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Transportation 
Director Jim 

Lynch,  who also 
serves as the 

Governor’s 
Representative for 
Highway  Safety, 

addresses the 
stakeholders who 

gathered to 
discuss and 

evaluate progress 
on  Montana’s 
Comprehensive 
Highway Safety 

Plan. 

The 2009 annual 
meeting was held 

May 1213 in 
Helena, MT. 
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MDT is still committed to increasing our seatbelt usage rate through education that targets 18 to 
34 year olds.  In FFY 2009, MDT developed  and  implemented an occupant protection  related 
campaign known as Respect the Cage.  This is an exhibit that travels around the state to educate 
the public on why seat belt usage is important. This exhibit displays an actual vehicle that was 
involved in a rollover crash.  The exhibit has a rollover simulator and a contest on who buckles 
up the fastest.  It is a very inviting exhibit that provides MDT with an educational oneonone 
opportunity to motivate young drivers to wear seatbelts. 

Thank you for the federal grant monies that have made this year’s work possible.  We appreciate 
your continued interest in supporting our highway safety program. 

Jim  Lynch,  Director—Montana Department of Transportation 
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I N L O V I N G M E M O R Y O F 

Jack Williams 
1949 — 2009 

Data analyst for Montana’s Highway Safety Office 
for 27 years 

Jack Steven Williams passed away on April 28, 2009, at Bene

fis Hospital in Great Falls. 

Born in Bozeman on Sept. 2, 1949, he was the middle child of 

Ruth Pravda and Carl Williams. He grew up on a ranch in Willow 

Creek and graduated from Willow Creek High School in 1967. 

In 1976 Jack graduated with a master's degree in statistics 

from Montana State UniversityBozeman. He then worked as a 

Jack’s outstanding contribution to highway safety in
 
Montana was recognized with the
 

Governor’s Award for Excellence in Performance. 

statistician in Minnesota and Montana for the Crop 

and Livestock Reporting Service for five years. For the 

past 27 years, Jack worked for the state Highway Traf

fic Safety Program in Helena. 

Jack was instrumental in increasing Montana’s seat

belt use through the use of incentives, around the 

time that the secondary enforcement law was passed. 

(1987) Jack was an extremely knowledgeable mem

ber of the Highway Traffic Safety staff. He always in

teracted with people in a humble and kind manner. 

The staff knew they could count on Jack’s even

tempered approach and sense of humor to help put 

things in perspective. He is greatly missed. 

Jack loved Montana and was very fond of the out

doors. Many remember him as an avid runner during 

his early years. A lifelong baseball fan, he started his 

own baseball card store and owned it for five years. 

His love of sports carried over to his children, and he 

coached their baseball, softball and soccer teams for 

several years. He also enjoyed camping, hiking, travel

ing and sharing the outdoors with his family. Later in 

life he became interested in photography and enjoyed 

photographing the Montana landscape as well as his 

family. His passions were contagious to those around 

him. 

Jack also spent six years serving on the Jefferson 

High School board. 

Jack is survived by his wife of 33 years, Peggy Wil

liams; daughter, Allie McFarlane and her husband, 

Jeremy; two sons, Greg and Steve; two grandchildren, 

Kennedy and Jackson; and two brothers, Larry and 

Dave. He was a devoted family member and will be 

sorely missed. 
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In 2008, the State of Montana 

had 46 fewer fatalities statewide 

in comparison to 2007 that cov

ered the January 1st through De

cember 31st timeframe. 

We believe this reduction in traffic 

fatalities is due in large part to 

the continued implementation of 

Montana’s Comprehensive High

way Safety Plan. 

We also recognize that seatbelt 

and DUI related projects funded 

by NHTSA contributed to this re

duction. This includes funding 

additional law enforcement over

time, MHP Roving Patrols and 

implementation of DUI courts. 

In 2009, our seatbelt use rate as 

a secondary enforcement state 

has leveled off at 79.2%. Seat

belt usage is an important ele

ment in our traffic safety program 

to reduce the number of people 

killed on our roadways. As a sec

ondary state, we consider this 

high usage as an accomplish

ment. 

Many of our law enforcement 

agencies are committed to en

forcing seatbelt usage including 

the MHP Roving Patrol officers. 

These officers focus their atten

tion on Montana’s high risk road

ways identified as having a history 

of alcohol related crashes and 

high rates of nonseatbelt usage. 

Montana’s Governor’s Representative 

for Highway Safety continues to fill an 

important leadership role in advocat

ing traffic safety throughout the state 

as a guest speaker at schools, DUI 

Task Force meetings, AARP meetings, 

etc. He approves traffic safety related 

projects funded by NHTSA to improve 

our overall fatality rate. 

Some of these projects are also in

cluded as countermeasures in sup

port of various emphasis areas identi

fied in our CHSP. 

These emphasis areas include Safety 

Belt Use, Alcohol & Drug Impaired 

Crashes, Native American Crashes, 

Traffic Records Management, Reduc

tion of Young Driver Crashes, etc. 

For more information about our Com

prehensive Highway Safety Plan, 

please visit 

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/chsp. 

When analyzing the state’s fatal and 

serious injury crash data for the past 

calendar year, we see our major traf

fic safety challenge is still impaired 

driving followed by nonseatbelt us

age. 

We believe continuing our part

nerships with other traffic safety 

stakeholders such as our 34 local 

DUI Task forces, the Montana 

Sheriff’s & Peace Officers Asso

ciation, local police and tribal law 

enforcement agencies, the De

partment of Public Health & Hu

man Services, the Montana De

partment of Revenue, and the 

Montana Department of Justice, 

particularly the Montana Highway 

Patrol, will help us continue mak

ing significant strides in reducing 

traffic related fatalities. 

One of our newest strategies is 

the addition of DUI Courts. We 

consider DUI Courts as one of our 

major programs that over time 

will help make a significant differ

ence in reducing the number of 

fatalities on Montana’s roadways. 

We appreciate the fact that these 

courts provide treatment and 

monitoring to help those drivers 

arrested for impaired driving re

main sober before getting behind 

the wheel again. 

We will continue working with our 

NHTSA Regional Office to deter

mine other strategies that will 

help us further reduce our DUI 

fatality rates. This includes what 

we will learn from the upcoming 

FFY 2010 Impaired Driving Spe

cial Management Review con

ducted by NHTSA. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Montana had 46 fewer 
fatalities in 2008 
compared to 2007 

P a g e 4 
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H e a d l i n e  
C R A S H   D A T A   A N D   T R E N D S  

 The  following  section  provides  ten  years  of  raw  data,  when  available,  for  each  of  Montana’s  performance  measures.  

 Each  of  these  measures  are  for a  specific  traffic   safety  area  the  State  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Bureau, as   well as  its  

 partners, is   trying  to impact.  

  General Traffic Safety   1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008 

                    

 Fatalities  220  237  230  269  262  229  251  263  277  229 

                    

  Incapacitating Injuries  1,739  1,790  1,433  1,738  1,634  1,557  1,541  1,607  1,427  1,336 

                    

     Fatality Rate, per 100M VMT  2.25  2.40  2.30  2.57  2.40  2.05  2.26  2.33  2.45  2.12 

      Urban Fatality Rate, per 100M VMT            0.85  1.21  0.53  0.52   

      Rural Fatality Rate, per 100M VMT            2.40  2.57  2.89  3.05   

                    

  Pedestrian Fatalities  7  11  9  14  10  7  13  12  15  11 

                    

   Safety Belt Use  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008 

                    

       Seat Belt Use, Outboard, Front Seat Occupants  74.0%  75.6%  76.3%  78.4%  79.5%  80.9%  80.0%  79.0%  79.6%  79.3% 

                    

   Seat Belt Use, Drivers   72.1%  75.1%  76.1%  78.2%  79.3%  80.7%  79.7%  78.6%  79.1%  79.1% 

                    

    Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities, Total  148  126  141  166  161  135  148  149  158  124 

                    

      Unrestrained Occupant Fatalities, % of All Vehi-
 75.9%  62.7%  69.1%  72.8%  69.1%  70.7%  72.9%  68.0%  72.8%  71.3% 

   cle Occupant Fatalities 

                    

    Alcohol & Impaired Driving  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008 

                    

   Fatalities Involving BAC 0.08+   87  92  96  106  102  97  105  103  106  91 

                     

      Alcohol-Impaired Fatality Rate, per 100M VMT  0.89  0.93  0.96  1.01  0.94  0.87  0.94  0.91  0.94  0.84 

                    

    Fatalities Involving BAC 0.01+, Total   109  117  104  126  128  106  124  126  124  105 

                    

        Fatalities Involving BAC 0.01+, % of All Fatalities  49.5%  49.4%  45.2%  46.8%  48.9%  46.3%  49.4%  47.9%  44.8%  45.9% 

                    

  Native American  1999  2000  2001  2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007  2008 

                    

    Native American Fatalities, Total  43  35  37  51  42  46  34  46  43  27 

                    

       Native American Fatalities, % of All Fatalities  19.5%  14.8%  16.1%  19.0%  16.0%  20.1%  13.5%  17.5%  15.5%  11.8% 

                    

                    

                    



             
                    

              
                    

               
                    

                
                    

                 
                    

                  
                    

                
                    

              
                    

               
                    

                
                    

               
                    

           
                    

             

 
                   

              
                    

            
                    

               
                    

           
                    

              
                    

             
                    

             
                    

                
                    

                 
                    

                  
                    

                 
                    

                   
                    

            

                    

            
                    

       

 
          

                    

             
                    

                   

                    

                  

                    

                  

Single Vehicle Run-Off-the-Road 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Vehicle Run-Off-the-Road Crashes 6,403 6,882 6,265 7,211 7,216 6,395 6,808 6,727 6,406 6,740 

Single Vehicle Run-Off-the-Road Fatal Crashes 129 107 122 139 144 131 139 138 154 117 

Young Driver (Age 20 and Below) 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Young Driver Crash Rate, per 1,000 Licenses 112 126 121 129 121 114 117 119 119 115 

Young Driver Fatal Crash Rate, per 1,000 Licenses 0.87 0.78 0.62 0.74 0.91 0.63 0.61 0.62 0.58 0.62 

Young Drivers Involved in Fatal Crashes 55 49 40 47 57 39 37 37 32 33 

High Crash Enforcement Corridors 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Fatalities in High Crash Corridors 8 14 21 20 21 14 14 23 12 21 

Incapacitating Injuries in High Crash Corridors 126 110 126 183 155 122 132 133 95 91 

Crashes in High Crash Corridors 896 996 971 1,063 1,122 1,034 1,005 1,061 997 872 

Trucks 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Crashes Involving Trucks 1,262 1,346 1,159 1,228 1,288 1,163 1,241 1,227 1,223 1,212 

Fatal Crashes Involving Trucks 16 24 25 20 21 15 22 24 31 24 

Urban Areas 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Fatal Crashes in Urban Areas 19 18 14 23 25 25 30 17 19 33 

Motorcycles 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Fatal Crashes Involving Motorcyclists 15 13 11 24 12 20 28 25 33 38 

Motorcyclist Fatalities, Total 15 13 12 24 12 20 28 26 36 36 

Motorcyclist Fatalities, Unhelmeted 9 7 8 15 9 12 15 14 19 21 

Older Drivers (Age 65 and Above) 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Older Driver Crash Rate, per 1,000 Licenses 27 30 28 30 29 28 28 26 25 24 

Older Driver Fatal Crash Rate, per 1,000 Licenses 0.31 0.41 0.32 0.37 0.36 0.32 0.38 0.34 0.31 0.27 

Older Driver Crashes, % of All Crashes 16.9% 17.8% 18.1% 18.7% 18.9% 20.0% 19.8% 13.0% 13.5% 13.3% 

Older Driver Fatal Crashes, % of All Fatal Crashes 20.6% 26.6% 22.4% 23.7% 23.0% 23.9% 26.3% 17.3% 14.9% 15.9% 

Speed Control 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Speeding-Related Fatalities 86 96 99 102 113 101 96 112 96 72 

Speeding-Related Fatal Crashes, % of All Fatal 
40.7% 41.4% 43.3% 37.9% 43.1% 42.1% 36.6% 41.6% 35.3% 33.7% 

Crashes 

Grant-Funded Enforcement Activities 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

3,299 4,843 5,892 5,514 3,257 Seat Belt Citations Issued 

466 830 951 791 1,194 Impaired Driving Arrests 

10,738 19,561 18,389 16,148 10,891 Speeding Citations Issued 
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P E R F O R M A N C E   G O A L S   A N D   T R E N D S  

The following section provides the specific goals for each performance measure. The charts provide a visual of the his

torical data for the goal and the associated trend. It is important to note that some goals measure annual numbers 

while others measure a three or fiveyear average.  
 

For a more detailed analysis, please see the Traffic Safety Problem Identification at the following web location: 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml. 

 

G e n e r a l   T r a f f i c   S a f e t y  
  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss  

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatalities from 257 in 2008 to 220 by 2012. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  IIIInnnnccccaaaappppaaaacccciiiittttaaaattttiiiinnnngggg  IIIInnnnjjjjuuuurrrriiiieeeessss  

Reduce the total annual number of incapacitating injuries from 1,336 in 2008 to 1,200 by 2013. 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml


1 

1.5 

2 

2.5 

3 

3.5 

F
a

ta
li

ti
e

s
p

e
r

1
0

0
M

il
li

o
n

V
e

h
ic

le
M

il
e

s
T

ra
v

e
ll

e
d

 

0.5 

Fatality Rate, Annual Rate Urban Fatality Rate, Annual Rate Rural Fatality Rate, Annual Rate 

Fatality Rate Trend Urban Fatality Rate Trend Rural Fatality Rate Trend 

0 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

P a g e   8  

G e n e r a l   T r a f f i c   S a f e t y  

GGGGooooaaaal:  Rl:  Rl:  Rl:  Reeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthehehehe FFFFaaaattttaaaalilililittttyyyy RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the annual fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles travelled from 2.45 in 2007 to 2.00 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee UUUUrrrrbbbbaaaannnn FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttyyyy RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the annual urban fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles travelled from 0.52 in 2007 to 0.45 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee RRRRuuuurrrraaaallll FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttyyyy RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the annual rural fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles travelled from 3.05 in 2007 to 2.40 by 2013. 
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S e a t   B e l t   U s e  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  IIIInnnnccccrrrreeeeaaaasssseeee  SSSSeeeeaaaatttt  BBBBeeeelllltttt  UUUUsssseeee   ooooffff  OOOOuuuuttttbbbbooooaaaarrrrdddd,,,,  FFFFrrrroooonnnntttt  SSSSeeeeaaaatttt  VVVVeeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee  OOOOccccccccuuuuppppaaaannnnttttssss 

Increase the annual statewide seat belt use for outboard, front seat vehicle occupants from 79.2% in 2009 to 87% by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  IIIInnnnccccrrrreeeeaaaasssseeee  SSSSeeeeaaaatttt  BBBBeeeelllltttt  UUUUsssseeee   bbbbyyyy  DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrrssss  

Increase the annual statewide seat belt use for vehicle drivers from 79.1% in 2009 to 87% by 2013. 
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S e a t   B e l t   U s e  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  UUUUnnnnrrrreeeessssttttrrrraaaaiiiinnnneeeedddd  VVVVeeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee  OOOOccccccccuuuuppppaaaannnntttt  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,,  TTTToooottttaaaallll 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of unrestrained vehicle occupant fatalities from 143 in 2008 to 135 by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  UUUUnnnnrrrreeeessssttttrrrraaaaiiiinnnneeeedddd  VVVVeeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee  OOOOccccccccuuuuppppaaaannnntttt  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,,  PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt  

Reduce the fiveyear average unrestrained vehicle occupant fatalities as a percent of all vehicle occupant fatalities from 71.1% 

in 2008 to 67.5% by 2013. 
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P a g e   1 1  

A l c o h o l   &   I m p a i r e d   D r i v i n g   F a t a l i t i e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollllIIIImmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss 

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatalities in crashes involving an alcoholimpaired driver or motorcycle operator (BAC 

0.08+) from 105 in 2007 to 99 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollllIIIImmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttyyyy RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the threeyear average alcoholimpaired (driver of motorcycle operator with BAC 0.08+) fatality rate per 100 million 

vehicle miles travelled from 0.93 in 2007 to 0.88 by 2013. 
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P a g e   1 2  

A l c o h o l   &   I m p a i r e d   D r i v i n g   F a t a l i t i e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollllRRRReeeellllaaaatttteeeedddd FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,,  TTTToooottttaaaallll 

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatalities in crashes involving a driver or motorcycle operator with BAC 0.01+ from 

125 in 2007 to 110 by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollllRRRReeeellllaaaatttteeeedddd FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,,  PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt  

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatalities in crashes involving a driver or motorcycle operator with BAC 0.01+ as a 

percent of all fatalities from 47.4% in 2007 to 42% by 2013. 
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P a g e   1 3  

N a t i v e   A m e r i c a n   C r a s h   F a t a l i t i e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee NNNNaaaattttiiiivvvveeee AAAAmmmmeeeerrrriiiiccccaaaannnn FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,, TTTToooottttaaaallll 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of Native American fatalities from 40 in 2008 to 30 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee NNNNaaaattttiiiivvvveeee AAAAmmmmeeeerrrriiiiccccaaaannnn FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss,,,, PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of Native American fatalities as a percent of all fatalities from 15.7% in 2008 to 13% by 

2013. 
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P a g e   1 4  

S i n g l e   V e h i c l e   R u n  O f f  T h e  R o a d   C r a s h e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee SSSSiiiinnnngggglllleeee VVVVeeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee RRRRuuuunnnnOOOOffffffffTTTThhhheeeeRRRRooooaaaadddd CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss           

Reduce the total annual number of single vehicle runofftheroad crashes from 6,740 in 2008 to 6,000 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee SSSSiiiinnnngggglllleeee VVVVeeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee RRRRuuuunnnnOOOOffffffffTTTThhhheeee        RRRRooooaaaadddd FFFFaaaattttaaaallll CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss     

 

           

Reduce the threeyear average number of single vehicle runofftheroad fatal crashes from 137 in 2008 to 120 by 2013. 
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Y o u n g   D r i v e r   C r a s h e s  
( A g e   2 0   a n d   b e l o w )  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee YYYYoooouuuunnnngggg DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the threeyear average crash rate per 1,000 licenses of drivers age 20 and below from 118 in 2008 to 115 by 2013. 

 
 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee YYYYoooouuuunnnngggg DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr FFFFaaaattttaaaallll CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the threeyear average fatal crash rate per 1,000 licenses of drivers age 20 and below from 0.61 in 2008 to 0.57 by 

2013. 
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P a g e   1 6  

Y o u n g   D r i v e r   C r a s h e s    
( A g e   2 0   a n d   b e l o w )  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee YYYYoooouuuunnnngggg DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr FFFFaaaattttaaaallll CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss 

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatal crashes involving drivers age 20 and below from 34 in 2008 to 28 by 2013. 
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H i g h   C r a s h   E n f o r c e m e n t   C o r r i d o r s 

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss   iiiinnnn  HHHHiiiigggghhhh  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh  EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt  CCCCoooorrrrrrrriiiiddddoooorrrrssss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of fatalities occurring in high crash enforcement corridors from 17 in 2008 to 15 by 

2013. 

 
 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  IIIInnnnccccaaaappppaaaacccciiiittttaaaattttiiiinnnngggg  IIIInnnnjjjjuuuurrrriiiieeeessss   iiiinnnn  HHHHiiiigggghhhh CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh  EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt  CCCCoooorrrrrrrriiiiddddoooorrrrssss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of incapacitating injuries occurring in high crash enforcement corridors from 115 in 

2008 to 100 by 2013. 
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H i g h   C r a s h   E n f o r c e m e n t   C o r r i d o r s  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss   iiiinnnn  HHHHiiiigggghhhh  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh  EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt  CCCCoooorrrrrrrriiiiddddoooorrrrssss 

Reduce the threeyear average number of crashes in high crash enforcement corridors from 977 in 2008 to 925 by 2013. 
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T r u c k   C r a s h e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  TTTTrrrruuuucccckkkk  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss 

Reduce the total annual number of crashes involving trucks from 1,212 in 2008 to 1,150 by 2013. 

 

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee FFFFaaaattttaaaallll TTTTrrrruuuucccckkkk CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of fatal crashes involving trucks from 24 in 2008 to 20 by 2013. 
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U r b a n   A r e a   C r a s h e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  FFFFaaaattttaaaallll  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss   iiiinnnn  UUUUrrrrbbbbaaaannnn  AAAArrrreeeeaaaassss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of fatal crashes in urban areas from 25 in 2008 to 23 by 2013. 
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M o t o r c y c l e   C r a s h e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee FFFFaaaattttaaaallll CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss iiiinnnnvvvvoooollllvvvviiiinnnngggg MMMMoooottttoooorrrrccccyyyycccclllleeeessss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of fatal crashes involving motorcycles from 29 in 2008 to 24 by 2013. 
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M o t o r c y c l e   C r a s h e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee MMMMoooottttoooorrrrccccyyyycccclllliiiisssstttt FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of motorcyclist fatalities from 30 in 2008 to 25 by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss ffffoooorrrr MMMMoooottttoooorrrrccccyyyycccclllliiiissssttttssss NNNNooootttt WWWWeeeeaaaarrrriiiinnnngggg HHHHeeeellllmmmmeeeettttssss  

Reduce the fiveyear average number of fatalities for motorcyclists not wearing helmets from 17 in 2008 to 14 by 2013. 
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O l d e r   D r i v e r   C r a s h e s  

(((( A g e   6 5   a n d   a b o v e )  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  tttthhhheeee  OOOOllllddddeeeerrrr  DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh  RRRRaaaatttteeee 

Reduce the threeyear average crash rate per 1,000 licenses of drivers age 65 and above from 25 in 2008 to 22 by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee tttthhhheeee OOOOllllddddeeeerrrr DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr FFFFaaaattttaaaallll CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh RRRRaaaatttteeee  

Reduce the threeyear average fatal crash rate per 1,000 licenses of drivers age 65 and above from 0.36 in 2008 to 0.32 by 

2013. 
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O l d e r   D r i v e r   C r a s h e s  
( A g e   6 5   a n d   a b o v e )  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee OOOOllllddddeeeerrrr DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss,,,, PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt 

Reduce the threeyear average number of crashes involving drivers age 65 and above as a percent of all crashes from 13.3% 

in 2008 to 13.0% by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  OOOOllllddddeeeerrrr  DDDDrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr  FFFFaaaattttaaaallll  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss,,,,  PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt  

Reduce the threeyear average number of fatal crashes involving drivers age 65 and above as a percent of all fatal crashes 

from 16.0% in 2008 to 15.0% by 2013. 
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S p e e d   C o n t r o l  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  SSSSppppeeeeeeeeddddiiiinnnnggggRRRReeeellllaaaatttteeeedddd  FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss 

Reduce the threeyear average number of speedingrelated fatalities from 94 in 2008 to 85 by 2013. 

  

GGGGooooaaaallll::::  RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee  SSSSppppeeeeeeeeddddiiiinnnnggggRRRReeeellllaaaatttteeeedddd  FFFFaaaattttaaaallll  CCCCrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss,,,,  PPPPeeeerrrrcccceeeennnntttt 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of speedingrelated fatal crashes as a percent of all fatal crashes from 37.9% in 2008 to 

35.0% by 2013. 
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P e d e s t r i a n   F a t a l i t i e s  

GGGGooooaaaallll:::: RRRReeeedddduuuucccceeee PPPPeeeeddddeeeessssttttrrrriiiiaaaannnn FFFFaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss 

Reduce the fiveyear average number of pedestrian fatalities from 13 in 2008 to 11 by 2013. 
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G r a n t  F u n d e d E n f o r c e m e n t A c t i v i t i e s
 

The following three measures are simply a report on Montana’s grantfunded enforcement activities and include a chart of the 

historical data for each measure. 

MMMMeeeeaaaassssuuuurrrreeee::::     SSSSeeeeaaaatttt     BBBBeeeelllltttt     CCCCiiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss     

3,257  seat  belt  citations  were  issued  during  grantfunded  enforcement  activities  during  FFY2008.  

    

MMMMeeeeaaaassssuuuurrrreeee::::     IIIImmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd     DDDDrrrriiiivvvviiiinnnngggg     AAAArrrrrrrreeeessssttttssss     

1,194  impaired  driving  arrests  were  made  during  grantfunded  enforcement  activities  during  FFY2008.  

    

MMMMeeeeaaaassssuuuurrrreeee::::     SSSSppppeeeeeeeeddddiiiinnnngggg     CCCCiiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss     

10,891  speeding  citations  were  issued  during  grantfunded  enforcement  activities  during  FFY2008.  
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Danielle Murphy, the new statistician for Montana’s Highway Safety Office, leads a discussion
 
at a breakout session. The Traffic Records Emphasis Area Team works together to design and
 

implement strategies to improve data connectivity and accessibility within the state.
 

Data is a critical element used to identify and prioritize the state’s traffic safety problems.
 

Annual Safety Planning Meeting
 
May 1213, 2009
 
Helena, MT
 



 

         
     

       

         

         

       

trols,  the  Labor  Day  mobili

zation,  DUIrelated  equip

ment  for  law  enforcement,  

the  Drug  Evaluation  and  

Classification  (DEC)  pro

gram,  equipment  for  the  

Montana  Crime  Lab,  and  

training  for  law  enforce

ment:   DRE  training,  SFST  

refresher  training,  and  

ARIDE  training.  

 

We  are  pleased  to  highlight  

the  following  programs  to  

prevent  or  reduce  impaired  

driving:  

On average, each year in 
Montana, impaired driving 
is a factor in: 
• 10% of all crashes 

• 20% of all injuries 

• 50% of deaths 

P a g e   2 9  

H e a d l i n e  
I M P A I R E D   D R I V I N G  

GGGGooooaaaallllssss     aaaandndndnd     TTTTrrrreeeendndndndssss      fic  Safety  Resource  Prose ber  of  fatalities  (93  peo past,  when  the  average  
cutor,  expand  DUI  courts,   ple),  which  is  the  lowest  BAC  hovered  around  0.18,  The  goals  of  Montana’s  
provide  DUI  related  equip number  since  2001.   Alco it  is  still  twice  the  legal  Impaired  Driving  Program,  
ment  and  training  for  law   hol  and/or  drugs  continue  limit.  along  with  trend  data,  can  
enforcement,  provide  tech to  account  for  approxi  

be  found  in  the  Crash  Data  
nical  support  to  and  ex mately  1  in  10  crashes,  1  A  total  of  9437  DUI  of&  Trends  Section  of  this  
pand  the  number  of  county  in  5  injuries,  and  almost   fenses  by  persons  over  age  Report.  
DUI  Task  Forces,  and  initi half  of  all  fatalities  in  Mon 21  were  filed  with  the  Of 
ate  alcohol  screening,  brief   tana  each  year.  fice  of  Court  Administrator  SSSSttttrrrraaaatttteeeeggggiiiieeeessss     
intervention,  and  referral  to    in  2008.   

Many  varied  strategies   treatment  (SBIRT)  proto The  average  blood  alcohol   
were  employed  to  reduce  cols.   Other  strategies  are  concentration  (BAC)  of  IIIImmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd     DDDDrrrriiiivvvviiiingngngng     PPPPrrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmmssss         
the  injuries  and  deaths   noted  below.   those  arrested  for  DUI  in  

Many  of  Montana’s  NHTSA  that  result  from  crashes     Montana  was  0000....111155554444,  
resources  were  used  to  involving  impaired  drivers.    RRRReeeessssuuuullllttttssss      based  on  data  collected  
support  the  enforcement,  One  of  the  principle  strate over  an  18month  time  

Crashes  involving  drugs   prosecution  and  conviction  gies  involves  high  visibility  period  (October  2007  –  
and/or  alcohol  in  Montana   of  impaired  drivers.  enforcement  combined   March  2009)  on  the  100
increased  to  2,313  in   

with  public  education  via   plus  Intoxilyzer®  8000  
2008  from  2,273  in  2007  Details  are  provided  in  the  media  messaging.   Addi units  located  around  the  
and  2,243  in  2006.   How Police  Traffic  Services  sectionally,  Montana  worked   state.   Although  this  aver
ever,  in  2008  there  was  a  tion  regarding  the  Selective  to  establish  and  hire  a  Traf age  is  lower  than  in  years  
decline  in  the  actual  num Traffic  Enforcement  Pro

gram  (STEP),  Roving  Pa
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T r a f f i c S a f e t y R e s o u r c e P r o s e c u t o r
 
In late June 2009, Montana became the 45th 

state to implement a Traffic Safety Resource 

Prosecutor program. 

Erin Inman, Attorney at Law, is under contract to 

MDT to provide resources, training, technical 

assistance, and a network of contacts for Mon

tana’s prosecutors, law enforcement, and 

judges. 

Although the primary focus of the TSRP is to 

promote the value of and consistency in the 

enforcement, prosecution, and conviction of 

impaired drivers, the TSRP also provides consul

tation to those within the criminal justice system 

regarding other traffic issues such as speeding 

and occupant protection. 

As of September 30th, Erin has made contact 

with several key partners and community coali

tions, made 6 presentations to 297 attendees, 

introduced the TSRP program at the annual 

Montana County Attorney’s Association confer

ence, spent a week shadowing the Idaho TSRP, 

and attended a training course on crash recon

struction and vehicular homicide. 

Work has begun on updating the Prosecutor’s 

DUI Manual and developing a resource website 

for the TSRP program. 
Erin Inman is 

Montana’s first 
TSRP 

A l c o h o l S c r e e n i n g , B r i e f I n t e r v e n t i o n , a n d 
R e f e r r a l t o T r e a t m e n t ( S B I R T ) 
The State Trauma Registry shows 

3,221 motor vehicle crashes between 

2003 and 2006 in which persons age 

15 and older were severely injured. Of 

those, 54% had a blood alcohol level 

determined in the emergency depart

ment (ED), and of those, 61% were 

positive for a blood alcohol level with 

the average at .098mg/dl, over the 

state’s legal limit of 0.08 blood alcohol 

concentration (BAC). 

According to the Emergency Nurses 

Association, patients who are problem 

drinkers are considerably more likely to 

have repeat injuries and repeat ED 

visits, compared to patients without an 

alcohol use problem. An injury requir

ing hospitalization often creates a win

dow of opportunity for nurses and other 

caregivers to intervene in an effort to 

motivate patients to alter their drinking 

behavior. 

Findings from over 40 clinical trials 

have demonstrated that the implemen

tation of alcohol screening, brief inter

vention, and referral to treatment 

(SBIRT) protocols is effective for de

creasing alcohol consumption, injuries, 

and visits to the emergency depart

ment or hospital. 

MDT funded the Montana Department 

of Public Health & Human Services to 

implement a project to increase the 

awareness, acceptance, and imple

mentation of SBIRT protocols in Mon

tana’s medical culture, beginning with 

trauma admissions in the state’s four 

level II trauma centers: 

• St. Vincent Hospital – Billings 

• Billings Clinic 

• Benefis Healthcare – Great Falls 

• St. Patrick Hospital – Missoula. 

The project revealed several challenges 

that will continue to be explored and 

resolved in FFY 2010, along with an 

expansion of scope to include univer

sity health clinics, community health 

clinics, and level III hospitals. 

SBIRT is effective at 
reducing 

atrisk drinking 



         

         

           

 

         

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

      

 

       

           

       

       

       

 

                 

                   

           

 

                   

               

                     

           

 

             

      

   
   

         

         

             

           

         

         

           

           

           

         
 

           

       

           

           

          

 

     

   

 

   

   

 

 1.  AnacondaDeer  Lodge  13.  Hill  County  25.  Pondera  County 

 County  14.  Jefferson  County    26.  Powell  County 

 2.  Beaverhead  County  15.  Judith  Basin  County  27.  Ravalli  County 

 3.  Big  Horn  County  16.  Lake  County  28.  Richland/McCone  Counties 

 4.  Blaine  County  17.  Lewis  &  Clark  County    29.  Sanders  County 

 5.  Broadwater  County  18.  Lincoln  County     30.  Sheridan  County 

 6.  ButteSilver Bow   County  19.  Madison  County  31.  Stillwater  County 

 7.  Carbon  County  20.  Mineral  County    32.  Sweet  Grass  County 

 8.  Cascade  County    21.  Missoula  County  33.  TriCounty  (Custer,  Powder 

 9.  Dawson  County   22.  Park   County  River  and  Rosebud  Counties) 

10.   Fergus  County   23.   Petroleum  County 34.   Yellowstone  County  

11.   Flathead  County 24.   Phillips County  
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The first annual Mariah’s Challenge M a r i a h ’ s C h a l l e n g e 
leadership conference was held in 

L e a d e r s h i p C o n f e r e n c e Butte on March 2931, 2009.
 

The keynote speaker, Susie Vanderlip,
 

used a presentation of dance and 

drama to engage youth and adults 

alike in the problem of substance 

abuse (one’s own or another’s), and 

offered solutions for finding the way 

out of isolation and secrecy common 

to families of alcoholics, and gaining 

hope and new selfconfidence for a 

better future. 

CADCA trainer Rhonda Molina con

nected and challenged adults in an 

interactive training on effective com

munity coalition planning. 

D U I T a s k F o r c e 

MDT continued to contract with Mis

soula County DUI Task Force Coordina

tor, Lonie Hutchison, to serve as a 

technical resource for the state’s DUI 

task forces in creating and implement

ing their annual plans, promote consis

tency and unity among existing DUI 

task forces, and increase the total 

number of counties with DUI task 

forces in the state. 

Going into state fiscal year 2009, Di

rector Jim Lynch, Governor’s Represen

tative for Highway Safety, approved 25 

DUI Task Force plans representing 29 

counties. Entering SFY 2010, Director 

Lynch ap

proved 34 DUI 

Task Force 

plans repre

senting the 

following 37 

counties: 

Mariah’s Challenge was established to honor the memory of 

Mariah Daye McCarthy, killed October 28, 2007 by an underage 

driver who had been drinking. 

At Mariah’s funeral service, her father, Leo McCarthy, issued a 

challenge to the Butte community, especially businesses and 

the justice system, and to Butte's young people to change the 

culture of alcohol abuse and tolerance. 

In memory of Mariah 
Planning and registration for the second annual confer

Daye McCarthy ence is underway. 

1993—2007 

F a c i l i t a t o r 

12. Gallatin County 

Lonie Hutchison,
 
DUI Task Force Facilitator
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CCCCoooommmmpppplllliiiiaaaannnncccceeee     CCCChhhheeeecccckkkkssss     BBBBiiiilllllllliiiinnnnggggssss     DDDDUUUUIIII     CCCCoooouuuurrrrtttt
  

Steve  Pre’tat,  Master  Patrol  Officer    RRRReeeessssppppoooonnnnssssiiiibbbblllleeee     AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollll     SSSSaaaalllleeeessss     &&&&     SSSSeeeerrrrvvvviiiicccceeee      Judge  Mary  Jane  Knisely  shared  about
  

Great  Falls  Police  Department,  shared   ((((RRRRAAAASSSSSSSS))))     TTTTrrrraaaaiiiinnnniiiinnnngggg   her  experiences  with  creating  a  special

details  about  how  alcohol  compliance   Lisa  Scates,  Education  Specialist  –   ized  court  in  Billings  to  deal  with  DUI
  

checks  are  conducted  in  their  jurisdic Montana  Department  of  Revenue,  high offenders.   There  are  30,000  DUI  cases
  
tion.   They  are  very  careful  to  conduct   lighted  the  importance  of  training  for  that  come  before  this  court  yearly.   She 
 
compliance  checks  in  a  consistent   sellers  and  servers  of  alcohol.   Lisa  said  the  traditional  way  of  dealing  with
  
manner,  using  US  Department  of  Jus provides  “trainthetrainer”  training  for  DUI  offenders  is  broken  and  is  excited
  
tice  guidelines.     DOR’s  RASS  course,  entitled  Let’s  Con to  participate  in  a  model  that  has  a
  

trol  It.     proven  record  of  successes.  
   
From  experience,  they  have  learned  

 

which  state  laws  to  use  when  citing   To  be  certified  as  a  trainer,  one  must   DDDDUUUUIIII     TTTTaaaasssskkkk     FFFFoooorrrrcccceeee     AAAAssssssssoooocccciiiiaaaattttiiiioooonnnn
     
those  who  fail  the  compliance  checks.    attend  the  oneday  workshop,  present   There  was  a  lively  discussion  on  the 
 
Officer  Pre’tat  stressed  how  important   a  portion  of  the  curriculum  at  the  work pros  and  cons  of  forming  an  associa

it  is  to  get  the  citations  forwarded  to   shop,  and  complete  the  trainer  exam.    tion.
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D U I T a s k F o r c e s
 
Effective DUI task forces are an important mechanism for decreasing the 

state’s alcoholrelated injury and fatality rates. 

DUI task forces are multifaceted coalitions that invite participation from a 

crosssection of community representatives in order to maximize their reach 

and effectiveness. The county DUI Task Forces are funded by driver license 

reinstatement fees, provided by Montana law according to MCA 612107. 

There are three Tribal DUI Task Forces, funded by other revenue sources: 

Crow Nation, Fort Belknap Tribes, and Fort Peck Assiniboine & Sioux Tribes. 

D U I T a s k F o r c e 
S u p p l e m e n t a l F u n d i n g 

MDT solicited applications from the county DUI Task Forces for up to 

$15,000 each in supplemental funding. The task forces are funded by 

driver license reinstatement fees collected within their county, which in 

the more rural parts of the state, constitutes a small annual budget. 

The impaired driving prevention projects targeted by the funding were 

Cops In Shops – a Century Council program, Cops ‘n Docs, and Responsi

ble Alcohol Sales & Service training. Twentyseven task forces submitted 

applications. Contracts will be issued in FFY 2010. 

DUI task forces operate at the 
county level to reduce and prevent 
impaired driving, and may engage in 
a variety of activities such as: 
•	 Responsible Alcohol Sales & Service 
training to prevent overservice (to 
already intoxicated persons) and 
sales/service to minors 

•	 Alcohol sales compliance checks of 
establishments 

•	 Party and kegger patrols 

•	 Overtime traffic patrols 

•	 Educational projects 

•	 Media advocacy 

•	 Public service announcements 

•	 Support for prosecution and adjudica
tion of DUI cases 

•	 Victims impact panels 

•	 Policy/legislative proposals 

•	 Designated driver programs 

•	 Safe ride home programs 

D U I T a s k F o r c e 
The annual DUI Task Force meeting 

was held October 2, 2008 in Helena. 

The agenda included the following: 

A n n u a l M e e t i n g
 
the Liquor Control Division of the De

partment of Revenue so that they can 

track the citations against liquor li

After completion of the training, partici


pants are certified by the state to teach
 

the course for two years.
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D U I C o u r t s 
C h a n g i n g t h e c u l t u r e o f t h e a d d i c t e d 
DUI courts are a relatively new inter

vention strategy to reduce impaired 

driving among habitual drunk drivers 

who are not typically affected by educa

tion or public safety efforts, nor by tra

ditional legal sanctions. 

Entry into DUI court is voluntary, and 

the person signs a contract with the 

DUI court. This allows the court to seek 

to effect a longterm change in behav

ior by treating underlying substance 

abuse issues rather than focusing only 

on punishing the offender. 

Chemical dependency treatment is 

emphasized, and is accompanied by 

intensive monitoring/testing. This typi

cally includes the SCRAM® bracelet for 

3090 days, frequent urinalysis testing, 

EtG blood testing, and requiring the DUI 

court client to blow into a portable 

breath tester (PBT) at every possible 

opportunity, such as court appear

ances, home visit, and treatment ses

sions. 

Continued alcohol usage is discour

aged through a progressive system of 

incentives and sanctions. 

The model involves increased account

ability (usually weekly DUI court ses

sions before the DUI court team and 

the Judge) and access to a variety of 

other services to help the individual 

achieve sobriety, learn prosocial be

haviors, and become a productive 

member of society. 

With the repeat offender as its primary 

target population, DUI courts follow the 

Ten Key Components of Drug Courts 

and the Ten Guiding Principles of DWI 

Courts, as established by the National 

Association of Drug Court Professionals 

and the National Drug Court Institute. 

DUI court clients work hard to find new ways of 
living, free from drugs and alcohol. 

In a Michigan Study of three DUI courts, 
participants were 19 times less likely to be re
arrested for DUI than a DUI offender sentenced 

in a traditional court. 

Besides improving traffic safety, many find 
reconciliation with families and friends as part 

of their journey to recovery and sobriety. 

B u i l d i n g D U I C o u r t s 
t h r o u g h t r a i n i n g 

MDT funded 5 DUI court teams to attend training in 2009: 

1. Kalispell Municipal Court – Judge Heidi Ulbricht 

2. 7th Judicial District (Dawson, McCone, Prairie, Richland and Wibaux Counties) – Judge Katherine Irigoin 

3. Missoula County Justice Court II – Judge Karen Orzech 

4. Butte Silver Bow County Court – Judge Lee and Judge Williamson 

5. Fort Peck Tribal Court – Judge Danna Runsabove 

The training covers the 10 guiding principles of the DUI court model, as established  by  the  National  Association  of  Drug  

s  an  oooonnnnssssiiiitttteeee     vvvviiiissssiiiitttt     to  an  operational  DUI  Court.   

Court Professionals and the National Drug Court Institute. 

The course teaches participants how to work with DUI offenders, and include
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D U I C o u r t s — i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

Montana implemented two DUI courts in 2009: Billings Municipal DUI Court under 

the leadership of Judge Mary Jane Knisely, and Kalispell Municipal DUI Court under The  goal  of  DUI  Court  is  to  
protect  public  safety  by  using 

the  Drug  Court  model  to  
address  aaaallllccccoooohhhhoooolllliiiissssmmmm     and  

ssssuuuubbbbssssttttaaaannnncccceeee     aaaabbbbuuuusssseeee     as  the  rrrrooooooootttt     
ccccaaaauuuusssseeee     ooooffff     iiiimmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd     ddddrrrriiiivvvviiiinnnngggg.    

Hardcore  impaired  drivers  with 
serious  alcohol/substance  
abuse  issues  (i.e.  more  than  
one   DUI,  and/or  a  B.A.C.  of  
0.15  or  more)  are  the  primary  
target  population  of  the  DUI  

Court.  

the leadership of Judge Heidi Ulbricht. The DUI court program is designed to 

change the behavior of hardcore DUI offenders by providing intensive supervision 

and treatment for willing, eligible impaired driving offenders. 

Upon choosing to join the program, participants come under the Court’s supervi

sion and are required to attend assigned treatment sessions, undergo frequent 

and random alcohol/drug testing using advanced alcohol testing and monitoring 

equipment, appear before the judge and DUI court team on a scheduled (usually 

weekly) basis, and commit to seatbelt use. These courts also address issues of 

relicensing and reinsuring of DUI offenders, seatbelt and child restraint education, 

victim notification, and payment of restitution. Participants must meet the require

ment of each phase of the DUI court program in order to graduate from the pro

gram. 

Some of the goals of the program are to reduce recidivism (repeat DUI offenses), 

treat chemical dependency, hold alcohol/drug dependent offenders accountable 

for their actions, and provide access to resources and community supports to en

able participants to acquire the prosocial and other skills necessary for the mainte

nance of sobriety. 

B i l l i n g s D U I C o u r t 

The Billings DUI Court admitted 29 partici The participants collectively engaged in 

pants and 3 absconded or were terminated 8476 treatment hours and experienced 

from the program, leaving 26 active partici 3672 days of sobriety, paid $17,143 in 

pants by yearend. A total of 2222 drug fees, and completed 5200 hours of com

and/or  alcohol  tests  were  administered   munity  service.   324  incentives  and  93  

with  39  (less  than  2%)  testing  positive  –  a   sanctions  were  given.  

98%  “clean”  rate.    

Judge Heidi Ulbricht presides 
over the Kalispell Municipal DUI 
Court 

Judge  Mary  Jane  Knisely  presides  
over  the  Billings  Municipal  DUI  Court   

K a l i s p e l l D U I C o u r t 

The Kalispell DUI Court accepted 11 indi and length of the program helps “keep 

viduals and two terminated voluntarily from them honest”. Several stated they could 

the program, leaving 9 active participants not afford to attend substance abuse treat

by yearend. ment on their own and the DUI court pro

gram made this possible. They uniformly 

On average, participants each maintained applauded the DUI court team and treat

142 days of continuous sobriety, with no ment provider Gary Kent for working with 

new arrests or DUI charges. A participant them to address the issues of substance 

focus group noted that the accountability abuse and addiction. 
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O C C U P A N T   P R O T E C T I O N  

GGGGooooaaaallllssss     &&&&     TTTTrrrreeeennnnddddssss      Montana’s  seat  belt  observational  to  static  and  slightly  decreasing  

surveys  have  traditionally  been  con seatbelt  usage  rates.   
Occupant  Protection  (OP)  is  Montana’s  

ducted  by  the  Montana  Department    second traffic  safety  priority,  based  
of  Transportation  State  Highway  

upon  the  problem  identification  proc SSSSttttrrrraaaatttteeeeggggiiiieeeessss     
Traffic  Safety  Bureau’s  Research  

ess  and  data  from  fatalities  in  Mon Montana  employs  two  main  
Analyst  for  over  27  years,  Jack  Wil

tana.     strategies  to  increase  seatbelt  
liams.  

  and  child  restraint  usage:   high  
 

Within  the  state,  OP  receives  equal  visibility  law  enforcement  and  a  
Unfortunately,  with  his  passing  in  

attention  with  impaired  driving  in  re variety  of  public  information  and  
April  2009,  the  2009  observational  

ducing  traffic  crashes.     education  (PI&E)  programs.    
surveys  were  conducted  by  a  team  

   
of  inexperienced  individuals,  which  

The  belt  usage  rate  has  hovered  stead Please  see  the  Police  Traffic  Ser
may  explain  some  variances  noted  

ily  over  the  past  few  years  around  the  vices  section  for  more  details  
in  the  table  below.    

80%  mark.   That  trend  continued  this   involving  high  visibility  law  en
 

year,  with  an  observed  seatbelt  usage  forcement  efforts.    
Additionally,  the  media  attention  to  

rate  of  79.2%  in  June  2009.  Usage   
the  legislation  proposing  to  upgrade  

rates  vary  greatly  by  roadway  type,  ve A  summary  of  Montana’s  PI&E  
Montana’s  OP  laws  has  brought  

hicle  type,  and  demographics.   For  in programs  follows.  
attention  to  the  secondary  enforce

stance,  on  local  roads,  seat  belt  usage  
ment  provisions  on  the  current  

rates  are  much  lower  than  the  inter
laws.   This  may  also  be  contributing  

state  and  primary  roads.  

SSSSeeeeaaaatttt BBBBeeeelllltttt UUUUssssaaaaggggeeee RRRRaaaatttteeeessss  

Year   Interstate   Primary   City   Other   All  Roads  

2004   93.0%   83.3%   67.7%   73.1%   80.9%  

2005   92.6%   82.4%   66.9%   72.6%   80.0%  

2006   92.6%   81.7%   64.9%   70.6%   79.0%  

2007   92.2%   82.1%   67.4%   70.5%   79.6%  

2008   92.1%   81.7%   66.6%   70.7%   79.3%  

2009   82.9%   83.8%   64.9%   75.6%   79.2%  

Chg  1  Year   -10.1%   +2.1%   -1.2%   -3.7%   -0.5%  

Chg  5  Year   -10.4%   +1.9%   +0.3%   -2.7%   -0.7%  

Source:  State  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Bureau  —Montana  Department  of  Transportation   
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The  Buckle  Up  Montana  (BUMT)  coalitions  serve  as  the  primary  

grassroots  community  efforts  to  increase  seatbelt  and  child  re

straint  usage.          

 

There  are  10  Buckle  Up  Montana  coalitions  that  serve  14  of  Montana’s  56  counties,  home  to  72%  of  the  state’s  population.   

The  coalitions  are  based  in  Kalispell,  Polson,  Butte,  Helena,  Great  Falls,  Conrad,  Havre,  Miles  City,  and  Glendive.   Oversight  

and  coordination  is  provided  by  Healthy  Mothers/Healthy  Babies  –  the  Montana  Coalition  (HMHB).  

    

The  coalitions  promote  occupant  protection  restraint  system  education  and  usage  using  the  following  methods:   

•   direct  promotion  of  OP  using  the  media   

•   public  information  and  education  campaigns  

•   support  for  statesponsored  media  messaging  

•   innovative  approaches  to  reaching  those  who  do  not  regularly  buckle  up  

SSSSaaaavvvveeeedddd     bbbbyyyy     tttthhhheeee     BBBBeeeelllltttt     AAAAwwwwaaaarrrrddddssss     

53  “Saved  by  the  Belt”  awards  were  made  to  individuals   OOOOnnnn     JJJJuuuunnnneeee     1111     ooooffff     tttthhhhiiiissss     yyyyeeeeaaaarrrr,,,,     LLLLiiiissssaaaa     KKKKiiiiaaaammmmaaaassss     

         bbbbllllaaaacccckkkkeeeedddd     oooouuuutttt   wwhhiillee   ddrriivviinngg   ttoo   hheerr   involved in motor vehicle crashes that were saved by wear   wwhhiillee  ddrriivviinngg  ttoo  hheerr  

           hhhhoooommmmeeee     iiiinnnn     VVVVaaaauuuugggghhhhnnnn,,,,     MMMMTTTT....         HHHHeeeerrrr     vvvvaaaannnn     llllaaaannnnddddeeeedddd     ing their safety belts in FFY 2009.  This is almost double 
uuuuppppssssiiiiddddeeee     ddddoooowwwwnnnn     iiiinnnn     tttthhhheeee     mmmmeeeeddddiiiiaaaannnn....     

the  number  awarded  in  FFY  2008....             
FFFFoooorrrrttttuuuunnnnaaaatttteeeellllyyyy,,,,     LLLLiiiissssaaaa     aaaannnndddd     hhhheeeerrrr     2222yyyyeeeeaaaarrrroooolllldddd     

 
ddddaaaauuuugggghhhhtttteeeerrrr,,,,     SSSSaaaavvvvaaaannnnnnnnaaaahhhh,,,,     wwwweeeerrrreeee     bbbbooootttthhhh     

These  awards  are  typically  presented  at  a  press  conference  pppprrrrooooppppeeeerrrrllllyyyy     rrrreeeessssttttrrrraaaaiiiinnnneeeedddd....             
with  the  survivor(s),  law  enforcement,  and  public  officials.    BBBBooootttthhhh     ooooffff     tttthhhheeeemmmm     ccccaaaammmmeeee     tttthhhhrrrroooouuuugggghhhh         
A  positive  message  and  increased  public  awareness  by  tttthhhheeee     ccccrrrraaaasssshhhh     ssssaaaaffffeeeellllyyyy     aaaannnndddd     wwwweeeerrrreeee     rrrreeeeccccooooggggnnnniiiizzzzeeeedddd     

participants  and  their  relatives,  followed  by  news  coverage,  wwwwiiiitttthhhh     SSSSaaaavvvvedededed     bbbbyyyy     ththththee ee BBBBelelelelt ttt aaaawwwwaaaarrrrddddssss....  

will  hopefully  have  the  effect  of  influencing  more  people  to  

wear  their  safety  belts.  

 

    ““““SSSSaaaaffffeeee     &&&&     AAAAlllliiiivvvveeee””””     DDDDiiiissssaaaarrrrmmmmiiiinnnngggg     MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa’’’’ssss     BBBBiiiiggggggggeeeesssstttt     KKKKiiiilllllllleeeerrrr         

FFY  2009  saw  an  increased  focus  on  education  using  the  Safety  Administration,  the  Children’s  Hospital  of  Philadelphia,  

occupant  protection  presentation  called  Safe  &  Alive  –  Dis and  other  credible  sources,  it  demonstrates  the  facts  about  

arming  Montana’s  Biggest  Killer.   Each  Buckle  Up  Montana  death  and  injury  on  Montana  roads.   In  particular,  it  highlights  

coalition  gave  at  least  two  presentations  per  month.     the  high  number  of  Montanans  that  die  unbuckled,  or  are  in

  jured  because  they  weren’t  buckled.   It  also  draws  attention  to  

This  tool  was  developed  in  FFY  2008  by  HMHB  for  coalition  the  high  cost  to  Montana  taxpayers  to  fund  emergency  re

members  to  use  at  speaking  engagements  to  explain  the  sponders  and  medical  care  for  unbuckled  crash  survivors.   

criticality  of  seat  belt  use  in  motor  vehicles.   The  targeted    

audiences  include  schools,  legislators,  law  enforcement  IIIInnnnffffoooorrrrmmmmaaaattttiiiioooonnnn     CCCClllleeeeaaaarrrriiiinnnngggghhhhoooouuuusssseeee     

agencies,  emergency  medical  technicians,  prosecutors,  Healthy  Mothers  Healthy  Babies  serves  as  a  clearinghouse  to  

judges,  day  care  centers,  hospital  personnel,  ministerial  disseminate  free  PI&E  materials  to  the  public  on  occupant  pro

organizations,  firemen,  primary  care  givers,  atrisk  youth,  tection.   These  packets  include  information  about  child  passen

and  others.     ger  safety,  teen  and  adult  usage  as  well  as  other  brochures,  

  pamphlets,  and  manuals.  Nearly  3,300  packets  were  dissemi

The  occupant  protection  presentation  of  facts  empowers   nated  statewide  during  fiscal  year  2009,  almost  double  2008’s  

Montanans  to  make  the  right  personal,  parental  and  policy  distribution.    

choices.  Using  statistics  and  studies  from  the  Montana   

Department  of  Transportation,  the  National  Highway  Traffic  
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(Continued from  page  36)  to  participating  states.  This  was  an  op

MMMMeeeeddddiiiiaaaa     aaaaddddvvvvooooccccaaaaccccyyyy     ((((oooorrrr     EEEEaaaarrrrnnnneeeedddd     MMMMeeee portunity  for  states  to  cobrand  with  Dis

ddddiiiiaaaa))))      ney  to  promote  Child  Passenger  Safety.    

The  BUMT  coalitions  submitted  at    

least  one  article  or  letter  to  the  State  staff  was  responsible  for  hosting  a  

editor  each  month,  about  some  10  x  10’  tent  and  distributing  national  

aspect  of  occupant  protection.    and  statewide  incentives  and  educa

This  was  a  new  activity  this  year.    tional  materials.   Montana’s  BUMT  coali

When  articles  were  written  by  tion  coordinators  seized  the  opportunity  

coalition  members,  it  proved  to  to  speak  with  all  the  attendees  whether  

be  a  great  way  to  enable  grass they  came  to  their  tent  or  not.   They  

roots  advocates  to  better  educate            Whitefish July 1011, 2009 found a great opportunity in educating   ,,     
       Buckle Up Montana  coalition  members  Wendy  themselves and then become a  those  standing  in  line  for  long  periods  of  

Olson,  Emily  Colomeda,  Stacy  Wesen  and  Diane  
voice  within  the  community.     time.    

Ward  use  the  Disney  train  tour  as  a  venue  to  
   

educate  many  parents  and  children  about  occu
PPPPaaaarrrrttttnnnneeeerrrrsssshhhhiiiipppp     wwwwiiiitttthhhh     LLLLaaaawwww     EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeee Disney  also  provided  an  opportunity  for  

pant  protection.  
mmmmeeeennnntttt      State  DOT/Public  Safety  top  officials  to  

Local  coalitions  provided  support   be  recognized  at  the  ribbon  cutting  cere

  It  was  updated  at  least  weekly.   By  providing  for law enforcement  agencies   mony  on  the  first  day  of  each  of  the  
this                   data to the teenagers on a daily basis it  participating in the Selective Traf event.  Montana’s BUMT coordinator for 

fic  Enforcement  Program  (STEP)  Flathead  County,  Wendy  Olson,  and  as was  intended  to  influence  their  safety  habits.    

during  the  Memorial  Day  and  La sistant  CPS  technicians  did  such  an  im  

bor  Day  Mobilizations  with  PI&E  pressive  job  with  this  event,  they  were  OOOOccccccccuuuuppppaaaannnntttt     PPPPrrrrooootttteeeeccccttttiiiioooonnnn     PPPPrrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmm     iiiinnnn     tttthhhheeee     hhhhiiiigggghhhh     

and  incentives  for  distribution,  as   invited  to  go  to  other  states  to  help  them   sssscccchhhhoooooooollll     aaaannnndddd     mmmmiiiiddddddddlllleeee     sssscccchhhhoooooooollll  

well  as  various  complementary  prepare  for  the  tour!     Students,  law  enforcement  and  the  Gallatin  

awareness  projects  and  events.     County  community  participated  in  a  local  

Local  coalitions  support  these  PPPPuuuubbbblllliiiicccc     aaaawwwwaaaarrrreeeennnneeeessssssss     ttttaaaarrrrggggeeeettttiiiinnnngggg     yyyyoooouuuunnnngggg     ddddrrrriiiivvvv challenge  to  increase  belt  usage.   “Buckle  

national  campaigns  in  a  diverse  eeeerrrrssss     aaaannnndddd     ppppiiiicccckkkkuuuupppp     ttttrrrruuuucccckkkk     ddddrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrrssss  Up”  stencils  were  used  at  entrances  and  

number  of  ways,  all  according  to  A  public  display  board  was  erected  in  exits  of  school  parking  lots.   

the  community  partnerships  that   Custer  County  approximately  a  block   

exist,  and  the  creativity  of  coali from  a  high  school  where  it  could  be  HHHHiiiigggghhhhCCCCrrrraaaasssshhhh     CCCCoooorrrrrrrriiiiddddoooorrrr     OOOOPPPP     CCCCaaaammmmppppaaaaiiiiggggnnnn     

tion  members.  Strong  working  easily  seen  from  three  different  direc Over  200  cars  were  stopped  at  a  security  

relationships  have  developed  tions.    This  board  offered  statistics  of  checkpoint  in  Gallatin  County  and  500  

between  coalitions  and  law  en crashes,  fatalities,  injuries,  and  seat  belt  candy  bars  and  granola  bars  with  buckleup  

forcement  in  these  communities   citations  written  for  one  specific  county.    messages  were  distributed  to  those  

over  the  years.   During  the  afore stopped.   Vehicle  occupants  were  required  

mentioned  FFY  2009  mobiliza to  wear  a  seat  belt  in  order  to  enter  a  draw

tions,  STEP  patrols  issued  754   ing  for  $100.   Four  hundred  people  regis

seat  belt  citations.   tered  to  win.  

   

UUUUnnnniiiiqqqquuuueeee     OOOOppppppppoooorrrrttttuuuunnnniiiittttyyyy     ttttoooo     pppprrrroooommmmooootttteeee      ““““BBBByyyy     TTTTeeeeeeeennnnssss     ffffoooorrrr     TTTTeeeeeeeennnnssss””””     vvvviiiiddddeeeeoooo     pppprrrroooojjjjeeeecccctttt     

cccchhhhiiiilllldddd     ppppaaaasssssssseeeennnnggggeeeerrrr     ssssaaaaffffeeeettttyyyy      A  video  was  created  and  produced  by  Pon

Disney's  "A  Christmas  Carol"  train  dera  County  teenagers  and  presented  to  

tour  came  to  Whitefish,  Montana  their  peers  emphasizing  safety  belt  use.   

in  July,  2009.  This  event  was  not  One  of  the  teens  developing  the  script  was  

a  NHTSA  sponsored  event;  how involved  in  a  horrific  crash.  The  video  was  

ever,  they  did  provide  materials   shown  to  the  drivers’  education  class  to  kick  
Disney  Train  attendees  sporting
� 

off  not  only  the  video  but  also  the  July  4th  
Buckle  Up  Montana  tattoos 
�

Holiday  Mobilization.   
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L a r g e T r u c k S e a t B e l t P r o g r a m
 
MDT collaborated with the Montana Motor Carriers Association (MMCA) to fund a 

statewide seat belt campaign targeting the drivers of large trucks. MMCA coordi

nated these efforts with state, local and tribal law enforcement, regulatory agen

cies, community grassroots organizations, the trucking industry and the media. 

When the program began, commercial truck driver seat belt usage rate in Mon

tana was 59%. At the end of FFY 2009, seat belt usage rate was 67%: an 8% 

increase. The most effective method of increasing seat belt usage was reportedly 

due to telephone calls from MMCA to trucking companies that their drivers were 

seen not wearing their seat belts! 

In FFY 2009, 20 of Montana’s High

way Patrol (MHP) attended a twoday 

training to become certified instruc

tors for the National Safety Council’s 

Alive @ 25 training program for 

young drivers. This highly interactive fourhour program en

courages young drivers between the ages of 16 and 24 to 

take responsibility for their driving behavior. 

Defensive Driving Course (DDC) Alive @ 25 instructors use 

personal examples, humor, workbook exercises, interactive 

media segments, group discussions, roleplaying, and short 

lectures to help young drivers develop convictions and strate

gies that will keep them safer on the road. 

The DDCAlive @ 25 teaches young adults that: 

•	 People in their age group are more likely to be hurt or 

killed in a vehicle crash. 

A l i v e @ 2 5 
•	 Inexperience, distractions, and peer pressure cause 

unique driving hazards. 

•	 Speeding, alcohol, and "party drugs" greatly in
crease their risk of injury or death. 

•	 As a driver or passenger, they can greatly reduce 
their risk by taking control. 

During FFY 2009, MHP instructors trained approximately 

500 young adults across the state. 

They increased their networking with the Courts of Limited 

Jurisdiction and a number of judges have begun referring 

individuals to the Alive @ 25 programs. All the courts now 

have the Alive @ 25 referral form and contact information 

for all MHP Alive @ 25 instructors. The instructors continue 

to work with the schools to adjust the schedule of the Alive 

@ 25 training to fit it into students’ normal school day. 

J e f f e r s o n C o u n t y D U I T a s k F o r c e 
J u n i o r M e m b e r P r o g r a m 

The Junior Member program provided an opportunity for four 

local high school students to be positive role models delivering 

serious traffic safety related messages to their peers and local 

adults. The program was run under the auspices of the Jeffer

son County DUI Task Force, which promoted a safe environ

ment and positive guidance to these students. 

The local teens developed and implemented a PI & E Cam

paign to target both impaired driving and increase seatbelt 

usage. 

Current data shows there is a correlation between those that 

drive impaired and not wearing their seatbelt. This project 

provided student peers with opportunities to understand the 

importance of safe driving behaviors, identify the ways sub

stances impair one’s decisionmaking process, and general 

motor vehicle safety information. 

The Junior Member Program for Jefferson County was a 

positive experience for the high school students who partici

pated. This was the second year of this program. The FFY 

2009 successes were the countywide sign contest, the com

pletion of another traffic safety billboard, and the continu

ous distribution of incentives with messages to “drive safely 

and buckleup”. 



               

         

                

               

           

               

           

             

               

               

 

 

             

             

         

       

         

           

      

       

           

     

         

       

         

 

     

                 

             

            

         

         

             

 

               

   

             

             

         

           

             

           

     

               

 

        

 

           

       

         

       

       

        

     

       

   

       

        

           

         

 

         

         

   

         

         

            

             

     

               

                 

         

            

               

             

                

         

           

         

         

 

           

                 

              

           

           

           

                 

          

           

           

               

 

 

           

           

              

                       

                     

                   

         

   
     

     

             

P a g e 3 9 S a f e t y C a r a v a n 
“ R e s p e c t t h e C a g e ” 

The "Respect the Cage" exhibit grew out of 

last year’s successful video creation enti

tled “Room to Live.” This video tells the 

story of two young Montana men who were 

involved in an alcoholrelated rollover crash 

in 2007. The driver, who was wearing his 

seatbelt, walked away from the mangled 

car. His best friend and passenger, who 

wasn't buckled up, died. (See the Room to 

Live video for more on this story at 

www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/room_to_live.shtml) 

This may be the nation’s only traveling 

seatbelt advocacy effort. On display is the 

“Room to Live” vehicle, which demon

strates the intact safety 

cage even though the front statistics show they have a 

and back of the car are greater danger of being 

crushed. The driver sur fatally injured in traffic 

vived because his seatbelt crashes. The "Respect the 

held him in the cage. His Cage" theme borrows lan

passenger, a married fa guage and images from 

Crashed vehicle featured 
in the Room to Live video 

ther of two, died because 

he was ejected and 

crushed by the car. 

This exhibit includes: 

•	 Two pickup trucks, a GMC and a Ford 
250, wrapped in “Respect the Cage – 
Buckle Up” graphics. The trucks pull 
the trailers carrying the crashed vehi
cle and the rollover simulator. 

•	 The crashed vehicle from “Room to
 
Live”.
 

•	 The “Room to Live” video plays inside 
the trailer. 

•	 A Rollover Simulator: a compact pickup 
truck cab affixed to a twoaxle, low 
profile trailer. Acceleration and braking 
control systems spin the cab to simu
late a rollover vehicle crash, and a 

“Fastest Belt in the West” 
buckle up contest is very popu
lar and demonstrates in a fun 
way just how little time it takes 

to buckle up. 

The exhibit's primary target is men 

ages 1834, as Montana 

mixedmartialarts fighting, 

which is currently popular 

among young men. To in

crease the appeal, the exhibit is 

staffed by collegeage interns. 

MDT officials also have an electroni

cally timed "fastbuckling contest" to 

keep things fun and to show how easy 

it is to put on a seatbelt, and a 12

minute film about Maun's and Lugi

bihl's story. "I'm responsible for the 

death of my best friend," Maun says in 

the film. "There were really no good 

days after that." Maun faced up to 30 

years behind bars for negligent homi

cide under the influence, but he 

avoided prison time because Lugibihl's 

family spoke on his behalf. 

The exhibit spreads the message that 

the 2 seconds it takes to put on your 

seat belt can save your life. Staffers 

report that younger people have been 

receptive to the message, but older 

generations tend to see seatbelt use, 

or the lack of it, as a personal choice 

that's nobody else's business. The 

interns encourage visitors that even if 

they don't wear their seatbelt for them

selves, to buckle up for the ones they 

love. 

The exhibit won the Best Educational 

Exhibit Award at the Montana State 

Fair in Great Falls (July 24August 3). 

crashtest dummy that gets ejected out An intern demonstrates the effects of a rollover crash using the rollover 
of the vehicle. simulator. Inside are dummies. The difference between the outcome for 

• “Fastest Belt in the West” buckle up 
contest. 

a buckled occupant and an unbuckled occupant—who is usually partially 
or fully ejected—is graphically illustrated. 

• Prizes and giveaways. 

www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt/room_to_live.shtml


       

               

                      

                         

                       

           

    

                 

                     

                     

  

     
      

               

                  

                   

                       

                  

       
 

 

                     

               

 

             

                  

                   

                

                   

   
 

                 

               

              

                 

               
 

       

       

           

            

       

               

         

     
 

                 

  

     

       

       

             

          

        

   

               

           

                

              

   
   

   

             

                

               

           

           

         

 

             

             

               

 

   P a g e 4 0C h i l d P a s s e n g e r S a f e t y P r o g r a m 
Montana has integrated the “family approach” occupant protection philoso

phy in all their trainings and public information and educational materials. 

This philosophy recognizes that children are not truly safe in a vehicle, even 

in a properly fitted and installed child restraint, unless every other vehicle 

occupant is properly restrained. 

According to reports from Montana’s Inspection Stations, BUMT coalitions 

and the state’s child passenger safety (CPS) technicians, over 1,765 child 

safety seats were inspected and more than 455 were distributed during 

FFY09. 

C h i l d s a f e t y 
s e a t s p u r c h a s e d 
& d i s t r i b u t e d 
MDT purchased nearly $25,000 worth of child 

restraints this fiscal year. The 762 car seats 

were distributed to every county with a local 

permanent CPS inspection station and/or to 

counties where there were CPS technicians 

but not inspection stations. 

The allocation came out to be approximately 

23 child restraints for each inspection station 

and half of that for counties without inspection 

stations. 

A n n u a l C P S T e c h n i c i a n 
Montana’s 3rd Annual CPS Technician/Instructor Update was 

held August 1920, 2009 in Helena. The technician update 

was on day one and afforded each attending technician 3 

CEUs. Approximately 36 CPS technicians (more than double 

the attendees from last year) and 10 instructors were in atten

dance. 

The featured speakers from Safe Kids Worldwide were Kerry 

Chausmer, CPS Certification Director and Lori Walker, Training 

Manager/ Technical Advisor. Three technical quizzes were 

provided so participants could earn 3 additional CEUs, thus 

completing all 6 CEUs in one session. 

Topics of discussion included: 

• Montana CPS statistics 

• Overview of the recertification process 

Many of Montana’s CPS Instructors with Safe Kids 
Worldwide instructors Kerry Chausmer and Lorrie 
Walker in front of Montana’s new CPS trailer. 

4  d a y C P S T e c h n i c i a n 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n T r a i n i n g 
Six 4day child passenger safety certification trainings were 

conducted in FFY 2009. Stipends were offered to those stu

dents traveling more than 50 miles each way from their 

homes to attend the 4day trainings to help offset the cost of 

their hotel, meals and mileage. MDT also provided speaker 

fees for the instructors. 

Montana now has 19 CPS instructors (1 more than last year), 

169 CPS technicians and 27 permanent CPS inspection sta

tions. 

& I n s t r u c t o r U p d a t e 
• Fact or Fiction interactive session 

• Obesity and CPS 

• Lower Anchors & Tethers for Children (LATCH) 

• CPS in other vehicles 

• Checkup events 

On day two, the instructor workshop topics of discussion 

included: 

• Leadership skills 

• Lead instructor requirements 

• Team teaching 

• Mentoring students, instructor candidates, each other 

• Quality control and evaluation 

• Senior checkers 

(Continued on page 41) 
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(Continued from page 40) 

The State Highway Traffic Safety Bureau offered stipends for students traveling 50 miles or more from their home to attend the 

technician/instructor update. Technicians also had the opportunity to get their car seat installations observed, checked and 

signed off by attending instructors. This session of the training was especially helpful for those technicians who live in cities 

and counties that don’t have an instructor living in their area. 

R e s e a r c h q u a n t i f i e s f i n a n c i a l c o s t t o 
M o n t a n a f o r n o t h a v i n g a p r i m a r y b e l t l a w 
A  partnership  between  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  • 	 Over  onethird  (36%)  of  unrestrained  occupants  have  
Administration,  Harborview  Medical  Center,  the  Montana   no  insurance.   
Department  of  Transportation,  and  the  Montana  Depart • 	 Their  hospital  costs  ultimately  paid  for  by  the  state  of  
ment  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  revealed  the  Montana  at  a  cost  of  over  $14  million  annually.  
staggering  cost  to  the  state  of  Montana  for  citizens  that    

don’t  buckle  up.   The  research  was  conducted  by  Dr.  Beth   An  increase  from  80%  (current  average  use)  to  90%  seat  belt  
Ebel  of  Harborview  Medical  Center  and  was  funded  by  the  use  will  save  Montanans  an  estimated  $18.7  million  in  health  
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration.   care  costs.   Montana  state  government  is  predicted  to  save  an  
  estimated  $7.2  million  in  health  care  costs  alone.  
The  research  found  that  each  year  in  Montana,  an  esti  

mated  887  unbelted  individuals  are  hospitalized  for  care  Seat  belt  use  and  driving  sober  are  effective  strategies  for  
following  a  motor  vehicle  crash.   An  estimated  888811119999     aaaaddddmmmmiiiissss saving  lives  and  reducing  injuries  and  healthcare  costs.   Effec
ssssiiiioooonnnnssss     mmmmiiiigggghhhhtttt     hhhhaaaavvvveeee     bbbbeeeeeeeennnn     pppprrrreeeevvvveeeennnntttteeeedddd     if  a  seat  belt  had  been  tive  public  health  measures  such  as  implementing  a  primary  
used.    seat  belt  law  would  reduce  mortality  and  morbidity  from  motor  
   vehicle  crashes  in  Montana,  as  well  as  yield  tremendous  cost  
Caring  for  these  unbelted  Montana  patients  costs  over  savings.  
$36.7  million  each  year  in  direct  inpatient  health  care   

costs,  which  could  have  been  prevented  through  seat  belt  

use.  These  costs  result  from  three  sources:  

1111....	      MMMMoooorrrreeee     hhhhoooossssppppiiiittttaaaallll     aaaaddddmmmmiiiissssssssiiiioooonnnnssss     ............      Unbelted  drivers  and  passengers  in  Montana  
819  individuals  requiring  hospital  care  for  preventable  use  an  estimated  $$$$9999....9999     mmmmiiiilllllllliiiioooonnnn     iiiinnnn     pppprrrreeeevvvveeeennnnttttaaaabbbblllleeee     
injury.  

     eeeemmmmeeeerrrrggggeeeennnnccccyyyy     vvvviiiissssiiiittttssss     each  year.    
2222....	             HHHHiiiigggghhhheeeerrrr     ccccoooossssttttssss     ppppeeeerrrr     hhhhoooossssppppiiiittttaaaallll     ssssttttaaaayyyy     

On  average,  an  unbelted  occupant  had  a  longer  hospi Unbelted  occupants  are  significantly  more  
tal  stay  (2.3  days  longer),  required  more  intensive  care  likely  to  have  their  hospital  costs  paid  from  
(2.7  days  longer)  and  accrued  significantly  higher  hos

federal  or  state  sources:  
pital  charges.   ($52,993  for  average  unbuckled  occu

pant;  $36,420  for  average  buckled  occupant).   
• 	 

    
Over  onethird  (36%)  of  unrestrained  

3333....  	           CCCCoooossssttttssss     ffffoooorrrr     eeeemmmmeeeerrrrggggeeeennnnccccyyyy     ccccaaaarrrreeee      occupants  have  nnnnoooo     iiiinnnnssssuuuurrrraaaannnncccceeee.   
Unbelted  drivers  and  passengers  use  an  estimated  

$9.9  million  in  preventable  emergency  visits  each  year.    • 	 Their  hospital  costs  ultimately  paid  for  by  
Unbelted  occupants  are  significantly  more  likely  to  the  state  of  Montana  at  a  cost  of  oooovvvveeeerrrr     
have  their  hospital  costs  paid  from  federal  or  state  

$$$$11114444     mmmmiiiilllllllliiiioooonnnn     aaaannnnnnnnuuuuaaaallllllllyyyy....     
sources:  



         

              

       

                

           

         

           

           

       

 

           

             

         

              

           

             

   

      

                   

                   

                     

                 

                   

                

                         

                         

                      

 

                   

                   

               

                      

         

                         

                         

        

                         

       

                       

                   

      

       

               

         

            

       

             

            

         

     

      

 

   

   

 

     

 

   

     

   

 

 

            

                     

                 

 

                 

                   

                  

                       

                 

                 

         

   P a g e 4 2 

E d u c a t i o n a l i n c e n t i v e s 

MDTSHTSB purchased nearly $25,000 worth of occupant protection incen

tive items this fiscal year. The Buckle Up Montana coalitions participated 

in selecting the following items: 

•	 Clickers for children to remind everyone in the vehicle to buckle up 

•	 License and insurance card holders with a buckle up message that is 

kept in the vehicle 

•	 Elephants (who never forget) carrying a buckle up message to hand out 

to those seen buckled 

•	 Color crayons with a buckle up message to accompany the very popu

lar Montana Buckle Up Bug Activity Coloring Book. 

Incentive items 
carrying an 
educational 

message provide a 
valuable 

mechanism for 
interacting with the 

public about 
occupant 
protection 

R e s u l t s 

The argument of personal choice and individual rights is used 

in opposition to many traffic safety laws, but particularly in 

opposition to safety belt laws. There is little question that all 

traffic laws impose some degree of control on individuals 

because they require actions that some people do not take 

voluntarily. Opponents of safety belt use laws frequently 

claim that a person has the “right” not to use a safety belt 

because the only one who is likely to be injured in the event 

of a crash is themself; however, this is not true. 

The OP traffic safety programs listed above are educational in 

nature and are tailored to not appear intrusive to Montana 

B r o c h u r e u p d a t e
 

MDTSHTSB contracted with Gingerbee Crea

tive in FFY 2009 to revise approximately 10 

impaired driving and occupant protection 

brochures. The contractor was tasked with 

consolidating messages from SHTSB’s exist

ing brochures into a few comprehensive easy 

to understand traffic safety brochures. The 

contractor will complete these brochures 

early in FFY 2010. 

W e b s i t e u p d a t e 
MDTSHTSB is developing a dedicated 

Buckle Up Montana website. This site will 

encompass occupant protection information 

for the general public of all ages. Topic 

pages include an overview of occupant pro

tection information, and information specific 

to children, teens, seniors, commercial truck 

drivers, parents and other traffic safety part

ners and advocates. 

This site will advertise Montana’s tollfree 

Buckle Up Montana phone line for personal 

responses to specific occupant protection 

questions. The website will also allow the 

public to order specific brochures and re

quest our very popular Buckle Up Bug activ

ity coloring books. 

audiences. Through these proactive educational programs, 

we are working to educate Montanans that their “right” not to 

wear seat belts does, indeed, affect many people. 

On a positive note, Montana’s culture appears to have em

braced the need for child restraint usage for infants and tod

dlers. However, Montana’s CPS law only covers children until 

they are 6 years old and weigh 60 pounds. More work is 

needed to increase booster seat usage, including a legislative 

change to increase the age and weight or height require

ments for child passenger safety. 
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The next group offered con

tracts were law enforce

ment agencies (sheriffs 

and/or police) in communi

ties and counties with a 

population of at least 

5,000 people followed by 

counties with less than 

5,000 people. 

The SHTSB contracted with 

the Montana Sheriff’s & 

Peace Officers Association 

(MSPOA) to manage the 

STEP overtime contracts 

for 26 less populated cities 

and counties. 

In total, this allows for 80% 

statewide coverage of the 

population by law enforce

ment. 

Law enforcement agencies 

conducted yearround sus

tained enforcement from 

October 1, 2008 to Sep

tember 30, 2009. They 

participated in the two na

tional mobilizations, Me

morial Day and Labor Day, 

as well as staterequired 

overtime activities around 

July 4th and the Christ

mas/New Years time 

frames. 

As much as possible, law 

enforcement spent 50 per

cent of their time enforcing 

impaired driving violations 

and 50 percent of their 

time enforcing seatbelt 

usage during the same 

traffic stop. 

P a g e 4 3 

P O L I C E T R A F F I C S E R V I C E S 

MDT contracts with law en

forcement agencies through

out Montana to participate in 

the Selective Traffic Enforce

ment Program (STEP). SHTSB 

solicits law enforcement agen

cies based on fatality data 

and population. 

The larger law enforcement 

agencies offered contracts 

were as follows: 

• The police departments in 

Billings, Bozeman, Great 

Falls, Helena, Kalispell, 

Missoula, and the Mon

tana Highway Patrol 

• The sheriff’s departments 

in Missoula, Yellowstone, 

Cascade, Ravalli, Flat

head, Lewis & Clark, and 

Butte SilverBow Counties 

• Tribal Law Enforcement 

◊ Chippewa Cree Law 

Enforcement 

◊ Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Law 

Enforcement 

◊ Fort Peck Law and 

Justice 

For more information, 

please see the Tribal 

Traffic Safety Section. 

S e l e c t i v e T r a f f i c E n f o r c e m e n t P r o g r a m 

21 city police departments (except MSPOA) $ 104,260.11 

8 county sheriffs (except MSPOA) 280,591.88 

llll 2 7.42222

i ipants and FFY 2009 Expendituresi  FFY 2009 Expendituresii

3 tribal law enforcement agencies 26,256.12 

26 less populated cities and counties con

tracted by MSPOA 
130,311.54 

State highway patrol 309,827.77 

TotaTotaTotaTota $ 851, 4$ 851, 47.42$ 851, 47.42$ 851, 47.42 

STEP Part cSTEP Part cipants andSTEP Part cipants and FFY 2009 ExpendituresSTEP Part cipants and FFY 2009 Expenditures 

Since Montana has a sec

ondary seatbelt law, offi

cers cannot pull a driver 

over solely because of ob

served seatbelt or child 

restraint violations. Law 

enforcement uses speed 

enforcement as a strategy 

to stop impaired drivers 

and cite those drivers seen 

not wearing their seatbelts. 

MDT saw a decreased in 

the number of STEP con

tractors for federal fiscal 

year 2009 for a few rea

sons. Some contractors 

were cut from the program 

for a lack of performance. 

Either they did not do any 

STEP shifts or their jurisdic

tion had too few or no alco
(Continued on page 45) 
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FFY  2009  participating  agencies::::     

SSSSttttaaaatttteeee     AAAAggggeeeennnncccciiiieeeessss     
     Montana  Highway  Patrol  
 

CCCCiiiittttyyyy     PPPPoooolllliiiicccceeee     DDDDeeeeppppaaaarrrrttttmmmmeeeennnnttttssss     
Belgrade    Billings   Bozeman  
Columbia  Falls   Cut  Bank   Darby  
Glasgow  Glendive   Great  Falls  
Hamilton   Havre   Helena  
Kalispell   Missoula  City   Poplar  
Ronan   St.  Ignatius  Stevensville  
Troy   Whitefish   Wolf  Point  
 

CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttyyyy     SSSShhhheeeerrrriiiiffffffff     DDDDeeeeppppaaaarrrrttttmmmmeeeennnnttttssss     
ButteSilver  Bow   Flathead   Gallatin  
Jefferson   Lewis  &  Clark   Missoula  County  
Ravalli   Yellowstone  

    

TTTTrrrriiiibbbbaaaallll     LLLLaaaawwww     EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     AAAAggggeeeennnncccciiiieeeessss     
Confederated  SalishKootenai  Tribal  Law  &  Order  
Fort  Peck  Dept.  of  Law  &  Justice  
Rocky  Boy’s  Chippewa  Cree  Tribal  Law  Enforcement  Services    

 

MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     SSSShhhheeeerrrriiiiffffffffssss     aaaannnndddd     PPPPeeeeaaaacccceeee     OOOOffffffffiiiicccceeeerrrrssss     AAAAssssssssoooocccciiiiaaaattttiiiioooonnnn  
                CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttiiiieeeessss::::                                                          SSSSmmmmaaaallllllll     CCCCiiiittttiiiieeeessss     aaaannnndddd     TTTToooowwwwnnnnssss     

Beaverhead   Blaine   Custer     Bridger  
Dawson  Garfield   Glacier     Ennis  
Granite   Lake    Liberty     Libby  
Lincoln   McCone   Musselshell   Miles  City  
Petroleum   Phillips   Richland     Red  Lodge  
Rosebud  Sanders   Sweet  Grass    
Teton   Treasure    Valley      
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S e l e c t i v e T r a f f i c E n f o r c e m e n t P r o g r a m 
(Continued from page 43) 

hol impaired driving crashes within 

the previous ten year span. 

MSPOA lost a couple of counties on 

the border with Canada because of 

other grant opportunities available 

from Homeland Security. 

S a f e t y S p o t C h e c k s 
DUI checkpoints are considered unconstitutional in Mon

tana, so law enforcement conducts Safety Spot Checks. A 

Safety Spot Check in accordance with Montana Code Anno

tated allows law enforcement agencies to establish a road 

block with the purpose of either apprehending a fugitive or 

checking for driver’s license, driver’s registration and proof 

of insurance. 

Safety Spot Checks provide law enforcement the opportunity 

to apprehend those driving impaired. These spot checks are 

also used as an opportunity to educate motorists about 

seatbelt and child safety seat use. If the officer sees an 

open container, finds that the person has an outstanding 

warrant for arrest, etc. appropriate action is taken. Officers 

These grants though Homeland Secu

rity did not have as many requirements 

as the STEP grant and for these 

smaller agencies, they were easier and 

less time consuming to administer. 

Although we did decrease the agencies 

in FFY 2009, we did add a large urban 

population to STEP via the City of Great 

Falls. With the addition of this city, we 

actually increased our population cover

age. 

Below is a graph showing the number of 

agencies contracted for STEP and the 

population covered. This graph does not 

include the Montana Highway Patrol. 

may not, however, cite people for occupant protection viola

tions because of the secondary enforcement provisions in the 

law. 

The Montana Highway Patrol as part of the STEP program 

conducted Safety Spot Checks in strategic areas throughout 

the state. They conducted this activity in collaboration with 

local and tribal law enforcement. 

The Montana Highway Patrol requires each of their eight dis

tricts to perform two Safety Spot Checks per year. The Safety 

Spot Checks are usually placed on roads that are considered 

to be “High Crash Corridors” or outside of communities with 

large celebratory gatherings such as rodeos. Safety Spot 

Checks are intended to verify the legality of a person operating 

a vehicle. If other violations of the law are noticed drivers can 

be cited, depending on the severity of the violation 



                     
 

                             

                                   

 

                                 

                                   

 

                                 

                    

   

CCCCoooommmmbbbbiiiinnnneeeedddd     MMMMeeeemmmmoooorrrriiiiaaa     allll DDDDaaaayyyy aaaannnndddd LLLLaaaabbbbooorr    orr DDDDaaayy    ayy MMMMoooobbbbiiiilllliiiizzzzaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss FFFFFFFFYYYY00099 099 

OOOOrrrrggggaaaannnniiiizzzzaaaattttiiiiooonn onn DDDDUUU  UIIII 
SSSSeeeeaaatt    att BBBBeee tt elllltt 
CCCCiiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnss nss 

SSSSppppeeeeeeeedddd         
CCCCiiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnss nss 

TTTToooottttaaaallll         
CCCCiiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnss nss 

8  Montana  Highway  Patrol  24  455  1734  2886  

26  Police  Departments  108  235  923  2174  

8  Sheriff’s  Departments  27  21  307  475  

3  Tribal  Law  Enforcement  Agency  44  21  175   404 

 Montana’s  Sheriff’s  &  Peace  Officer Associa
 tion  (21  Sheriffs  and  Police  Departments) 

 9  22  256  398 

GGGGRRRRAAAANNNNDDDD TTTTOOOOTTTTAAA  ALLLL 222211122 122 777755544 544 3333333399955 955 6666333333377 377 
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Citations by Federal Fiscal Year 

0 
DUI Seatbelt Child Speeding Reckless Uninsured Drug Arrest Fugitives Stolen Suspended MIP 

Restraint Vehicles License 

FFY 2007 814 5530 144 7108 123 3593 198 354 22 922 487 

FFY 2008 1208 3257 107 10891 156 3149 329 809 23 826 539 

FFY 2009 873 3836 143 14489 96 3655 244 351 12 818 351 
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M o b i l i z a t i o n E n f o r c e m e n t
 
Additional, concentrated overtime patrols took place during the national mobilizations: 

Memorial Day: May 18 – May 31, 2009
 

Labor Day: August 21 – September 7, 2009
 

Although the Memorial Day mobilization media focused on seatbelt enforcement, and the Labor Day media focused on im

paired driving, at a practical level, law enforcement used both mobilizations to address both these traffic safety issues. 

Law enforcement made a total of 29,982 contacts on STEP overtime (including both sustained and mobilization enforcement), 

resulting in 873 DUI arrests and 351 MIP citations. 
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L a w E n f o r c e m e n t E q u i p m e n t
 
BBBBaaaassssiiiicccc     DDDDUUUUIIII     eeeeqqqquuuuiiiippppmmmmeeeennnntttt      As  of  the  last  report  from  the  Forensics  Lab  dated  October  

MDT  provided  $439,206  worth  of  basic  DUI  and  speed  equip 30,  2009,  eightyeight  Intoxilyzers  have  been  deployed  to  

ment  (portable  breath  testing  devices,  radar,  and  incar  video  every  county  in  the  state,  including  the  10  counties  that  pre

systems)  to  help  local  law  enforcement  agencies  participating  viously  had  no  ability  to  test  DUI  offenders  via  breath  analy

in  STEP.   This  equipment  helps  establish  probable  cause  to  sis.   Because  of  this  project,  transport  time  of  suspected  

apprehend  impaired  drivers.   This  equipment  was  also  made  offenders  is  dramatically  reduced.   To  date,  six  of  Montana’s  

available  to  tribal  law  enforcement.     seven  reservations  have  received  Intoxilyzers  from  DOJ,  with  

  the  recent  placement  in  Blackfeet  enforcement  services  

IIIInnnnttttooooxxxxiiiillllyyyyzzzzeeeerrrr     8888000000000000      department.   The  only  reservation  currently  not  participating  

Previously  in  FFY  2007,  MDT  provided  $731,350  to  the  Foren is  Crow  Agency.  

sic  Sciences  Division  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Justice   

(DOJ)  to  procure  and  deploy  110  Intoxilyzer  8000s  across  the  In  FFY  2009  MDT  provided  a  Gas  Chromatograph  to  the  

state.   After  the  instruments  were  purchased,  programmed,  Montana  Crime  Lab.   This  forensics  equipment  is  used  for  

and  distributed,  Forensic  Sciences  staff  provided  training  to  detecting  &  quantifying  of  alcohol  in  blood  samples.   Law  

local  and  state  law  enforcement  across  the  state.   Training  enforcement  depends  upon  the  laboratory  for  timely  results  

and  technical  support  continued  in  FFY  2009.     in  DUI  cases.   The  crime  lab  experienced  issues  with  the  

  (Continued on page  48)  

M o b i l e I m p a i r e d D r i v i n g A s s e s s m e n t C e n t e r 
In FFY 2007, MDT funded the Montana Thirtysix people were processed as ing to transport them long distances to 

Highway Patrol $250,000 to procure a follows: 21 for DUI, 3 for suspected the nearest testing location. Offenders 

Mobile Impaired Driving Assessment drug use, and 12 for minor in posses are temporarily held at the MIDAC until 

Center (MIDAC). sion (MIP). they can be picked up by a sober friend 

or transported to a jail. 

The MIDAC continued to be deployed The center has a general deterrence 

during FFY 2009, at a total of 22 effect because of its bold presence. The MHP welcomes participation and 

events. The MIDAC was in operation For those who do choose to drive im usage by other law enforcement enti

for 322 hours that resulted in 762 peo paired, however, officers are able to ties as an opportunity to build relation

ple being exposed to the MIDAC. bring suspects to the center to perform ships among the various law enforce

SFST and DRE testing, rather than hav ment agencies, and to enhance effi

ciency. 

In FFY 2009 the Montana State High

way Traffic Safety Bureau contracted 

the Montana Highway Patrol to provide 

a trooper who is solely devoted to high

way traffic safety known as a Traffic 

Safety Resource Office (TRSO). One of 

the main duties of this Trooper is to 

increase the use of the MIDAC as part 

of managing MDTSHTSB contract im

plementation at MHP as well as aiding 

in training and coordination efforts with 

local law enforcement. 
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T r a f f i c S a f e t y R e s o u r c e O f f i c e r
 
Trooper Kurt Sager is the Traf

fic Safety Resource Officer 

(TSRO) from the Montana 

Highway Patrol. He has been 

working in this position since 

March 2009. MDT plans to 

continue contracting his ser

vices in FFY 2010. 

Trooper Sager oversees and 

manages several of law en

forcement related traffic 

safety initiatives that are in

cluded in Montana’s current 

Comprehensive Highway 

Plan impaired driving coun

termeasures. 

As one of his responsibili

ties, Trooper Sager has pro

moted the usage of the Mo

bile Impaired Driving Assess

ment Unit (MIDAC) mobile 

DUI unit. This has included 

notifying local law enforce

ment agencies of this mo

bile center’s availability that 

they can share with the MHP 

during special events such 

as fairs, rodeos, rock con

Safety Plan. He works closely certs, etc. Through his ef Kurt Sager, Traffic Safety Resource Officer 
with MDT’s Law Enforcement forts, the MIDAC was booked Montana Highway Patrol 
Liaison and the Traffic Safety during the summer of 2009 

Resource Prosecutor to en through November. has been borrowed by other states seeking to devote an offi
sure that an effective and co cer to SFST standardization and DRE programs. Washington 
ordinated effort is made in The position description for State Patrol recently used the Montana TSRO position de
support of the Highway Safety the Montana State TSRO scription to create an officer position dedicated to SFST train

ings and standardizations. 

“Sometimes the best education is a citation.”
 

Rich McLane, Interim Assistant Chief of Police
 
Bozeman Police Dept
 

(Continued from page 47) 

instrumentation: the equipment was broken when they re

ceived it and they have yet to be able to calibrate the instru

ment to obtain reliable results. We continue to receive 

monthly reports on the status of the machine. The SHTSB 

working with the Forensics Lab will make a decision in FFY 

2010 either January or February to determine if this equip

ment should be returned to the manufacturer and replaced 

with another Gas Chromatograph. 

WWWWhhhhiiiitttteeeeffffiiiisssshhhh     mmmmoooottttoooorrrrccccyyyycccclllleeeessss  

MDT  contracted  with  the  Whitefish  Police  Department  (WPD)  

to  purchase  two  motorcycles  and  related  equipment.   The  

purpose was to enhance their traffic safety program in the 

areas of impaired driving and occupant protection. 

The motorcycles provide WPD officers the ability to maneuver 

through congested traffic, allowing for more visibility, in

creased efficiency, and successful enforcement of traffic laws. 

The cycles also proved valuable during tourist season around 

Glacier Park in 2009. During this season, the community of 

Whitefish receives a large influx of people, and alcohol con

sumption is prevalent. As a result, enforcement efforts are 

stepped up to counter and prevent impaired driving. 
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T r a i n i n g f o r L a w E n f o r c e m e n t
 
SSSSttttaaaannnnddddaaaarrrrddddiiiizzzzeeeedddd     FFFFiiiieeeelllldddd     SSSSoooobbbbrrrriiiieeeettttyyyy     TTTTeeeessssttttiiiinnnngggg     ((((SSSSFFFFSSSSTTTT))))   AAAAddddvvvvaaaannnncccceeeedddd     RRRRooooaaaaddddssssiiiiddddeeee     IIIImmmmppppaaaaiiiirrrreeeedddd     DDDDrrrriiiivvvviiiinnnngggg     EEEEnnnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     ((((AAAARRRRIIIIDDDDEEEE))))  

MDT  funds  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  to  train  all  law  en Currently  the  SFST  training  program  contains  elements  from  

forcement  in  Standardized  Field  Sobriety  Testing  (SFST)  that  is   ARIDE,  however,  it  doesn’t  include  the  advanced  drug  recog

currently  endorsed  and  adopted  by  NHTSA.   SFSTs  are  the  nition  information  that  ARIDE  will  provide.  

basis  for  all  impaired  driving  investigations  and  are  conducted    

by  many  officers  on  a  very  regular  basis.   The  SFST  program   The  Traffic  Safety  Resource  Officer  for  the  Montana  Highway  

provides  officers  the  necessary  information  to  combat  the  im Patrol  plans  to  bring  ARIDE  training  to  Montana  during  FFY  

paired  driving  problem  that  the  State  of  Montana  faces.  2010.   This  training  is  going  to  be  offered  to  as  many  law  

  enforcement  officers  and  prosecutors  in  Montana  as  possi

Basic  SFST  training  is  taught  at  all  law  enforcement  acad ble.   The  ARIDE  program  will  be  taught  throughout  the  state  

emies  in  the  state  of  Montana  (three  per  year).   Initial  SFST  of  Montana  in  addition  to  SFST  refresher  training.   The  TSRO  

program  training  is  taught  as  a  24  hour  course  as  set  forth  by  has  also  made  ARIDE  a  requirement  to  participate  in  DRE  

NHTSA.     training.  Participants  must  receive  a  grade  of  90%  or  better  

  in  order  to  move  on  to  DRE  training.   

SSSSFFFFSSSSTTTT     RRRReeeecccceeeerrrrttttiiiiffffiiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn////RRRReeeeffffrrrreeeesssshhhheeeerrrr     TTTTrrrraaaaiiiinnnniiiinnnngggg       

Recertification/refresher  training  is  also  conducted  throughout   This  16hour  curriculum  is  designed  to  help  officers  become  

the  state  to  ensure  that  officers  are  informed  regarding  any  more  proficient  at  detecting,  apprehending,  testing  and  

new  aspects  of  the  program.   The  recertification  training  is  an  prosecuting  impaired  drivers.   The  module's  subject  matter  

8  hour  course.     relates  to  two  curriculums,  the  “Standardized  Field  Sobriety  

  Testing”  and  "Drug  Evaluation  and  Classification."  

Montana  is  one  of  the  few  states  in  the  Nation  that  offers  a   

certified  SFST  refresher.   The  Montana  state  SFST  refresher  The  ARIDE  course  bridges  the  gap  between  SFST  training  

course  is  designed  to  give  law  enforcement  officers  updates   and  the  DRE  program.   ARIDE  will  offer  additional  informa

on  technologies  and  to  refresh  the  officer’s  knowledge  of  the  tion  to  law  enforcement  officers  on  detecting  impairment  

testing  procedures.   This  curriculum  has  been  borrowed  by  caused  by  more  than  just  alcohol.   This  is  valuable  because  

other  states  and  is  currently  being  used  as  a  model  for  states   law  enforcement  officers  that  have  not  received  advanced  

around  the  nation.    or  inservice  training  regarding  drug  impairment  tend  to  not  

  be  able  to  identify  these  characteristics  and  may  inadver

In  FFY  2009,  MDT  contracted  with  the  Montana  Highway  Pa tently  release  an  impaired  driver  because  there  was  no  

trol  to  provide  Standard  Field  Sobriety  Testing  (SFST)  refresher  proof  of  alcohol  impairment  from  the  preliminary  breath  

training  to  local  law  enforcement  and  tribal  law  enforcement  in  test.    

conjunction  with  the  Highway  Patrol’s  SFST  training  for  their   

own  officers.    ARIDE  students  should  be  state  certified  or  commissioned  

  law  enforcement  officers  in  a  full  time  paid  capacity  and/or  

The  MHP  conducted  eight  sessions  of  the  SFST  Refresher   prosecutors  responsible  for  the  detection,  arrest,  and  prose

Course  across  the  state  that  included  two  reservation  loca cution  of  DUI  drivers.   Officers  and  prosecutors  that  attend  

tions.   The  curriculum  contained  additional  (new)  information  this  training  should  be  aware  of  the  hazards  caused  by  im

on  gaze  nystagmus,  as  well  as  drowsy  driving,  distracted  driv paired  drivers,  be  motivated  to  arrest  and  prosecute  im

ing,  mental  illness,  and  drugged  driving.   152  officers,  prose paired  drivers,  and  their  duty  assignments  will  enable  them  

cutors,  and  judges  successfully  completed  the  course.   to  spend  the  time  required  to  process  DUI  offenders.   Stu

  dents  that  attend  should  be  familiar  with  the  extent  of  the  

With  the  hiring  of  a  dedicated  Traffic  Safety  Resource  Officer  drug  impaired  driving  problem,  and  must  have  successfully  

for  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol,  all  SFST  training  and  coordi completed  the  basic  Standardized  Field  Sobriety  Testing  

nation was transferred to this position effective April 1, 2009. course. 
(Continued on page 50) 
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(Continued from page 49) 

This course was not designed to be offered in a basic academy to new police recruits. This is an intermediate level course de

signed to offer more than a basic understanding of the impairing effects of drugs (both illicit and licit), alcohol, and/or the com

bination of both. Officers who wish to become a DRE in Montana must attend and satisfactorily pass the ARIDE training 

course. 

R e c o g n i z i n g d r u g  i m p a i r e d d r i v e r s
 

DDDDrrrruuuugggg     RRRReeeeccccooooggggnnnniiiittttiiiioooonnnn     EEEExxxxppppeeeerrrrtttt     ((((DDDDRRRREEEE))))     TTTTrrrraaaaiiiinnnniiiinnnngggg      that  has  seven  major  categories  of  The  following  map  displays  the  location  

A  Drug  Recognition  Expert  (DRE)  is  an  drugs.   These  categories  are  deter of  Montana’s  current  25  DREs  (as  of  

officer  who  has  been  specially  trained   mined  based  on  the  pharmacodynam November  2008).    

to  conduct  an  examination  on  a  person  ics  (the  medically  known  responses  of   

to  determine  if  the  person  is  impaired   drug  use  on  human  physiology)  of  the  The  Traffic  Safety  Resource  Officer  for  

and,  if  so,  whether  the  impairment  is   drug  categories.     the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  hopes  to  

caused  by  drug  use  or  by  a  medical    extend  the  program  statewide.   In  order  

condition.     Once  the  examination  is  completed,  to  facilitate  statewide  coverage,  two  

  the  DRE  is  able  to  determine  which  separate  trainings  would  need  to  be  

This  examination  is  conducted  in  a  con drug  category  or  categories  the  person  conducted.   These  two  trainings  would  

trolled  environment  utilizing  a  stan has  used.   Drug  Recognition  Experts  produce  40  additional  certified  DREs  

dardized  and  systematic  12step  proc can  be  used  in  a  variety  of  ways,  from  for  the  state  of  Montana.   

ess.  The  Drug  Evaluation  and  Classifi DUI  enforcement  to  internal  drug

cation  Program  (DECP)  utilizes  a  format   related  investigations. 



   

                                        

                              

            

             

           

        

           

         

             

 

         

          

           

             

         

            

           

       

             

         

            

       

         

 

 

         

               

           

            

               

             

                 

         
       

           

  

RRRRuuuurrrraaaallll NNNNoooonnnnInInInIntttteeeerrrrssssttttaaaatttteeee AAAArrrrtttteeeerrrriiiiaaaallll SSSSppppeeeeeeeedddd CCCCoooommmmppppaaaarrrriiiissssooonn    onn 
CCCCaaaalllleeeennnnddddaaarr    arr YYYYeeeeaaarr    arr QQQQuuuuaaaarrrrtttteeeerrrr     11    11 QQQQuuuuaaaarrrrtttteeeerrrr     2222      QQQQuuuuaaaarrrrtttteeeerrrr     3333      QQQQuuuuaaaarrrrtttteeeerrrr     4444     

2006  85th  Percentile  72.47  72.79  72.60  71.61  

2007  85th  Percentile  70.98  73.85  71.01  70.36  

2008  85th  Percentile  70.96  71.30  71.71  70.87  

2009  85th  Percentile  71.19  71.99  71.90    
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S p e e d C o n t r o l 

Eightyfive percent of speeds for noninterstate arterials during the last four years have seen a slight decrease in speed. The 

table and chart below outline the steady decline in speed on rural roads in Montana. 

68.00 

69.00 

70.00 

71.00 

72.00 

73.00 

74.00 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Rural Non-Interstate Arterial Speed 

Comparison 

2006 85th Percentile 

2007 85th Percentile 

2008 85th Percentile 

2009 85th Percentile 

L a w E n f o r c e m e n t P u r c h a s e o f 
“ Y o u r S p e e d I s ” t r a i l e r s 
Two enforcement agencies continued 

to report on the speed trailers they re

ceived through MDT funding in previ

ous years. These agencies were the 

Missoula County Sheriff’s Department, 

and the Dawson County Sheriff’s De

partment. 

The trailers contain a speed measure

ment unit with a display of speed for 

passing motorists, plus the ability to 

record data for further analysis. The 

type of data collected is rate of speed 

and time of day. From this data, agen

cies are able to do an analysis of the 

problem times and areas. This enables 

them to develop strategies on where to 

place officers to help them effectively 

apprehend speeders. These trailers 

have been used primarily for speed 

awareness in locations where speed 

was high which included school zones. 

These two agencies have recorded 

data and conducted complex analysis. 

Agencies have reported that they have 

seen a reduction of speed when the 

display is showing passing vehicle 

speeds. Agencies are also reporting a 

reduction in speed related crashes in 

areas where the trailers have been 

used. 
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H i g h C r a s h E n f o r c e m e n t C o r r i d o r s
 

In  federal  fiscal  year  2008  the  Montana  

Highway  Patrol  (MHP)  started  their  Strate

gic  Traffic  Enforcement  Team  (STET),  also  

known  as  RRRRoooovvvviiiinnnngggg     PPPPaaaattttrrrroooollllssss.   
 

This  team  consists  of  a  sergeant  and  five  

troopers  that  conduct  traffic  stops  through  

areas of Montana that data analysts have 

determined as high crash corridors. 

The high crash corridors were identified by 

Montana Department of Transportation 

staff and the MHP using historical 

crash data. This data indentified corridors 

with higher than average numbers of 

crashes and fatalities caused by impaired 

driving, nonseatbelt usage, and speeding 

violations. 

STET moves around the state to these 

high corridors to show a presence of high 

visibility enforcement in these areas. 

The Montana Highway Patrol 
Roving Patrol Team 

The purpose of STET is to detect and 

deter impaired driving, speeding, 

and a host of other traffic safety of

fenses. The Montana Highway Patrol 

also uses STET as an education tool 

to the motoring public. 

MDT continued the MHP’s roving 

patrol program in FFY 2009, focus

ing their efforts on Montana’s high 

crash corridors. 

FFY  2009  saw  a  new  focus  on  “high  

crash  enforcement  corridors”  in  the  

SSSSTTTTEEEEPPPP     contract  requirements.   Special  

attention  by  law  enforcement  is  be

lieved  to  be  one  of  the  contributing  

factors to achievement of the CHSP 

goal to reduce fatalities and incapaci

tating injuries in high crash locations. 

Tpr Martin Tpr Dave 

Tpr Larry 

Neiminen 
Sgt Pete 

Richardson 

Tpr Jim 

Schneider 

337 

Shrock 

258 
Munson 

230 

196 133 

Other 

8
Drug Arrst 

148 

MIP 

1 

Reckless 
0 

Uninsured 

112
Susp Lic 

1 

Speed Citations 

Speed Warning 

Fugitives 
18 

26
Child Restraint 

22 

Seat Belt 

32
DUI Arrests 

14 

628 
552 

554 

541 
758 

762 

940 
546 

Roving Patrol 

Citation Totals for 

FFY 2008 and FFY 2009 

2692 
2517 

2399 
2817 

2535 

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 
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American Indians make up 6.2% of Montana’s population but account for 15.7% of all fatalities (2004—2008 data). 

During the same time period, over 23% of all alcohol related fatalities in Montana were Native American. 

The scope of activities in support of 

occupant protection and impaired 

driving media related activities for 

each tribe included: 

• coordinating with community 

partners 

• writing and distributing news re

leases 

• advocacy for seatbelt and im

paired driving enforcement 

• displays and public engagement 

at community events 

• building a network of safe drivers 

• production and distribution of 

print materials and promotion 

items 

• media advertising and placement 

Media advertising was either earned 

or paid placement in the form of ra

dio, newspapers, posters, and bill

boards. 

The total amount MDT contracted in 

support of SOAR impaired driving me

dia was $159,610. Of that amount, 

$24,000 went toward paid place

ment. 

The remaining amount covered ad

ministrative costs of the contracted 

media agency, wages for the Native 

American interns, production, focus 

groups, and other expenses. 

Paid placement included an impaired 

driving billboard for $588.00 on the 

Northern Cheyenne with the message 

“Your Path…Sober Behind the Wheel” 

from January 09 – September 09.” 

Various radio ads for the Impaired 

Driving Native American Holiday ran 

late December 2008 into January 

2009 on the Flathead, Crow, and 

Northern Cheyenne with specific tags 

for each of those markets. 

The media contractor negotiated a 

paid placement schedule for 

$4399.00 with a matching no charge 

schedule for $4339.00 that aired on 

eight stations. The contractor sent 

PSA letters to all markets asking the 

Because of these statistics, the Na

tive American occupant protection 

and impaired driving public relations 

“Safe on all Roads” (SOAR) program 

which started in 2004 continues to 

this day. The target audience is 

Native American men age 18 – 34. 

The SOAR program is still managed 

by a public relations and communi

cations agency contracted by MDT. 

This agency oversees implementa

tion of this program with the assis

tance of Native American interns 

hired by each tribe. 

The primary strategy is to have occu

pant protection and impaired driving 

media messages developed and 

delivered from within the Native 

American Communities that involves 

the assistance of Native American 

focus groups. 

The reservations that participated in 

this program in FFY 2009 were 

Blackfeet, Flathead, Fort Belknap, 

Fort Peck, Crow, and Rocky Boy’s. 

T R I B A L T R A F F I C S A F E T Y 

S a f e O n A l l R o a d s P r o g r a m 

P a g e 5 3 

During the past five years, 89.2% of Native American occupant fatalities were not buckled. 

Compared to 71.1% of all occupant fatalities (or 63.5% nonNative American fatalities). 

From 2004—2008: 

• 68.9% of Native American fatalities were alcoholrelated. 

• 41.6% of all nonNative American fatalities were alcoholrelated. 
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stations to run the spots in their PSA rotation on their 

stations which the contractor did not purchase for this 

campaign. The media contractor received confirmation 

from the stations they had added the spots to the rota

tion. 

For the Native American Holiday Impaired Driving news

paper the media contractor placed a 5column X 6inch 

black and white newspaper ad with the theme “Empty 

Home” in the following news papers targeting reservation 

populations. This cost of this placement totaled 

$2,825.00: 

Browning Glacier Report (Blackfeet) 

Blaine County Journal News (Fort Belknap) 

Fort Belknap News 

Fort Peck Journal 

Hardin Big Horn County News (Crow) 

Pablo CharKoosta News (Salish & Kootenai) 

From Oct 2008 – June 2009, the SOAR program on each 

reservation in conjunction with partners such as the In

jury Prevention and tribal colleges disseminated impaired 

driving as well as occupant protection messages at com

munity events. These educational events occurred at 

pow wows, the Medicine Wheel event at Blackfeet reser

vation, cultural arts and health fairs, Christmas Bazaar, 

tribal safety planning meetings, community round dances, BIA 

impaired driving simulation events, high school prevention pres

entations, etc. 

As part of the Holiday Christmas Campaign, “Empty Homes”, 

radio and newspaper announcements were utilized. The follow

ing is a 30 minute radio spot on “Empty Home” developed by the 

Fort Peck tribe and aired on other reservations such as Northern 

Cheyenne: 

Sfx: Faint sound of wind, like the wind is blowing 

through an open and abandoned home. 

Voice: “During the winter months the homes of our 

ancestors were full of life, laughter and learn

ing….much like the holiday season today. Our houses 

are full of happiness, love and giving. 

Without your presence your home is empty, like a tipi 

with no covers or a song with no beat. 

Please drive safe, sober and buckled this holiday sea

son and give life to your home—for your family. 

In addition to the radio and newspaper, a fourcolor poster was 

printed and distributed to all seven reservations and Billings 

Area Indian Health Service.” 

MDT funded $159,620 in support of SOAR occupant protection 

media. Approximately $18,200 of that amount funded paid 

placement. The remaining amount went toward administrative 

costs of the contracted media agency, wages for Native Ameri

can interns, production, focus groups, and other expenses. 

Media advertising was either earned or paid placement in the 

form of radio, newspapers, posters, and billboards. 

As paid media, an occupant protection billboard “Buckle Up – 

Live to Ride Again” message was produced and placed on bill

boards from January – September 2009 that reached the follow

ing reservations: Blackfeet, Flathead, Fort Belknap, Fort Peck, 

and Rocky Boys. The total amount for this billboard placement 

was $3,294.00. 

http:3,294.00
http:2,825.00
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S O A R P r o g r a m ( c o n t . ) 

Multiple radio spots were written and produced for Occupant Protection Native American Valentine’s Day 2009 campaign in 

February 2009. Total placement for radio cost $4696.00. Bonus value was $4696.00. 

The following is an example of a Valentine’s Day Radio 

message played on the reservations: 

:30 Kicking Bird rode into camp yelling “I have 

jewels, I have jewels.”  As he presented the jew

els to his wife she looked and said “Ah Balo

ney.”  Oh Hahabalone shell jewelry was born 

and is still worn proudly today. Give your sweet

heart a gift that no amount of jewels can buy. 

The gift is life. Please buckle up and Drive So

ber. This message is brought to you by the 

Montana Department of Transportation and 

your local tribal college. 

For the Native American Valentine’s 2009 campaign, 

the media contractor placed a 3column X 8inch black 

and white news paper ad targeting reservation popula

tions. This paid newspaper placement totaled 

$2,974.00. 

2009 Valentine’s Day campaign uses a cultural
 
symbol and humor to convey a buckleup message
 

On behalf of the Occupant Protection Native American Box Elder 

(Rocky Boy’s Reservation) Basketball 2009 campaign, the media 

contractor placed a radio spot for $278.00 and received a bonus 

value of $278.00. Other reservations that had similar occupant 

protection events included Fort Peck and Fort Belknap. 

In January 2009, the SOAR program distributed 2500 posters 

with a seatbelt message as earned media. The poster was devel

oped with the help of the SOAR coordinators and a network of 

advisors on the reservations. 

The poster features a historic photo of George Old Person of the 

Blackfeet Tribe that says: “On the Road of Live—Drive Safe, Sober 

& Wear a Seat Belt.” 

For more details and information about the SOAR program im

paired driving and occupant protection campaigns please access 

the following web link: wwwwwwwwwwww....ssssaaaaffffeeeeoooonnnnaaaallllllllrrrrooooaaaaddddssss....ccccoooommmm. 

http:www.safeonallroads.com
http:2,974.00
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T r i b a l L a w E n f o r c e m e n t i n S T E P
 

MDT contracts with law enforcement agencies throughout 

Montana to participate in the Selective Traffic Enforcement 

Program (STEP) that include the following Tribal Law En

forcement Agencies: 

1. Chippewa Cree Law Enforcement 

2. Confederated Salish and Kootenai Law Enforcement 

3. Fort Peck Law and Justice 

(For information about nonNative American state and local 

law enforcement agencies traffic enforcement efforts please 

refer to the Police Traffic Services section.) 

Tribal law enforcement agencies conducted yearround sus

tained enforcement from October 1, 2008 to September 30, 

2009. They participated in the two national mobilizations, 

Memorial Day and Labor Day, as well as staterequired over

time activities around July 4th and the Christmas/New Years 

time frames. 

Although the Memorial Day mobilization media focused on 

seatbelt enforcement, and the Labor Day media focused on 

impaired driving, at a practical level, law enforcement used 

both mobilization time periods to address both traffic safety 

issues. 

495 citations were written by all 3 tribes during the sustained 

enforcement and mobilization time periods: 

134 DUI 

41 Seatbelt 

3 Child Restraint 

317 Speeding 

As much as possible, tribal law enforcement spent 50 per

cent of their time enforcing impaired driving violations and 

50 percent of their time enforcing seatbelt usage during the 

same traffic stop. They were expected to cite motorists for 

other traffic related violations during the same traffic stop. 

The Reservations in Montana, as a part of the Bureau of In

dian Affairs, Indian Highway Safety programs and the Mon

tana Department of Transportation STEP program conducted 

DUI and Seatbelt Checkpoints in strategic areas throughout 

the reservation. 

The laws on the reservations in Montana allow tribal law en

forcement agencies to establish DUI and Seatbelt check

points with the purpose of either apprehending an impaired 

driver or checking for driver’s and occupant restraint sys

tems. These checkpoints are also used as an opportunity to 

educate motorists about seatbelt and child safety seat use. 

The SHTSB Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) encouraged tribal 

law enforcement agencies to work with nontribal law en

forcement agencies such as the Montana Highway Patrol and 

county sheriff’s offices to assist in safety spot checks as part 

of the STEP program. SHTSB will continue to encourage 

other Native American law enforcement agencies to join the 

STEP overtime program in FFY 2010. 
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P r e v e n t i o n o f R a c i a l P r o f i l i n g
 
MDT has devoted staff time and re

sources addressing the prevention 

of Racial Profiling on and around the 

reservations made possible with 

NHTSA Section 1906 funds. 

In FFY 2009, SHSTB continued a 

contract with the Montana Highway 

Patrol to develop an integrated soft

ware solution for tracking citations 

and trooper contacts as a means to 

identify if racial profiling is occurring 

or not occurring. This will be accom

plished through gathering and re

porting data on traffic stops and citi

zen initiated contact data on a state

wide basis by race and comparing 

that to Bureau of Census informa

tion. 

For example, a routine traffic stop will 

generate data such as time and loca

tion of stop; the officer involved; the 

person stopped; the officer’s percep

tion of their race/ethnicity; the vehicle 

being driven at the time; whether a 

citation or warning was issued or if no 

action was taken. 

The data collected provides supervisors 

of law enforcement personnel a 

mechanism for recognizing if and when 

racial profiling is occurring so that they 

can take appropriate actions. The in

tegrity of the data is preserved by pro

tections that disallow any changes to 

critical fields by troopers and their im

mediate supervisors. This includes 

time, date, race, and location of stop 

and any data retrieved from Depart

ment of Motor Vehicle and other data 

bases. All of the historical information is 

archived, including patrol patterns by geo

graphic location, by trooper ID number, 

and by actions taken. 

By June 2009, public viewing of the racial 

profiling data application through the 

World Wide Web was completed and made 

available on the MHP home page: 
www.doj.mt.gov/enforcement/highwaypatrol/ 

forms/trafficstops/trafficstopsreportytd.pdf. 

This information is updated on a monthly 

basis and shows a listing of citations bro

ken out by race. In FFY 2010, MHP will 

train several local law enforcement agen

cies on how to use this system. They will 

have the ability to retrieve racial profiling 

related data to help prove or disprove ra

cial profiling is taking place within their 

jurisdiction. 

M o n t a n a S h e r i f f s & P e a c e O f f i c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n
 

In FFY 2009, SHSTB contracted with 

the Montana Sheriffs and Peace Offi

cers Association (MSPOA) to conduct 

outreach to local law enforcement 

agencies and tribal governments. The 

purpose of this contract was to 

change the conversation about law 

enforcement in Montana and racial 

profiling. 

MSPOA’s efforts have included en

couraging local law enforcement to 

adopt model policies that comply with 

the Montana state law (MCA § 442

117) for the prevention of racial pro

filing. This includes collecting and 

analyzing ethnic data on stops and 

citations. 

During FFY 2009, the contractor vis

ited every reservation in Montana, and 

numerous sheriff’s offices and police 

departments, especially those on or 

near reservations. 

MSPOA staff met with Native Ameri

can legislators and has established 

working relationships around the is

sue of racial profiling and race rela

tions generally with the following or

ganizations: 

•	 Montana Association of Counties 

•	 Montana Municipal Insurance
 
Authority
 

•	 Montana Police Protective Asso

ciation
 

•	 Montana Association of Chiefs of 
Police 

•	 Montana Highway Patrol 

•	 Montana Law Enforcement Academy 

•	 Montana County Attorneys Association 

•	 all state or local law enforcement 
agencies or local government agen
cies with a stake in the outcome of 
this project. 

www.doj.mt.gov/enforcement/highwaypatrol


           

                                      

                               

                 

                 

                 

            

          

 

           

           

         

            

               

                 

                 

         

               

              

 

         

       

             

               

 

             

                     

                   

         

                    

              

               

                

                     

     

 

             

            

                 

         

 

             

               

                 

              

             

           

     

       

   

                     

                          

                        

               

   P a g e 5 8 

L a w E n f o r c e m e n t E q u i p m e n t
 

MDT provided funding to Fort Peck tribes to purchase DUI related equipment (portable breath testing devices and incar video 

systems) to help local law enforcement agencies participating in STEP establish probable cause to apprehend impaired driv

ers. 

This equipment was also made available to other non

Native American law enforcement agencies in Montana. 

During FFY 2007, MDT provided $731,350 to the Forensic 

I n t o x i l y z e r 8 0 0 0 
Training and technical support continued in FFY 2009. 

To date, five of Montana’s seven reservations have received 

Intoxilyzers from DOJ, with one placement pending on the 

Sciences Division of the Montana Depart

Joel Diaz, Ronan Highway Safety Officer
 

Blackfeet. The only reservation currently not 

ment of Justice (DOJ) to procure and deploy participating is Crow Agency. 

110 Intoxilyzer 8000’s across the state. 

For information about use of Intoxilizer 

After the instruments were purchased, pro 8000’s by nonNative American state and 

grammed, and distributed, Forensic Sci local law enforcement agencies, please re

ences staff provided training to local, state, fer to the Police Traffic Services Section. 

and tribal law enforcement across the state. 

R o n a n H i g h w a y S a f e t y O f f i c e r 

In FFY 2009 the Montana Department of Transporta

tion introduced a pilot program in the City of Ronan by 

funding a police officer to focus their efforts on traffic 

enforcements including identifying and stopping im

paired drivers. The City of Ronan is located on the 

Flathead reservation. This officer patrols Highway 93 

within their jurisdiction looking for impaired drivers and 

other traffic violators. MDT has identified this highway 

as a high crash corridor because of its history of high 

alcoholrelated fatalities. 

The Ronan Police Department is implementing a multi

tiered education and enforcement approach. The offi

cer contracted by MDT works four days a week focus

ing on traffic enforcement. 

The Ronan Police Department reminds the public 

through radio and newspapers that they are out en

forcing traffic laws and making the roads safer for eve

ryone. They also distribute traffic safety related materi

als through their crime prevention program that 

reaches adults and teen drivers. 

Part of their program also supplements the full time traffic officer 

with one STEP overtime shift per week for any officer to work. This 

provides the City of Ronan five days of coverage for traffic patrols. 

We expect to continue this program in FFY 2010. 
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S F S T   T r a i n i n g  

Recertification/refresher training is conducted through


out the state to ensure that officers are informed re


garding any new aspects of the Standardized Field So


briety Training (SFST) program.   

 

The recertification training is an 8 hour course.   In FFY 

2009, MDT contracted with the Montana Highway Patrol 

to provide Standard Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) re


fresher training to local law enforcement and tribal law 

enforcement in conjunction with the Highway Patrol’s 

SFST training for their own officers.   

 

Tribes that participated in this training included:  

Fort Belknap, Rocky Boy’s, Northern Cheyenne, and Fort 

Peck.  

For more details about the SFST Refresher Course, including 

ARIDE, please refer to the Police Traffic Services section. 

Advanced 
Impaired Driving 
Enforcement
 

Provided by 

The Montana Highway Patrol
 

And
 

Montana Department of Transportation 

N a t i v e   A m e r i c a n   D r i v e r   E d u c a t i o n   P r o g r a m  

Some of Montana’s Native American reservations have too few high schools offering driver education classes for their teens.  

This program recruits teachers from reservations who are interested in and committed to becoming driver education teachers.   

 

During FFY 2009, two Native American instructors (from the Crow and Blackfeet reservations) became certified to teach driver 

education.  These newly certified instructors are now offering the program during the school year as part of the class in order 

to make it more accessible to their eligible teen population.  By training during the school day and over a semester timeframe, 

the chances of a teen having to drop because of too many absences are greatly reduced.  This is a good example of adjusting 

a program to meet the needs of a specific culture.   

4 – d a y   N a t i o n a l  
C P S   C e r t i f i c a t i o n  
T r a i n i n g  

One of the six 4day Child Passenger Safety 

(CPS) certification trainings was sponsored by 

the Billings Area Indian Health Services who 

received a grant from the Bureau of Indian Af


fairs.   

 

Fourteen Native Americans from across Mon


tana attended.  For more details about the 4


T r i b a l   D U I   C o u r t  

MDT funded 5 DUI court teams to attend training in 2009 which 

included Judge Danna Runsabove and team from the Fort Peck 

Tribal Court.    

 

In FFY 2010 the tribe is contracted by MDT to implement their 

DUI court based upon the 10 guiding principles of the DUI court 

model established by the National Association of Drug Court Pro

fessionals and the National Drug Court Institute.   

 

Please refer to the Impaired Driving section for more details 

about the other DUI Court programs.  
day National CPS Certification Training, please 

refer to the Occupant Protection section. 



 

       
       

         

     

     

   

         

     

         

   

     

         

         

      

 

     

         

           

           

     

     

     

           

       

             

    

   

     

           

           

         

         

       

         

  

 

         

       

       

     

            

     

         

         

   

     

 

         

       

       

       

       

       

  

 

         

       

       

         

             

         

       

 

         

       

       

       

           

       

       

         

           

         

       

         

  

 

         

           

     

     

  

         

             

         

         

       

 

         

            

        

     

   

S u p p o r t f o r m o t o r c y c l i s t a w a r e n e s s 
t r a i n i n g i n D r i v e r s E d u c a t i o n 

In FFY 2009, using Section 

2010 grant monies, 

Montana Department of 

Transportation (MDT) 

continued to fund a media 

company $75,000 to 

develop a website for MDT 

outlining Motorcycle 

Awareness tips and 

includes a share the road 

message tag lined as “One 

Sided Match Ups.” 

This campaign’s message 

demonstrates is that it is 

In 2009 SHTSB in cooperation with 

MMRS and the Office of Public 

Instruction distributed 350 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation’s 

(MSF) “Intersection Modules” 

known as toolkits to all driver 

education teachers throughout the 

state of Montana to use in their 

classes. 

M O T O R C Y C L E S A F E T Y 

M o t o r c y c l e S a f e t y W e b s i t e 

not a fair fight between a 

car and a motorcycle. If a 

car hits a motorcycle the 

likelihood of death for the 

motorcyclist is higher than 

for a passenger in a 

vehicle. 

The web site continued to 

suggest 10 top motorcycle 

routes located in strategic 

places throughout the 

state. The intent is to get 

motorcyclists to the 

website and view the route 

they plan to take and 

accompanying safety 

related information. 

The current routes for the 

website were chosen by 

MDT’s Traffic & Safety 

Bureau familiar with the 

safety aspects of these 

roads from an engineering 

perspective. 

The web site is being 

discontinued in FFY 2010. 

MDT experienced little or 

The SHTSB also provided MMRS 

with 15 toolkits to distribute to their 

instructors to use during their 

motorcycle training sessions. 

The toolkits are MSF’s newest 

approach to enhancing motorist 

awareness of motorcycles. The 

program combines personal stories 

no interest in the web site 

from the public. There 

were fewer than two 

hundred hits on the web 

site in 2008 and again in 

2009 the web site had 

fewer than two hundred 

hits and was infected by 

spammers. 

The web site safety tips 

and links will be moved to 

the existing MDT 

motorcycle safety web 

sites. 

and character development with a 

dramatic new look at a crash scene. 

The toolkit contains three separate 

13minute DVD’s that appeal to 

adults, teens, and commercial 

drivers. 

RiderCoach® Udell Sharp gives 
instruction to a student at the 

Helena site for Montana 
Motorcycle Rider Safety 

P a g e 6 0 
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For FFY2009, the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee approved the allocation and expenditure of $377,111 of 

Section 408 funds to three different projects supporting the improvement of Montana’s Traffic Records System, plus 

$156,379 for administrative and indirect costs. 

Each funded project links directly to one or more of the objectives and accompanying strategies contained in the 

Montana Traffic Records Strategic Plan. The expenditure plan as represented by the table, below, includes 

$1,010,105 in previous years carry forward from unexpended Section 408 funds. 

T R A F F I C R E C O R D S 

FFY2009 Sectio  408 Expended FundingFFY2009 Sectio  408 Expended FundingFFY2009 Sectio  408 ExpFFY2009 Secti nnn ended Fundingon 408 Expended Funding AmountAmountAmountAmount 

Traffic Records Assessment $ 24,181 

MDT Traffic Safety Web Services 287,702 

DPHHS Health Information & Resource Management System 65,228 

Administrative Costs 87,756 

Indirect Costs 68,665 

FFY2009 TotalFFY2009 TotalFFY2009 TotalFFY2009 Total $  533,704$  533,704$  533,704$  533,704 

MDT/Court System Interface 182 

The State of Montana continues to make significant invest

ments in the applications and processes that make up the 

traffic records system. Both federal and state funds have 

contributed to the progress of many projects currently un

derway. 

The following projects are funded (wholly or in part) by 

sources outside Federal Section 408 funds: 

• $140,000 to the Department of Transportation to con

tinue the creation of a spatially enabled road network. 

• $10,050 to the Department of Transportation for tech

nical support to the CISCOenabled reservations in their 

work gathering crash data. 

• $537,027 to the Department of Justice to continue the 

implementation of the IJIS (Integrated Justice Informa

tion Sharing) Broker. 

• $70,000 to the Department of Public Health and 

Human Services for statewide deployment of the 

OPHI (Online PreHospital Information) system to 

EMS providers. 

• $315,000 to the Office of the Court Administrator 

to continue training the District Courts in the use of 

FullCourt for entering case filings. 

• $814,995 to the Department of Justice for continu

ing implementation of the CTSAmerica Record 

Management System with the Montana Highway 

Patrol. 

A d d i t i o n a l F u n d i n g 

P a g e 6 1 
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T r a f f i c R e c o r d s A s s e s s m e n t
 

In March 2009, NHTSA facilitated a 

second Traffic Records Assessment in 

Montana. The purpose was to deter

mine whether Montana’s traffic re

cords system is capable of supporting 

the State’s need to identify safety 

problems, to manage the countermea

sures applied to reduce or eliminate 

those problems, and to evaluate those 

programs for their effectiveness. 

A similar assessment was conducted 

in 2004 that offered a number of rec

ommendations to improve the traffic 

records system. Montana has made 

notable progress since that time, with 

some of the more noteworthy achieve

ments including: 

•	 Establishing a Traffic Records Co

ordinating Committee (TRCC) and 

executing Memoranda of Under

standing with participating stake

holders. 

•	 Implementing the CTS America 

field data collection software for 

electronic upload of crash reports 

to the Montana Highway Patrol. 

•	 Developmental work for the new 

registration and titling system, 

MERLIN, which has created a cli

entoriented database of vehicles 

and drivers and stimulated im

provements to the legacy driver 

system still in use. 

•	 Integrating the citation data legacy 

systems with the FullCourt Case 

Management System in order to 

establish a statewide Court Cen

tral Repository of arrests and dis

positions. 

Despite many efforts to upgrade as

pects of the system, some issues still 

remain regarding the ability of the pre

sent traffic records system to support 

Montana’s management of its highway 

safety programs. A few examples are: 

•	 Montana is operating two crash 

records systems based on three 

different report forms, and not all 

law enforcement agencies provide 

crash records. 

•	 No citations are being transmitted 

electronically from any ecitation 

applications being used by law en

forcement agencies directly to the 

courts now. 

•	 Presently there is limited use of and 

access to the data in the Court Cen

tral Repository. 

•	 Montana does not have a complete 

or funded statewide injury surveil

lance system (SWISS) at this time. 

•	 There are multiple roadway location 

referencing methods supported in 

the Transportation Information Sys

tem, this presents some minor prob

lems in correlating the proper crash 

locations and road features. 

The Traffic Records Assessment report 

identified an extensive number of recom

mendations to improve the State’s re

cord keeping systems. In order to re

spond to these recommendations, Mon

tana will be reviewing and updating the 

current Traffic Records Strategic Plan, 

including use of the guidelines for per

formance measures being recommended 

by NHTSA. 

T r a f f i c S a f e t y W e b S e r v i c e s
 

The Traffic Records Coordinating Committee approved the installed and prepared for Broker deployment, along with ini

funds to allow work to begin on the deployment of web ser tial web services. 

viceenabling framework and supporting architecture within 

MDT in April 2009. The web services will insulate business The project also includes establishing web service interactions 

partners from each other’s technical dependencies, support between MDT’s Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) implemen

flexibility and accommodate change, as well as provide sta tation and the Integrated Justice Information Services Broker 

bility and security. (IJIS Broker) such that court disposition data related to traffic 

events, and MHP crash and fatality data can be acquired via 

MDT began by establishing the environment to support the the IJIS Broker and used by MDT safety agencies. The State

web services and serviceoriented middleware. In June ment of Work for this phase was signed late in September and 

2009, MDT purchased the ORACLE SOA suite with BPEL and the project began in October 2009. 

the Web Logic Application Server. The new environment is 
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H e a l t h I n f o r m a t i o n & R e s o u r c e
 

The Montana Department of Public Health and Human Ser

vices, EMS & Trauma Systems Section, is developing a 

Health Information and Resource Management System 

(HIRMS) which represents a secure, webbased software 

solution enabling improved decisionmaking through the 

timely delivery of accurate and uniform data to the appropri

ate entities. 

Among numerous modules being developed and imple

mented in HIRMS, the Online PreHospital Information 

(OPHI) module enables EMS services to collect initial patient 

care information through a secure, webbased tool. This 

software application records similar information as the tradi

tional paper patient care reports, but vastly improves the 

timeliness, accuracy, and uniformity of the data collected. 

This project is laying the foundation for sharing enhanced 

EMS data. This information supports datadriven opera

tional decisions and performance measures related to high

way traffic safety. The information will provide more detail in 

responses to data requests from other state agencies, 

health care systems and entities, legislators, insurance com

panies, and private citizens. 

M a n a g e m e n t S y s t e m
 

The Online PreHospital Information 
module enables EMS providers to 

collect initial patient care 
information through a 
secure, webbased tool. 

C T S  A m e r i c a P u b l i c S a f e t y S y s t e m
 
MidSeptember 2009 marked the completion of the first full 

year with the CTSAmerica Computer Aided Dis

patch/Records Management System (CAD/RMS) in produc

tion with the Montana Highway Patrol (MHP). The imple

mentation began with a twoday training for all the state 

patrol troopers in Montana and since that time has been 

supplemented with additional trainings based on various 

agencies’ needs. 

As is true for starting any new system, there were a number 

of problems, but everyone has worked diligently to over

come them. The system has been upgraded a number of 

times and work continues to ensure all system users’ needs 

are met. 

The next step is to implement a webbased crash reporting 

system developed in order for local law enforcement to input 

their crashes directly into the MHP’s new system. Currently, 

local law enforcement are submitting their crash data into the 

Montana Accident Reporting System (MARS). 

Until local law enforcement have a means to submit data to 

the CTSAmerica system, Montana will have two systems con

taining crash data. A contract is being developed to initiate 

the webbased crash reporting system for local law enforce

ment and the work should begin in January 2010. 



        
                                  

                                          

                                  

                                   

   

     
     

             

             

                 
 

               

                     

                  

                 

       

 

                     

           

               

             

                    

                        

                   

       

 

                     

               

                 

             

                     

               

        

       

           

       

           

             

         

           

     

     

        

FFFFFFFFYYYY2222000011110000 SSSSeeeeccccttttiiiioooonnnn 444400008888 AAAApppppppprrrroooovvvveeeedddd FFFFuuuunnnnddddiiiinnnngggg PPPPrrrrooooppppoooossssaaaallll AAAAmmmmoooouuuunnnntttt 

MDT/Court System Interface $175,000 

MDT Traffic Safety Web Services $201,088 

MHP InCar Systems $250,000 

MHP CTSAmerica System Trainer FTE $87,000 

Local Law Enforcement WebBased Crash Reporting $115,000 

Local Law Enforcement Hardware $355,000 

DPHHS WebBased EMS Data Entry $4,000 

Administrative Costs $97,000 

Indirect Costs $152,738 

FFFFFFFFYYYY2222000011110000 TTTToooottttaaaallll $$$$1111,4,4,4,433336666,,,,888822226666 
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S y s t e m F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y 
The Montana Department of Transportation initiated a feasi

bility study process to evaluate alternatives for implement

ing a new Safety Information Management System (SIMS). 

The current Safety Management System (SMS) was last up

dated in the mid1990s and while it is functionally robust, it 

is difficult to use. System stakeholders are requesting a 

new system which utilizes more current technology, as well 

as being more userfriendly. 

The goal of the SIMS feasibility study was to identify and 

document business and technical information surrounding 

the current SMS, research and document options, and pro

P e r f o r m a n c e M e a s u r e s 

vide recommendations to move the proposed SIMS applica

tion forward. The study looked at various vendors and queried 

other states in order to review current systems that are in use. 

The members of the study found no existing systems provided 

all the needed features. 

Ultimately, the final recommendation of the study is for MDT to 

proceed with detailed requirements for the SIMS application 

and then construct a request for proposal process which al

lows vendors to propose either a transfer, commercialoffthe

shelf or custom product based on the solution that the vendor 

believes will provide the best value to MDT. 

When Montana initially completed the Traffic Records Strategic Plan (TRSP), based on the recommendations from the 2004 

Traffic Records Assessment, performance measures were established for each project in the TRSP. 

In the Section 408 Interim Progress Report, dated 04/14/2009, Montana was able to demonstrate measurable success in 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) completeness. The number of EMS providers submitting run reports to the Online Pre

Hospital Information System – Patient Care Record module increased from 2 providers in July 2008 to 17 providers in Febru

ary 2009, with 1,322 complete EMS run reports collected electronically. 

Recently, NHTSA produced a white paper that will provide a minimum set of data quality performance measures for traffic re

cords system. As Montana reviews and updates the TRSP, this paper will help guide Montana in creating performance meas

ures that are useful and specific to our system. 

F u t u r e 4 0 8 E x p e n d i t u r e s 
The Traffic Records Coordinating Committee has approved the Section 408 funding proposal for FFY2010. Many of these pro

jects will also benefit from funds outside the Section 408. More information on these projects, including how each ties to the 

NHTSA objectives for traffic records systems, are included in the Montana Traffic Records Strategic Plan. The proposed expen

diture plan as represented by the table, below, includes $976,525 in previous years carry forward from unexpended Section 

408 funds. 
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F I N A N C I A L S U M M A R Y 

During FFY 2009, Montana successfully applied for and received funding from the National Highway Traffic Safety Admini

stration via Section 405 (Occupant Protection), 408 (Traffic Records), 410 (Impaired Driving Prevention), 1906 (Prevention 

of Racial Profiling), and 2010 (Motorcycle Safety. Base level funding under Section 402 was received following the submis

sion of a Performance Plan, in accordance with federal law. Section 154 and 163 Penalty Transfer funds carried forward 

from 2008 into FFY 2009 were either expended or carried forward into FFY 2010. 

Funding for many programs, such as law enforcement, tribal traffic safety, and media production, are incorporated into the 

categories of Impaired Driving and Occupant Protection listed below. 

As required by federal law, at least 40 percent of Section 402 funds were spent at the local level by city, county, or tribal 

governments. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

Montana FFY 2009 Financial Summary 

1 Planning & Administration 3.28% 

2 Impaired Driving 44.03% 

3 Motorcycle Safety 2.22% 

4 Occupant Protection 19.23% 

5 Police Traffic Services 4.44% 

6 Traffic Records 13.82% 

7 Speed 1.7% 

9 Paid Media 11.28% 

402 405 408 410 1906 2010 154 163 Total 

1 Planning & Admin 136,054 $ $ $ $ 62,450 $ $ $ $ $ 198,504 

2 Impaired Driving $ 541,887 $  $  $ 2,003,619 $  $  $ 116,578 $  $ 2,662,084 

3 Motorcycle Safety $ 21,534 $  $  $  $  $ 112,738 $  $  $ 134,272 

4 Occupant Protection $ 932,671 $ 203,039 $  $  $  $  $  $ 26,843 $ 1,162,553 

5 Police Traffic Services $ 86,157 $  $  $  $ 168,264 $  $  $ 14,318 $ 268,739 

6 Traffic Records $ 83,941 $  $ 533,704 $  $ 217,953 $  $  $  $ 835,598 

7 Speed $ 102,753 $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 102,753 

9 Paid Media $  $ 85,545 $  $ 369,077 $  $  $ 15,619 $ 211,966 $ 682,207 

Total $ 1,904,997 $ 288,584 $ 533,704 $ 2,372,696 $ 448,667 $ 112,738 $ 132,197 $ 253,127 $ 6,046,710 



 

       

           

   

 

 

 

           

             

             

              

           

   

 

                                         

         

             

           

           

         

           

         

           

   

 

           

           

         

             

       

       

           

            

           

         

           

         

        

         

         

        

       

           

         

    

 

           

       

           

            

         

           

         

 

                                         

    

             

            

         

         

            

         

         

           

         

         

     

 

         

           

             

           

             

          

           

  

 

           

             

         

       

          

       

           

       

 

                                                 

         

           

         

            

         

          

           

       

 

 

                                                 

    

           

         

             

           

        

       

               

   

    

                                                 

    

       

         

       

             

 

   

Montana’s 2009 legislative session 

did not yield significant advances for 

traffic safety. 

I M P A I R E D 
D R I V I N G 

The most promising piece of DUI leg

islation to pass was SJR 39, which 

calls for a study of Montana’s DUI 

laws. The true impact of that study 

will be known during the 2011 Legis

lative Session. 

HB 536HB 536HB 536HB 536  Revise interlock ignitionRevise interlock ignitionRevise interlock ignitionRevise interlock ignition 

device requirementsdevice requirementsdevice requirementsdevice requirements 

The passage of HB 536 amended the 

requirement in MCA § 615208 that 

individuals convicted of a second or 

subsequent DUI offense receive a 

license suspension of one year, with 

no provision for a probationary li

cense to be issued during this pe

riod. 

Effective October 1, 2009, HB 536 

allows a repeat DUI offender to re

ceive a probationary license after 

completing at least 45 days of the 

oneyear license suspension provided 

the offender receives a recommenda

tion from the convicting court for 

such a license. There is no require

ment that the individual must be in

volved in treatment or successfully 

participating in a treatment court to 

be eligible for this probationary li

cense. During the probationary pe

riod, the offender receives a re

stricted driving privilege that limits 

driving to interlocked vehicles. With

out this recommendation, the individ

ual would remain subject to the one

year license suspension and vehicle 

forfeiture proceedings. 

The bill passed, placing Montana out 

of compliance with federal require

ments for repeat DUI offenders (23 

U.S.C. § 164). Montana intends to 

commit 100 percent of penalty trans

fer funds to the engineering hazard 

elimination program in FFY 2010. 

HB 211HB 211HB 211HB 211  Responsible alcohol vendorResponsible alcohol vendorResponsible alcohol vendorResponsible alcohol vendor 

actactactact 

This bill passed the House and was 

later withdrawn in the Senate. The 

bill would have represented an un

funded mandate for the Department 

of Revenue (DOR). Instead, the DOR 

has proposed changes to the Admin

istrative Rules that would provide 

businesses an incentive, or reward, to 

have their employees trained in Re

sponsible Alcohol Sales & Service 

training (RASS). 

The proposal would lessen the penal

ties for bars, casinos and stories 

caught selling alcohol to minors if all 

their employees are trained in RASS 

within 30 days of hire, and annually 

thereafter. A hearing was held No

vember 18 and the outcome is pend

ing. 

If adopted, the proposed changes 

would expire in 18 months, giving the 

Revenue Department a chance to 

evaluate their effectiveness before 

deciding whether to retain them. 

Montana’s penalties for firstviolation 

sales to minors already are among 

the most lenient nationally. 

SB 438SB 438SB 438SB 438  Regulate sale of alcoholicRegulate sale of alcoholicRegulate sale of alcoholicRegulate sale of alcoholic 

energy drinksenergy drinksenergy drinksenergy drinks 

This bill limits the sale of alcohol

containing energy drinks to stores 

that are licensed to sell liquor. Previ

ously, these were sold at supermar

kets and convenience stores. Often 

these drinks are very similar in ap

pearance to nonalcoholic energy 

drinks. 

HB 216HB 216HB 216HB 216  Increase penalty for felonyIncrease penalty for felonyIncrease penalty for felonyIncrease penalty for felony 

DUIDUIDUIDUI 

This bill proposed to increase the 

incarceration time from 13 months 

to 3 years for an offender convicted 

of a fourth or subsequent offense 

DUI. There were fiscal considera

tions to increasing incarceration 

time, and the bill died in the Senate 

Judiciary Committee. 

HB 400HB 400HB 400HB 400  Revise alcohol content ofRevise alcohol content ofRevise alcohol content ofRevise alcohol content of 

beerbeerbeerbeer 

The Montana Legislature approved 

this measure allowing craft brewers 

permission to increase alcohol con

tent from 7 percent up to 14 per

L E G I S L A T I O N 
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cent.  The  law  also  allows  beer  and  wine  vendors  to  sell  these   
TTTTrrrrooooooooppppeeeerrrr DDDDaaaavvvviiiidd AA. G. Grraahahamm  highalcohol  beers.  dd AA. G. Grraahahamm    

MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     HHHHiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyy     PPPPaaaattttrrrroooollll     
     End  of  Watch:  Tuesday,  October  9,  2007  
HHHHBBBB     333377776666    AAAAllllccccoooohhhhoooollll////ddddrrrruuuugggg     tttteeeesssstttt     ffffoooorrrr     DDDDUUUUIIII     aaaassss     ccccoooonnnnddddiiiittttiiiioooonnnn     ooooffff     pppprrrroooobbbbaaaattttiiiioooonnnn     oooorrrr          

BBBBiiiiooooggggrrrraaaapppphhhhiiiiccccaaaallll     IIIInnnnffffoooo sssseeeennnntttteeeennnncccceeee     
AAAAggggeeee::::  36  

This  bill  was  loosely  modeled  after  the  South  Dakota’s  24/7  pro TTTToooouuuurrrr     ooooffff     DDDDuuuuttttyyyy::::  1  year,  2  months  
gram,  however,  it  would  have  been  impractical  to  implement  as   BBBBaaaaddddggggeeee     NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr::::  224  

written.   The  bill  was  tabled  in  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  
IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt     DDDDeeeettttaaaaiiiillllssss     

 
CCCCaaaauuuusssseeee     ooooffff     DDDDeeeeaaaatttthhhh::::  Automobile  accident  

HHHHBBBB     333300004444         NNNNaaaammmmeeee     ppppoooorrrrttttiiiioooonnnn     ooooffff     UUUUSSSS     HHHHiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyy     2222     aaaafffftttteeeerrrr     HHHHiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyy     PPPPaaaattttrrrroooollll      DDDDaaaatttteeee     ooooffff     IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt::::  Tuesday,  October  9,  2007  

ooooffffffffiiiicccceeeerrrr     DDDDaaaavvvviiiidddd     GGGGrrrraaaahhhhaaaammmm      
Trooper  David  Graham  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  on  

MHP  Trooper  Graham  was  killed  by  a  distracted  driver.   This  bill  Highway  2,  in  Kalispell,  while  on  patrol.  An  oncoming  pickup  
passed  and  became  law.   The  event  of  naming  a  portion  of  US  truck  crossed  into  his  lane  and  struck  his  patrol  car  headon.  

 
Highway  2  after  Trooper  Graham  led  to  the  instigation  and  pas

Trooper  Graham  had  served  with  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  for  
sage  of  SJR  39. 14  months.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  three  children.  

SSSSJRJRJRJR     33339999     ––––     SSSSttttuuuuddddyyyy     MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa’’’’ssss     DDDDUUUUIIII     llllaaaawwwwssss      tive  committee.   The  Interim  Law  &  Jus Input  from  the  public  is  welcome.   
SJR  39  emerged  at  the  very  end  of  the  ses tice  Committee  first  met  on  SJR  39  on   Information  about  the  committee  
sion,  following  the  funeral  service  of  Mon August  3,  2009,  with  subsequent  meet meetings  is  available  online  at  
tana  Highway  Patrol  Trooper  Mike  Haynes.    ings  held  September  2829  and  Decem http://leg.mt.gov/css/Committees/  
The  trooper  had  died  in  a  headon  collision   ber  17—18,  2009.   Future  meetings  are   interim/2009_2010/Law_and_Justice/  
with  a  drunk  driver.   Senate  Joint  Resolu       default.asp.  scheduled for the following dates: 
tion  39  calls  for  a  study  of  Montana’s  DUI    February  8,  2010  
laws.     The  findings  and  recommendations  April  5,  2010  
  of  the  committee  will  be  presented  May  17  and  18,  2010  
Unlike  a  similar  resolution  passed  in  2007   to  Montana’s  2011  Legislature.  July  12,  2010  
(SJR  2),  SJR  39  was  assigned  to  a  legisla  

September  3,  2010  

 TTTTrrrrooooooooppppeeeerrrr EEEEvvvvaaaannnn FFFFrrrreeeeddddeeeerrrriiiicccckkkk SSSScccchnhnhnhneeeeiiiiddddeeeerrrr       TTTTrrrrooooooooppppeeeerrrr MMMMiiiicccchahahahaeeeel Wl Wl Wl Waaaarrrrrrrreeeennnn HHHHaaaayyyynnnneeeessss      
MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     HHHHiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyy     PPPPaaaattttrrrroooollll      MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     HHHHiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyy     PPPPaaaattttrrrroooollll     
End  of  Watch:  Tuesday,  August  26,  2008   End  of  Watch:  Friday,  March  27,  2009  

BBBBiiiiooooggggrrrraaaapppphhhhiiiiccccaaaallll     IIIInnnnffffoooo   BBBBiiiiooooggggrrrraaaapppphhhhiiiiccccaaaallll     IIIInnnnffffoooo  
AAAAggggeeee::::  29   AAAAggggeeee::::  28  
TTTToooouuuurrrr     ooooffff     DDDDuuuuttttyyyy::::  4  years,  7  months   TTTToooouuuurrrr     ooooffff     DDDDuuuuttttyyyy::::  2  years,  6  months  
BBBBaaaaddddggggeeee     NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr::::  330   BBBBaaaaddddggggeeee     NNNNuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr::::  159  

IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt     DDDDeeeettttaaaaiiiillllssss      IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt     DDDDeeeettttaaaaiiiillllssss     
CCCCaaaauuuusssseeee     ooooffff     DDDDeeeeaaaatttthhhh::::  Vehicular  assault   CCCCaaaauuuusssseeee     ooooffff     DDDDeeeeaaaatttthhhh::::  Vehicular  assault  
DDDDaaaatttteeee     ooooffff     IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt::::  Tuesday,  August  26,  2008   DDDDaaaatttteeee     ooooffff     IIIInnnncccciiiiddddeeeennnntttt::::  Monday,  March  23,  2009  
WWWWeeeeaaaappppoooonnnn     UUUUsssseeeedddd::::  Automobile;  Alcohol  involved     WWWWeeeeaaaappppoooonnnn     UUUUsssseeeedddd::::  Automobile;  Alcohol  involved  

SSSSuuuussssppppeeeecccctttt     IIIInnnnffffoooo::::  Killed  in  collision  

Trooper  Evan  Schneider  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  
on  Highway  2  near  Columbia  Falls  when  his  vehicle  was   Trooper  Mike  Haynes  succumbed  to  injuries  sustained  five  days  
struck  by  a  drunk  driver.  His  patrol  car  collided  headon  with   earlier  when  a  car  being  operated  by  an  intoxicated  driver  struck  
an  oncoming  vehicle  that  crossed  into  his  lane.   his  patrol  car  headon  on  US  93  near  Kalispell.  
   
Two  occupants  in  the  second  vehicle  were  also  killed.   The  drunk  driver  was  driving  the  wrong  way  on  the  highway  when  
  the  collision  occurred  at  approximately  2:40  am.  The  intoxicated  
Trooper  Evan  Schneider  had  served  with  the  Montana  High driver  was  also  killed  in  the  collision.  
way  Patrol  since  January  2004.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife    

and  brother.  His  brother  also  serves  with  the  agency.   Trooper  Haynes  had  served  with  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  for  
two  and  a  half  years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  young  children,  
and  parents.  

 

http://leg.mt.gov/css/Committees
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O C C U P A N T P R O T E C T I O N 

No  new  occupant  protection  measures  passed  the  2009  around  giving  law  enforcement  “carte  blanche”  to  establish  

Legislature.   Montana  continues  to  have  secondary  enforce reasonable  suspicion  for  traffic  stops,  and  the  potential  for  

ment  provisions  on  its  seatbelt  law,  and  is  the  only  state  in  increased  racial  profiling.   The  bill  died  on  the  Senate  Floor  at  

the  nation  with  secondary  enforcement  provisions  on  the  3rd  reading  on  a  2525  vote.  

child  restraint  law.    

  SSSSBBBB     444466668888     ––––     AAAAlllllllloooowwwwiiiinnnngggg     eeeevvvviiiiddddeeeennnncccceeee     ooooffff     sssseeeeaaaatttt     bbbbeeeelllltttt     uuuusssseeee     oooorrrr     nnnnoooonnnnuuuusssseeee     ttttoooo     bbbbeeee     

SSSSBBBB     222233337777         PPPPrrrriiiimmmmaaaarrrryyyy     sssseeeeaaaattttbbbbeeeelllltttt     eeeennnnffffoooorrrrcccceeeemmmmeeeennnntttt     ffffoooorrrr     mmmmoooottttoooorrrr     vvvveeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeee      aaaaddddmmmmiiiissssssssiiiibbbblllleeee     aaaassss     eeeevvvviiiiddddeeeennnncccceeee     iiiinnnn     cccciiiivvvviiiillll     aaaaccccttttiiiioooonnnnssss         

ooooccccccccuuuuppppaaaannnnttttssss      The  bill  was  tabled  in  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  

This  bill  had  overwhelming  public  support  at  the  committee   

hearing,  but  died  on  the  Senate  floor  after  a  lengthy  and   HHHHBBBB555511110000     ––––     PPPPrrrriiiimmmmaaaarrrryyyy     bbbbeeeelllltttt     llllaaaawwww     ffffoooorrrr     ppppeeeerrrrssssoooonnnnssss     uuuunnnnddddeeeerrrr     aaaaggggeeee     11118888     

spirited  debate.   As  in  previous  sessions,  concerns  centered   This  bill  missed  the  deadline  for  General  Bill  Transmittal.     

L A W   E N F O R C E M E N T     

HHHHBBBB     555522225555         RRRReeeevvvviiiisssseeee     ppppeeeennnnaaaallllttttyyyy     ffffoooorrrr     eeeelllluuuuddddiiiinnnngggg     ppppeeeeaaaacccceeee     ooooffffffffiiiicccceeeerrrr      HHHHBBBB     666611115555         WWWWeeeebbbbbbbbaaaasssseeeedddd     ssssyyyysssstttteeeemmmm     ttttoooo     vvvveeeerrrriiiiffffyyyy     lllliiiiaaaabbbbiiiilllliiiittttyyyy     iiiinnnnssssuuuurrrraaaannnncccceeee     ccccoooovvvv

This  bill  proposed  to  increase  the  penalties  for  eluding  a  peace  eeeerrrraaaaggggeeee     ffffoooorrrr     mmmmoooottttoooorrrr     vvvveeeehhhhiiiicccclllleeeessss     

officer  to  the  following:   imprisonment  in  a  state  prison  for  a  This  bill  passed  and  became  law.   It  gives  law  enforcement  

term  of  not  less  than  1  year  or  more  than  20  years  or  be  fined  another  tool  by  allowing  officers  to  perform  CJIN/NCIC  

an  amount  not  to  exceed  $50,000,  or  both.   The  bill  was  ta checks  on  license  plates  and  drivers  using  mobile  data  ter

bled  in  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.   minals  and  laptops  in  their  vehicles.   This  may  be  particu

  larly  helpful  for  the  Selective  Traffic  Enforcement  Program,  

HHHHBBBB     555533334444         RRRReeeeqqqquuuuiiiirrrreeeessss     eeeelllleeeeccccttttrrrroooonnnniiiicccc     rrrreeeeccccoooorrrrddddiiiinnnngggg     ooooffff     ccccuuuussssttttooooddddiiiiaaaallll     iiiinnnntttteeeerrrrrrrrooooggggaaaa because  officers  can  use  the  results  of  accessing  this  data

ttttiiiioooonnnnssss     iiiinnnn     ffffeeeelllloooonnnnyyyy     ccccaaaasssseeeessss      base  to  establish  reasonable  suspicion  to  perform  a  traffic  

This  bill  affects  the  law  enforcement  processing  of  felony  DUI  stop  on  a  driver  who  is  suspected  of  driving  under  the  influ

cases.  Officers  are  now  required  to  record  interviews  con ence  or  who  is  not  wearing  their  seatbelt.   

ducted  in  a  detention  facility  if  the  interview  is  reasonably   

likely  to  elicit  a  response  that  may  incriminate  the  interviewee  HHHHBBBB     555533331111         PPPPrrrroooohhhhiiiibbbbiiiitttt     uuuusssseeee     tttteeeecccchhhhnnnnoooollllooooggggyyyy     ffffoooorrrr     iiiissssssssuuuuiiiinnnngggg     cccciiiittttaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss     nnnnooootttt     
with  the  commission  of  a  felony  offense.   wwwwiiiittttnnnneeeesssssssseeeedddd     bbbbyyyy     ooooffffffffiiiicccceeeerrrr     

     This  bill  passed  and  became  law.   It  prevents  local  jurisdic

tions  from  installing  cameras  at  traffic  lights  and  using  them  

to  detect  traffic  violations  and  enforce  traffic  laws,  particu

larly  red  light  running.  

O T H E R   T R A F F I C   S A F E T Y 

HHHHBBBB     222233338888         EEEEssssttttaaaabbbblllliiiisssshhhh     aaaa     MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     tttteeeeeeeennnn     ddddrrrriiiivvvveeeerrrr     ssssaaaaffffeeeettttyyyy     ddddaaaayyyy  HHHHBBBB     88885555         eeeessssttttaaaabbbblllliiiisssshhhh     aaaa     ggggrrrraaaannnntttt     pppprrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmm     ffffoooorrrr     eeeemmmmeeeerrrrggggeeeennnnccccyyyy     mmmmeeeeddddiiiiccccaaaallll     

sssseeeerrrrvvvviiiicccceeee     pppprrrroooovvvviiiiddddeeeerrrrssss     
The  bill  passed,  establishing  a  statewide  teen  driver  safety  day  

The  grant  program  is  intended  to  support  emergency  medi
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October  each  year.   The  idea  was  a  

cal  service  providers  by  creating  a  source  of  funds  to  cover  
product  of  a  local  DECA  club  in  Belt  High  School.   Sam  

the  costs  of  buying  and  maintaining  the  equipment  that  an  
Keaster,  Jessica  Anderson  and  Mariah  Gondeiro  worked  with  

emergency  medical  service  needs  in  order  to  be  ready  to  
state  Rep.  Mike  Milburn  of  Cascade  to  advance  the  bill,  and  

respond  to  calls.   Funding  for  the  grant  program  comes  from  
traveled  to  Helena  to  testify  in  front  of  lawmakers.   The  intent  

the  Montana  Department  of  Transportation.   The  law  is  ef
is  to  raise  awareness  of  distractions  facing  teenage  drivers.   
  fective  July  1,  2009  through  June  30,  2011.  
Two  bills  to  restrict  cell  phone  use  and  texting  while  driving  did    

not  fare  well.   HHHHBBBB     44449999  died  in  Committee  and  SSSSBBBB     222277778888  died  on  

the  Senate  floor. 



 

       

       

         

         

 

         

                  

              

 

       

           

             

           

         

           

             

           

 

           

         

             

             

         

          

         

           

         

 

             

           

           

           

                               

       

               

              

         

         

       

            

           

         

          

             

           

         

         

        

 

           

         

           

                 

         

         

         

             

         

         

         

          

           

         

         

         

         

        

               

             

            

 

           

         

          

       

         

               

                  

           

           

       

 

         

             

         

              

           

           

           

           

       

 

            

                    

          

       

       

         

           

       

         

         

       

       

 

           

                  

          

         

           

             

       

         

             

 

 

           

         

            

       

           

          

 

           

         

       

           

       

 

     

         

     

H e a d l i n e  
       

   

Montana made significant progress 
this year with continued implementa
tion of the state’s Comprehensive Stra
tegic Highway Safety Plan. 

Montana’s primary challenges in driver 
behavior remain impaired drivingimpaired drivingimpaired drivingimpaired driving and 
lack of seatbeltseatbeltseatbeltseatbelt use. 

Although Montana remained number 
one in the nation for alcoholimpaired 
fatalities, with a rate twice the national 
average, the good news is that Mon
tana’s rate dropped from 0.93 fatali
ties per 100 million vehicle miles trav
eled (VMT) in 2007 to 0.84 fatalities 
per 100 million VMT in 2008. 

We are hopeful that the legislative rec
ommendations coming out of the In
terim Law & Justice Committee as a 
result of SJR 39 will reflect the de
creasing social tolerance for impaired 
driving. There has been significant 
media attention to Montana’s DUI 
problem and the work of the commit
tee in formulating legislative solutions. 

In FFY 2010, MDT is funding the Mon
tana Department of Public Health & 
Human Services to implement a new 
education course for those who are 
convicted of DUI. Prime for LifePrime for LifePrime for LifePrime for Life is an 
evidencebased curriculum that is 
used by many other states, as well as 
the U.S. Army. This 10hour course is 
specifically designed to change risky 
behaviors, like driving under the influ
ence, using a researchbased persua
sion protocol. This protocol has been 
shown to contribute to lower recidivism 
rates (DUI rearrests) in seven inde
pendent studies. By adopting Prime 
for Live as the sole DUI offender edu

cation curriculum in the State, the 
number of multiple DUI convictions 
and impaired driving crashes are ex
pected to be reduced. 

Additionally, MDT will be funding the 
Montana Department of Revenue to 
script, shoot and produce a video 
entitled Last CallLast CallLast CallLast Call. This video will be 
utilized in the state’s responsible al
cohol sales and service training cur
riculum to effectively educate servers 
and sellers of alcohol on their social 
responsibility and the possibility of 
legal ramifications due to their ac
tions when serving and selling alco
hol. Server training enhances public 
health and can reduce DUI by educat
ing licensees and servers about Mon
tana liquor laws, reducing illegal alco
hol sales to minors, preventing over
service to patrons, and promoting 
responsible consumption. The Last 
Call video will be created and used by 
all state certified RASS trainers in all 
their classes by September 30, 2010. 

The use or misuse of prescription 
drugs is becoming an increasing fac
tor in impaired driving fatalities. Mon
tana’s Attorney General, Steve Bul
lock, has convened leaders from 
across the state to fight the abuse of 
prescription drugsprescription drugsprescription drugsprescription drugs in Montana. We 
hope this will provide another venue 
to address the role of prescription 
drugs in traffic crashes. 

Montana’s seatbelt use rate, although 
high for a state with a secondary en
forcement law, has plateaued over 
the past five years. Lack of primary 
enforcement of both the seatbelt law 
and the child restraint laws continue 

to contribute to the perception that 
buckling up is a “choice” rather 
than the law. 

States with primary enforcementenforcementenforcementenforcement of 
their seatbelt lawsseatbelt lawsseatbelt lawsseatbelt laws typically see a 
significant increase in seatbelt use. 
Although the Montana Seatbelt 
Coalition disbanded following the 
2009 Legislative Session and has 
yet to revitalize, the CHSP Occupant 
Protection Emphasis Area recently 
acquired a Champion, which will 
help to coordinate and advance 
strategies for increasing seatbelt 
use in the state. 

A Coordinator has been hired to 
manage the Respect The CageRespect The CageRespect The CageRespect The Cage 
safety caravan exhibit. This is ex
pected to maximize the educational 
potential of the exhibit by ensuring 
it is deployed as often as possible, 
within funding constraints, to 
events where the target audience 
(males, ages 18 – 34) will be pre
sent. 

In 2008, Montana saw a 61% in
crease in fatal crashes involving 
motorcyclistsmotorcyclistsmotorcyclistsmotorcyclists when comparing it to 
the previous fiveyear average. 
The leading causes of these deaths 
were rider error and speed. 

For the 36 fatal motorcycle crashes 
in FFY 09, investigating officers 
listed the following contributing 
factors (more than one may be 
listed for a crash): 

Inattentive Riding 11 
Too Fast for Conditions 10 
Careless Driving 8 

L O O K I N G T O T H E F U T U R E 
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Alcohol  6  eled  after  the  national  IACP/NHTSA  As  Montana  continues  to  move  forward  
Tires  3  SFST  standards.    making  changes  to  its  trrrraaaaffffffffiiiicccc     rrrreeeeccccoooorrrrddddssss     
Other  Vehicle  Fail  to  Yield  2  

  ssssyyyysssstttteeeemmmm,  the  first  step  is  to  know  what  is  Motorcycle  Fail  to  Yield  1  
Motorcycle  Wrong  Side  of  Road  1  Trooper  Sager  is  also  requiring  that  all  happening  in  the  current  system.   With  

  DRE  candidates  successfully  pass  the  all  the  changes  that  have  occurred  at  

A  majority  of  these  crashes  occurred  on   ARIDE  course  with  a  90%  or  better  in  all  levels  in  the  state,  the  most  logical  

rural  twolane  roads.  Another  important   order  to  be  considered  for  the  Montana  way  to  do  this  is  by  updating  the  Traffic  

factor  in  this  trend  is  that  from  1999— DRE  Program.  Records  Strategic  Plan.  

2008,  28.8%  of  the  motorcycle  drivers      

who  died  were  not  properly  licensed  to   Trooper  Sager  and  Traffic  Safety  Re A  major  datatransfer  project  begun  

operate  a  motorcycle.    source  Prosecutor  Erin  Inman  initiated  between  MDT  and  the  Department  of  

  conversations  with  the  Montana  Public  Justice  with  the  involvement  of  the  Of

These  factors  prompted  a  multi Safety  Officer  Standards  and  Training  fice  of  Court  Administration  (OCA)  con

disciplinary  approach  to  finding  a  solu (POST)  Council  regarding  the  establish tinues  to  move  forward.   The  detailed  

tion.  These  efforts  include  a  strong   ment  of  a  traffic  safety  working  group.    design  of  the  exchange  with  the  OCA  is  

educational  and  training  campaign,   In  December,  2009,  POST  unanimously  complete  and  development  is  begin

strict  enforcement,  and  partnerships   voted  to  establish  such  a  group  and  ning.   The  traffic  safety  web  services  

with  motorcycle  rider  and  advocacy  also  appointed  a  member  of  the  coun project  should  be  complete  by  mid

groups.  Montana  will  continue  to  make  cil  to  participate  in  the  group.     2010.  

this  a  priority,  which  can  save  many     

lives  in  the  years  to  come.      The  working  group  will  be  responsible  Beginning  early  2010,  the  Montana  

     for  advising  POST  on  the  best  practices  Highway  Patrol  (MHP)  and  their  con

Although  comprehensive  data  on  the  for  training  in  highway  safety  related  tractor,  CTSAmerica,  will  work  in  con

effects  of  ddddiiiissssttttrrrraaaacccctttteeeedddd     ddddrrrriiiivvvviiiinnnngggg     are  unavail training  for  law  enforcement.   The  junction  with  crash  data  stakeholders  

able  for  Montana,  it  is  obvious  that   working  group’s  initial  focus  will  be  to  to  develop  a  webbased  program  to  

driver  behavior  has  changed  in  this   review  the  existing  SSSSFFFFSSSSTTTT     curriculums  allow  local  law  enforcement  access  to  

area.   Many  more  drivers  may  be  ob being  used  around  the  state  and  at  the  the  crash  report  form  currently  being  

served  engaging  in  cell  phone  use  Montana  Law  Enforcement  Academy.    used  by  MHP.   This  new  program  will  

while  driving.   Young  drivers,  many  of   This  is  extremely  important  because  it  replace  the  current  Montana  Accident  

whom  are  fanatical  about  texting  as  a   is  challenging  to  prosecute  DUI  offend Reporting  System  at  the  end  of  2010,  

form  of  communication,  are  often  par ers  in  Montana.  Standardizing  the  thus  moving  MT  back  to  one  main  

ticularly  naïve  regarding  the  dangers  of  SFSTs  across  the  state  lends  credence  crash  system.   A  Data  Support  Program  

texting  while  driving.    to  the  program  and  allows  Prosecutors  Manager  will  train  all  law  enforcement  
  and  Judges  to  consider  the  testimony  agencies  on  this  new  webbased  crash  

This  is  becoming  an  area  of  focus  at   of  SFST  certified  officers  as  expert  system.  

the  national  level,  and  Montana  would   knowledge.     

be  pleased  to  do  education  campaigns     Clearly,  Montana  still  has  significant  

regarding  distracted  driving,  should   The  establishment  of  this  working  challenges  in  the  area  of  traffic  safety.   

funding  become  available.   group  is  a  great  step  towards  making  a  The  Department  of  Transportation  will  

  positive  change  to  Montana’s  DUI  prob continue  to  provide  leadership,  pro

The  DDDDrrrruuuugggg     EEEEvvvvaaaalllluuuuaaaattttiiiioooonnnn     aaaannnndddd     CCCCllllaaaassssssssiiiiffffiiiiccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnn      lem.     mote  partnerships,  and  fund  projects  in  

((((DDDDEEEECCCC))))     pppprrrrooooggggrrrraaaammmm     will  expand  this  next     order  to  change  these  trends  and  

year  to  included  one  more  instructor  The  DDDDUUUUIIII     ccccoooouuuurrrrtttt     program  will  expand  in  achieve  the  mission:  

and  hopefully  20  more  Drug  Recogni FFY  2010,  and  will  include  the  state’s   

TTTToooo     rrrreeeedddduuuucccceeee     tttthhhheeee     nnnnuuuummmmbbbbeeeerrrr     aaaannnndddd     
tion  Experts  throughout  the  state.  The  first  tribal  DUI  court  on  the  Fort  Peck  

sssseeeevvvveeeerrrriiiittttyyyy     ooooffff     ttttrrrraaaaffffffffiiiicccc     ccccrrrraaaasssshhhheeeessss,,,,         
DEC  and  SFST  coordinator,  Trooper  Reservation.   MDT  will  also  fund  the  

iiiinnnnjjjjuuuurrrriiiieeeessss     aaaannnndddd     ffffaaaattttaaaalllliiiittttiiiieeeessss     oooonnnn     
Kurt  Sager,  will  be  attempting  to  imple implementation  of  a  DUI  court  in  the  

MMMMoooonnnnttttaaaannnnaaaa     hhhhiiiigggghhhhwwwwaaaayyyyssss....     
ment  SFST  standards  for  the  state  of   7th  Judicial  District,  a  fivecounty  area  
Montana.  These  standards  are  mod in  eastern  Montana. 
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On the web at 
www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml


   

                  

        

 

                 

              

 

                

        

 

               

        

 

                 

        

 

                  

        

 

             

        

 

        

        

 

         

        

 

             

        

 

               

        

 

        

 

        

         

       

     

   

                 

 

         

       

     

      

   

C O N T A C T I N F O R M A T I O N 

Governor’s Representative for Highway Traffic Safety ........................................ (406) 4446201 

Jim LynchJim LynchJim LynchJim Lynch jilynch@mt.gov 

Public Information Officer (for all media inquiries).............................................. (406) 4447205 

Charity WattCharity WattCharity WattCharity WattLevisLevisLevisLevis cwattlevis@mt.gov 

Rail, Transit & Planning Division Administrator .................................................. (406) 4443445 

Lynn ZantoLynn ZantoLynn ZantoLynn Zanto lzanto@mt.gov 

State Highway Traffic Safety Bureau Chief .......................................................... (406) 4447417 

Priscilla SinclairPriscilla SinclairPriscilla SinclairPriscilla Sinclair psinclair@mt.gov 

Operations Research Analyst (for all data inquiries) ........................................... (406) 4443430 

Danielle MurphyDanielle MurphyDanielle MurphyDanielle Murphy dmurphy@mt.gov 

Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) Analyst ............................................ (406) 4447302 

John RobinsonJohn RobinsonJohn RobinsonJohn Robinson jorobinson@mt.gov 

Accountant (for all fiscal inquiries) ....................................................................... (406) 4443675 

Terry BraveTerry BraveTerry BraveTerry Brave tbrave@mt.gov 

Fiscal Supervisor................................................................................................... (406) 4446100 

Chris CurrieChris CurrieChris CurrieChris Currie ccurrie@mt.gov 

Law Enforcement Liaison...................................................................................... (406) 4447301 

Angie MullikinAngie MullikinAngie MullikinAngie Mullikin amullikin@mt.gov 

Occupant Protection Program Manager .............................................................. (406) 4440809 

Pam BuckmanPam BuckmanPam BuckmanPam Buckman pbuckman@mt.gov 

Impaired Driving Prevention Program Manager .................................................. (406) 4447411 

Lorelle DemontLorelle DemontLorelle DemontLorelle Demont ldemont@mt.gov 

FAX Number .......................................................................................................... (406) 4449409 

Front Desk............................................................................................................. (406) 4443423 

Physical locationPhysical locationPhysical locationPhysical location 

State Highway Traffic Safety 

2960 Prospect Avenue 

Helena MT 

On the webOn the webOn the webOn the web 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml 

Mailing addressMailing addressMailing addressMailing address 

State Highway Traffic Safety 

PO Box 201001 

Helena MT 596201001 
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State Highway Traffic Safety 
PO Box 201001 
Helena MT 596201001 

Phone: 4064447417 
Fax: 4064449409 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety 

Each state has a Highway Traffic Safety Office that receives 

and manages funding from the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration for implementing behavioral programs 

aimed at improving traffic safety. 

In Montana, the planning cycle begins in late winter/early 

spring with the solicitation of applications for funding. 

Funding is competitive and funds are usually awarded on an 

annual basis, even for projects that may span longer than 

one year. 

For information on applying for funding, please contact the 

State Highway Traffic Safety Bureau or go online to 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/grants.shtmlwww.mdt.mt.gov/safety/grants.shtmlwww.mdt.mt.gov/safety/grants.shtmlwww.mdt.mt.gov/safety/grants.shtml. 

This report was submitted to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration on December 30, 2009 
in accordance with 23 CFR 1200.33 


