time: Results ”PBT (2) (optional) Time: Results:

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing

 Section IV provides space to record the results of all field sobriety tests administered and the
results of the preliminary breath test (PBT) if such a test was given.

 Section V provides space to record the officer's general observations, such as the subject's manner

of speech, attitude, clothing, etc. Any physical evidence collected should also be noted in this

Since this is a note-taking guide and space is limited, you will have to develop your own "shorthand"
system. Your notes should be detailed and descriptive of the facts, circumstances, or events being

described. These notes may be used to refresh your memory and to write the narrative report

documenting your observations to testify in court.

NOTE: Field notes may be subpoenaed as evidence in court. It is important any "shorthand" system
you use be describable, usable, complete, and consistent.
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Preparing Testimony

At time of incident:

* Recognize evidence
+ Compile notes

* Prepare report

DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing.

C. Courtroom Testimony

Testimonial evidence in DWI cases establishes the defendant was, in fact, the driver and was under the
influence. Your testimony should be clear, detailed, and concise. Preparation for trial is done both at
the scene and prior to trial.

To be effective, testimonial evidence must be clear and convincing. The first requirement for effective
testimony is preparation. Testimony preparation begins at the time of the DWI incident. From the very
beginning of the DWI contact, it is your responsibility to:

» Recognize significant evidence

» Compile complete, accurate field notes

» Prepare a complete, accurate, detailed report
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