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Recent Trends in State Breath Test Refusal Rates

Breath test refusal rates are not collected and compiled routinely by all states.   However, a sense of recent trends can be seen in data from several states from which such information is available.  Longer term trends are reported in the Refusal of Intoxication Testing Report to Congress published by NHTSA in September 2008.  

New Mexico 

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	# Test Refusals
	 4,066
	 3,596
	 3,584
	 3,599
	 3,373
	 3,569
	 3,428
	 3,288
	 3,290
	 3,853
	 4,048

	% Test Refusals
	21%
	19%
	19%
	19%
	18%
	18%
	18%
	19%
	19%
	21%
	22%


Maryland

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	# Test Refusals
	 6,215
	 6,894
	 7,081
	 6,782
	 6,674
	 6,965
	 7,314
	 7,088
	 7,153
	 6,758
	 6,622

	% Test Refusals
	25%
	27%
	29%
	29%
	28%
	29%
	29%
	29%
	29%
	27%
	27%


Texas

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	# Test Refusals
	40,542
	38,776
	46,286
	44,755
	44,521
	44,357
	46,968
	52,738
	48,657
	51,884
	52,560

	% Test Refusals
	45%
	44%
	42%
	43%
	42%
	43%
	45%
	47%
	48%
	51%
	48%


California

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	# Test Refusals
	 9,935
	 9,435
	 9,433
	 8,841
	 8,772
	 9,399
	 9,353
	 9,599
	 9,315
	 9,581
	 9,390

	% Test Refusals
	6%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	5%
	6%
	5%
	5%
	5%


Nebraska

	Year
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	# Test Refusals
	     914   
	     897
	     834  
	    746
	    780
	    811
	     862
	    872
	     881
	    907  
	    926

	% Test Refusals
	7%
	7%
	7%
	6%
	6%
	6%
	6%
	6%
	7%
	7%
	7%


In general, while states vary in their proportion of breath test refusals, both recent and longer term trends are relatively stable.  Breath test refusals are a long-standing and persistent problem.  The average refusal rate across states was 19 percent in 1987, increasing to 25 percent in 2001, and dropping to 22 percent in 2005.
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